VIETNAM WAR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES

VIETNAM WAR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE OUTCOME AND LEGACY OF ONE OF THE MOST
COMPLEX AND CONTROVERSIAL CONFLICTS IN MODERN HISTORY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE DIVERSE MILITARY TACTICS AND
STRATEGIC APPROACHES EMPLOYED BY BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES DURING THE VIETNAM W AR.
FROM GUERRILLA W ARFARE AND CONVENTIONAL COMBAT TO PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND COUNTERINSURGENCY
CAMPAIGNS, THE VIETNAM W AR SHOWCASED A WIDE ARRAY OF MILITARY INNOVATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS. UNDERSTANDING
THESE TACTICS PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THE COMBATANTS AND THE BROADER GEOPOLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS. THE ANALYSIS COVERS KEY STRATEGIES SUCH AS THE VIET CONG’S USE OF TUNNEL SYSTEMS, THE U.s.
RELIANCE ON AIR POWER AND SEARCH-AND-DESTROY MISSIONS, AND THE OVERALL STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES PURSUED BY BOTH
SIDES. THIS COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS HOW VIETNAM WAR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES EVOLVED THROUGHOUT THE
CONFLICT AND INFLUENCED SUBSEQUENT MILITARY THINKING.

GUERRILLA W ARFARE AND VIET CoNG TACTICS

U.S. MILITARY STRATEGIES AND OPERATIONS

NorTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CONVENTIONAL STRATEGIES

® PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PROPAGANDA TACTICS

o COUNTERINSURGENCY AND PACIFICATION EFFORTS

GUERRILLA W ARFARE AND VIET CoNG TACTICS

THE VIET CONG, OR NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, PRIMARILY UTILIZED GUERRILLA \WARFARE TACTICS TO COUNTER THE
TECHNOLOGICAL AND NUMERICAL SUPERIORITY OF U.S. AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES. THEIR APPROACH WAS
CHARACTERIZED BY HIT-AND-RUN ATTACKS, AMBUSHES, AND THE USE OF THE DENSE JUNGLE TERRAIN TO THEIR ADVANTAGE.
THESE TACTICS AIMED TO WEAR DOWN ENEMY FORCES OVER TIME RATHER THAN ENGAGE IN LARGE-SCALE BATTLES.

AMBUSHES AND HIT-AND-RUN ATTACKS

VIET CONG UNITS FREQUENTLY EXECUTED AMBUSHES ON U.S. PATROLS AND CONVOYS, EXPLOITING THEIR INTIMATE KNO\WLEDGE
OF THE TERRAIN. THESE SURPRISE ATTACKS WERE DESIGNED TO INFLICT MAXIMUM DAMAGE QUICKLY AND THEN DISAPPEAR BEFORE
A COUNTERATTACK COULD BE ORGANIZED. SUCH TACTICS DISRUPTED SUPPLY LINES AND LOWERED ENEMY MORALE.

Use oF TUNNEL SYSTEMS

ONE OF THE MOST DISTINCTIVE VIETNAM WAR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES EMPLOYED BY THE VIET CONG WAS THEIR EXTENSIVE
USE OF UNDERGROUND TUNNEL NETWORKS. THESE TUNNELS SERVED MULTIPLE PURPOSES: HIDING FIGHTERS, STORING SUPPLIES,
AND PROVIDING SAFE PASSAGE. THE TUNNELS COMPLICATED U.S. SEARCH OPERATIONS AND ENABLED THE VIET CONG TO
MAINTAIN A PERSISTENT PRESENCE EVEN IN HEAVILY CONTESTED AREAS.

BLENDING WITH CIVILIANS

THe VIET CONG LEVERAGED THEIR SUPPORT AMONG RURAL POPULATIONS BY BLENDING WITH CIVILIANS, MAKING IT DIFFICULT
FOR U.S. FORCES TO IDENTIFY COMBATANTS. THIS TACTIC COMPLICATED MILITARY EFFORTS AND INCREASED THE RISK OF
CIVILIAN CASUALTIES, WHICH IN TURN AFFECTED PUBLIC PERCEPTION AND THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.



U.S. MILITARY STRATEGIES AND OPERATIONS

THE UNITED STATES IMPLEMENTED A VARIETY OF MILITARY STRATEGIES AIMED AT DEFEATING THE VIET CONG AND NORTH
VIETNAMESE FORCES. THESE TACTICS EVOLVED OVER TIME IN RESPONSE TO THE CHALLENGES OF FIGHTING AN UNCONVENTIONAL
ENEMY IN DIFFICULT TERRAIN. THE U.S. MILITARY FOCUSED ON USING SUPERIOR FIREPOWER, TECHNOLOGY, AND MOBILITY TO
GAIN THE UPPER HAND.

SEARCH-AND-DESTROY MISSIONS

SEARCH-AND-DESTROY OPERATIONS WERE CENTRAL TO THE U.S. STRATEGY, AIMING TO LOCATE AND ELIMINATE ENEMY FORCES.
THESE MISSIONS INVOLVED DEPLOYING TROOPS INTO SUSPECTED VIET CONG AREAS, ENGAGING THE ENEMY, AND THEN
WITHDRAWING. ALTHOUGH INTENDED TO REDUCE ENEMY NUMBERS, THESE TACTICS OFTEN RESULTED IN HIGH CASUALTIES AND
COLLATERAL DAMAGE.

AIR Power AND BoMBING CAMPAIGNS

THE U.S. EXTENSIVELY USED AIR POWER TO TARGET ENEMY BASES, SUPPLY ROUTES, AND INFRASTRUCTURE. OPERATIONS SUCH
AS ROLLING THUNDER INVOLVED SUSTAINED BOMBING CAMPAIGNS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM. HELICOPTERS PROVIDED RAPID
TROOP MOBILITY AND MEDICAL EVACUATION, FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGING BATTLEFIELD DYNAMICS.

Use oF CHEMICAL AGENTS

THE DEPLOYMENT OF CHEMICAL DEFOLIANTS LIKE AGENT ORANGE WAS PART OF THE U.S. STRATEGY TO REMOVE JUNGLE COVER
AND EXPOSE ENEMY POSITIONS. \W/HILE EFFECTIVE IN REDUCING VEGETATION, THESE CHEMICALS HAD SEVERE LONG~-TERM HEALTH
AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES.

NorTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CONVENTIONAL STRATEGIES

UNLIKE THE VIET CONG’S GUERRILLA TACTICS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY (NV A) EMPLOYED MORE CONVENTIONAL
MILITARY STRATEGIES, INCLUDING LARGE-SCALE OFFENSIVES AND COORDINATED BATTLES. THEIR APPROACH SOUGHT TO
COMPLEMENT GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES WITH SUSTAINED PRESSURE ON U.S. AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES.

LARGE-ScALE OFFENSIVES

THE NV A LAUNCHED SEVERAL MAJOR OFFENSIVES THROUGHOUT THE WAR, INCLUDING THE TET OFFENSIVE OF 1968. THESE
LARGE-SCALE ATTACKS AIMED TO DESTABILIZE SOUTH VIETNAM AND ERODE U.S. PUBLIC SUPPORT BY DEMONSTRATING THE
ENEMY’S STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE.

Use oF THE Ho CHI MINH TRAIL

THe Ho CHI MINH TRAIL WAS A CRUCIAL LOGISTICAL ROUTE USED BY THE NV A TO TRANSPORT TROOPS AND SUPPLIES FROM
NORTH TO SOUTH VIETNAM. |TS EXTENSIVE NETWORK THROUGH LAOS AND CAMBODIA ALLOWED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO
SUSTAIN PROLONGED MILITARY OPERATIONS DESPITE AMERICAN INTERDICTION EFFORTS.

CoorDINATION WITH VIET CONG FORCES

THE NV A MAINTAINED CLOSE COORDINATION WITH VIET CONG UNITS TO MAXIMIZE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF COMBINED
OPERATIONS. THIS INTEGRATION ALLOWED FOR FLEXIBLE RESPONSES AND THE ABILITY TO SWITCH BETWEEN GUERRILLA AND



CONVENTIONAL TACTICS AS THE SITUATION DEMANDED.

PsycHoLOGICAL AND PROPAGANDA T ACTICS

PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE AND PROPAGANDA WERE INTEGRAL COMPONENTS OF VIETNAM WAR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES FOR
BOTH SIDES. THESE EFFORTS AIMED TO INFLUENCE PUBLIC OPINION, LOWER ENEMY MORALE, AND RECRUIT SUPPORT AMONG LOCAL
POPULATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES.

VIET CoNG PROPAGANDA EFFORTS

THE VIET CONG USED PROPAGANDA TO PORTRAY THEMSELVES AS DEFENDERS AGAINST FOREIGN AGGRESSION AND TO HIGHLIGHT
SOCIAL INJUSTICES UNDER THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. THEIR MESSAGING SOUGHT TO GAIN SUPPORT FROM RURAL
COMMUNITIES AND UNDERMINE THE LEGITIMACY OF THEIR OPPONENTS.

U.S. PsycHoLoGIcAL OPERATIONS

THE U.S. EMPLOYED PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS (PSYOP) SUCH AS LEAFLET DROPS, RADIO BROADCASTS, AND
LOUDSPEAKER CAMPAIGNS TO ENCOURAGE DEFECTION AND DIMINISH ENEMY WILL TO FIGHT. THESE TACTICS ALSO AIMED TO
REASSURE SOUTH VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS AND MAINTAIN SUPPORT FOR THE U.S. PRESENCE.

COUNTERINSURGENCY AND PACIFICATION EFFORTS

COUNTERINSURGENCY AND PACIFICATION PROGRAMS WERE DESIGNED BY THE U.S. AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENTS TO
ISOLATE THE VIET CONG FROM CIVILIAN POPULATIONS AND STABILIZE CONTESTED REGIONS. THESE STRATEGIES COMBINED
MILITARY, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC MEASURES.

STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM

THIS PROGRAM SOUGHT TO RELOCATE RURAL POPULATIONS INTO FORTIFIED VILLAGES TO PREVENT VIET CONG INFLUENCE AND
PROTECT CIVILIANS. W/HILE WELL-INTENTIONED, IT OFTEN LED TO DISPLACEMENT AND RESENTMENT, UNDERMINING ITS
EFFECTIVENESS.

ComBINED MILITARY-CIVILIAN OPERATIONS

EFFORTS TO PROVIDE SECURITY, BUILD INFRASTRUCTURE, AND IMPROVE GOVERNANCE WERE INTEGRATED WITH MILITARY
OPERATIONS TO WIN “HEARTS AND MINDS.” THESE PROGRAMS INCLUDED TRAINING SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES AND PROMOTING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TO REDUCE INSURGENT APPEAL.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS

COUNTERINSURGENCY EFFORTS WERE HAMPERED BY CORRUPTION, LACK OF COORDINATION, AND THE COMPLEX SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT. THESE LIMITATIONS AFFECTED THE OVERALL SUCCESS OF PACIFICATION CAMPAIGNS AND CONTRIBUTED
TO THE PROTRACTED NATURE OF THE CONFLICT.



SUMMARY OF KEY VIETNAM WAR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES

VIET CONG’S GUERRILLA W ARFARE AND TUNNEL SYSTEMS FOR ASYMMETRIC COMBAT

e U.S. RELIANCE ON SEARCH-AND-DESTROY MISSIONS AND OVERWHELMING FIREPOWER

NoRTH VIETNAMESE ARMY’S CONVENTIONAL OFFENSIVES AND LOGISTICAL NETWORKS
o EXTENSIVE USE OF PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND PROPAGANDA BY BOTH SIDES

o COUNTERINSURGENCY AND PACIFICATION AS COMBINED MILITARY-POLITICAL EFFORTS

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE PRIMARY GUERRILLA WARFARE TACTICS USED BY THE VIET CONG
DURING THE VIETNAM W AR?

THE VIET CONG EMPLOYED GUERRILLA TACTICS SUCH AS AMBUSHES, BOOBY TRAPS, HIT-AND-RUN ATTACKS, TUNNEL SYSTEMS
AND BLENDING WITH THE CIVILIAN POPULATION TO CONDUCT A PROTRACTED INSURGENCY AGAINST U.S. AND SOUTH
VIETNAMESE FORCES.

’

How pib THE U.S. MILITARY’'S SEARCH AND DESTROY STRATEGY IMPACT THE VIETNAM
W AR?

THE SEARCH AND DESTROY STRATEGY AIMED TO LOCATE AND ELIMINATE VIET CONG AND NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS, OFTEN
THROUGH LARGE-SCALE SWEEPS. WHILE IT INFLICTED CASUALTIES, IT FAILED TO ESTABLISH LASTING CONTROL, SOMETIMES
ALIENATING LOCAL POPULATIONS AND ALLOWING THE ENEMY TO EVADE PERMANENT DEFEAT.

\W/HAT ROLE DID TUNNEL SYSTEMS PLAY IN VIET CONG TACTICS?

TUNNEL NETWORKS ALLOWED THE VIET CONG TO HIDE FROM AERIAL AND GROUND ATTACKS, STORE SUPPLIES, MOVE TROOPS
UNDETECTED, AND LAUNCH SURPRISE ATTACKS. THESE TUNNELS COMPLICATED U.S. MILITARY OPERATIONS AND SHOWCASED
THE VIET CONG’'S ADAPTABILITY AND RESOURCEFULNESS.

How pib THE NorTH VIETNAMESE ARMY (NV A) UTILIZE CONVENTIONAL W ARFARE
TACTICS DURING THE CONFLICT?

THE NV A COMBINED GUERRILLA TACTICS WITH CONVENTIONAL W ARFARE, INCLUDING LARGE-SCALE OFFENSIVES, COORDINATED
ARTILLERY BARRAGES, AND USE OF HEAVY WEAPONRY , ESPECIALLY DURING MAJOR CAMPAIGNS LIKE THE TeT OFFENSIVE, TO
CHALLENGE U.S. AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES DIRECTLY.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE Ho CHI MINH TRAIL IN NORTH VIETNAMESE
STRATEGY?

THe Ho CHI MINH TRAIL WAS A CRITICAL SUPPLY ROUTE RUNNING THROUGH LAOS AND CAMBODIA, ENABLING THE NORTH

VIETNAMESE TO TRANSPORT TROOPS, WEAPONS, AND SUPPLIES FROM NORTH TO SOUTH \/IETNAM, SUSTAINING THEIR WAR
EFFORT DESPITE U.S. EFFORTS TO INTERDICT IT.



How pID AIR POWER FACTOR INTO U.S. TACTICS DURING THE VIETNAM W ARP

THe U.S. HEAVILY RELIED ON AIR POWER FOR BOMBING CAMPAIGNS (E.G., OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER), CLOSE AIR SUPPORT,
AND RECONNAISSANCE. AIR STRIKES AIMED TO DISRUPT ENEMY SUPPLY LINES AND BASES BUT OFTEN HAD LIMITED SUCCESS IN
STOPPING GUERRILLA OPERATIONS AND SOMETIMES CAUSED CIVILIAN CASUALTIES.

WHAT COUNTERINSURGENCY STRATEGIES DID THE U.S. IMPLEMENT TO COMBAT VIET
CONG INFLUENCE IN RURAL AREAS?

THe U.S. AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES IMPLEMENTED PROGRAMS LIKE THE STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM TO ISOLATE
VILLAGERS FROM VIET CONG INFLUENCE, COMBINED WITH PACIFICATION EFFORTS, CIVIC ACTION, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL
OPERATIONS TO WIN 'HEARTS AND MINDS' AND REDUCE INSURGENT SUPPORT.

How DID THE TERRAIN OF VIETNAM INFLUENCE MILITARY TACTICS DURING THE WAR?

VIETNAM'S DENSE JUNGLES, MOUNTAINS, AND RIVER NETWORKS FAVORED GUERRILLA TACTICS AND MADE CONVENTIONAL
OPERATIONS DIFFICULT. THE CHALLENGING TERRAIN HINDERED MOBILITY AND VISIBILITY, ALLOWING VIET CONG FORCES TO USE
AMBUSHES, TUNNEL SYSTEMS, AND HIT-AND-RUN ATTACKS EFFECTIVELY.

\WHAT WAS THE ROLE OF NAVAL AND RIVERINE OPERATIONS IN U.S. STRATEGY?

THe U.S. NAVY AND MARINES CONDUCTED RIVERINE OPERATIONS USING PATROL BOATS TO CONTROL THE MEKONG DELTA
WATERWAYS, DISRUPT VIET CONG SUPPLY LINES, AND PROVIDE MOBILITY FOR TROOPS IN AREAS INACCESSIBLE BY LAND,
ADAPTING TACTICS TO THE UNIQUE RIVERINE ENVIRONMENT.

How pip THE TET OFFENSIVE CHANGE THE TACTICAL AND STRATEGIC APPROACH OF
U.S. FORCES IN THE VIETNAM W AR?

THe TeT OFFENSIVE WAS A LARGE-SCALE, COORDINATED ATTACK BY NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG FORCES THAT
SHOCKED U.S. FORCES AND THE PUBLIC. ALTHOUGH MILITARILY REPELLED, IT EXPOSED VULNERABILITIES IN U.S. STRATEGY,
LEADING TO A SHIFT TOWARD VIETNAMIZATION AND REDUCED DIRECT U.S. COMBAT INVOLVEMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. “LEARNING TO EAT Soup WITH A KNiFE: COUNTERINSURGENCY LESSONS FROM MALAYA AND VIETNAM™

THIS BOOK BY JOHN A. NAGL ANALYZES THE COUNTERINSURGENCY TACTICS USED IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY AND VIETNAM
W AR. | T EXPLORES HOW MILITARY STRATEGIES EVOLVED IN RESPONSE TO GUERRILLA WARFARE AND INSURGENCY CHALLENGES.
THE AUTHOR EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF ADAPTING TRADITIONAL MILITARY APPROACHES TO COMPLEX, IRREGULAR

\W ARFARE ENVIRONMENTS.

2. “StreeT WiTHOUT Joy: THE FRENCH DEBACLE IN INDOCHINA ™

W/RITTEN BY BERNARD B. FALL, THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE FRENCH MILITARY’S STRUGGLE AGAINST THE
VIET MINH DURING THE FIRST INDOCHINA W/ AR. IT EXAMINES THE TACTICAL ERRORS AND STRATEGIC MISCALCULATIONS THAT
LED TO THE FRENCH DEFEAT. THIS WORK OFFERS IMPORTANT CONTEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE CHALLENGES FACED BY LATER
AMERICAN FORCES IN VIETNAM.

3. “THe ART oF WARr IN VIETNAM™

THIS COMPREHENSIVE STUDY BREAKS DOWN THE DIVERSE TACTICS EMPLOYED BY BOTH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AND VIET
CONG DURING THE CONFLICT. |IT COVERS GUERRILLA WARFARE, CONVENTIONAL BATTLES, AND THE USE OF TERRAIN TO
STRATEGIC ADVANTAGE. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW ASYMMETRIC WARFARE SHAPED THE COURSE OF THE WAR.

4. “ViETnAM STUDIES: COUNTERINSURGENCY ™

PART oOF THE OFFICIAL U.S. ARMY SERIES ON THE VIETNAM W/ AR, THIS VOLUME FOCUSES ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNTERINSURGENCY TACTICS. |T DETAILS HOW U.S. FORCES ATTEMPTED TO COMBAT GUERRILLA
FIGHTERS THROUGH A COMBINATION OF MILITARY, POLITICAL, AND CIVIC ACTIONS. THE BOOK PROVIDES A BALANCED ANALYSIS



OF SUCCESSES AND FAILURES IN COUNTERINSURGENCY EFFORTS.

5. “Insipe THE VVC AnD THE NVVA: THE REAL STORY OF NORTH VIETNAM’S ARMED FORCES™

THIS BOOK OFFERS A RARE LOOK INTO THE ORGANIZATION, STRATEGY, AND TACTICS OF THE VIET CONG AND NORTH
VIETNAMESE ARMY FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF FORMER MEMBERS. |T REVEALS HOW THESE FORCES PLANNED AND EXECUTED
OPERATIONS AGAINST AMERICAN AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. THE FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHT
INTO ENEMY TACTICS.

6. “THe TET OFFENSIVE: INTELLIGENCE FAILURE IN WAR™

ANALYZING THE SURPRISE ATTACK LAUNCHED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES IN 1968, THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON THE
INTELLIGENCE AND STRATEGIC FAILURES THAT ALLOWED THE TET OFFENSIVE TO OCCUR. |T DISCUSSES THE TACTICAL
EXECUTION OF THE OFFENSIVE AND ITS IMPACT ON U.S. MILITARY AND POLITICAL STRATEGY. THE WORK UNDERSCORES THE
COMPLEXITIES OF ANTICIPATING ENEMY ACTIONS IN COUNTERINSURGENCY W ARFARE.

7. “FIRe IN THE LAKE: THE VIETNAMESE AND THE AMERICAN WAR™

AUTHORED BY FRANCES FITZGERALD, THIS PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING BOOK EXAMINES THE CULTURAL AND STRATEGIC DIMENSIONS
OF THE VIETNAM W AR. |T DELVES INTO VIETNAMESE PERSPECTIVES ON THE CONFLICT AND HOW CULTURAL MISUNDERSTANDINGS
AFFECTED U.S. MILITARY TACTICS AND STRATEGY. THE BOOK PROVIDES A BROADER CONTEXT FOR THE CHALLENGES FACED IN
CONDUCTING EFFECTIVE MILITARY OPERATIONS.

8. “THe VIETNAM WAR: AN INTIMATE HISTORY”

MARK BOWDEN’S DETAILED NARRATIVE COVERS THE TACTICAL AND STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENTS THROUGHOUT THE VIETNAM
W/ AR. |IT CHRONICLES KEY BATTLES, LEADERSHIP DECISIONS, AND THE EVOLVING NATURE OF WARFARE DURING THE CONFLICT.
THE BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW SUITABLE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE MILITARY COMPLEXITIES OF THE WAR.

Q. “THE GUERRILLA AND How To FIGHT HiM”
ORIGINALLY A U.S. MILITARY MANUAL, THIS TEXT WAS ADAPTED FOR THE VIETNAM CONTEXT AND OUTLINES STRATEGIES FOR
COMBATING GUERRILLA FIGHTERS. |T DISCUSSES TACTICS SUCH AS SMALL-UNIT OPERATIONS, INTELLIGENCE GATHERING, AND

POPULATION CONTROL MEASURES. THE MANUAL REFLECTS THE DOCTRINAL APPROACH TO IRREGULAR WARFARE DURING THE
VIETNAM ERA.
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