VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE
CHART 2022

VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART 2022 IS A CRUCIAL TOOL USED BY EDUCATORS,
ADMINISTRATORS, AND PARENTS TO INTERPRET STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA ACCURATELY. THIS CHART PROVIDES A DETAILED
REPRESENTATION OF SCALED SCORES DERIVED FROM THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT, ENABLING STAKEHOLDERS TO GAUGE
ACADEMIC GROWTH EFFECTIVELY. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO READ AND APPLY THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART HELPS IN
ASSESSING STUDENT PROGRESS OVER TIME, ENSURING TARGETED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION. THIS
ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE COMPONENTS OF THE 2022 CHART, ITS INTERPRETATION, AND IMPLICATIONS FOR VIRGINIA’S
EDUCATION SYSTEM. ADDITIONALLY, THE DISCUSSION COVERS THE METHODOLOGY BEHIND THE VERTICAL SCALING PROCESS AND
HOW IT SUPPORTS EQUITABLE STUDENT ASSESSMENT ACROSS DIFFERENT GRADE LEVELS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL
PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE VIRGINIA GROW TH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART 2022 AND ITS
RELEVANCE IN EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT.

o OVERVIEW OF THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT
o [UNDERSTANDING VERTICAL SCALED SCORES

® DETAILS oF THE 2022 VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART

INTERPRETING THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART

o APPLICATION AND IMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES

OVERVIEW OF THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT

THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT (VGA) IS A STANDARDIZED TESTING PROGRAM DESIGNED TO MEASURE STUDENT ACADEMIC
PROGRESS IN KEY SUBJECTS SUCH AS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATHEMATICS. ADMINISTERED ANNUALLY, THE VGA
PROVIDES EDUCATORS WITH DATA ON INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP GROWTH, HELPING TO INFORM INSTRUCTIONAL DECISIONS. THE
ASSESSMENT ALIGNS WITH VIRGINIA’S STANDARDS OF LEARNING (SOL) AND FOCUSES ON MEASURING GROWTH RATHER THAN
JUST PROFICIENCY. THIS GROWTH-ORIENTED APPROACH ENABLES SCHOOLS TO TRACK STUDENT LEARNING TRAJECTORIES,
IDENTIFY GAPS, AND IMPLEMENT TARGETED INTERVENTIONS. THE VGA COMPLEMENTS OTHER STATE ASSESSMENTS BY
EMPHASIZING PROGRESS OVER TIME, MAKING IT AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT IN VIRGINIA’S EDUCATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.

PurPose AND GoALs ofF THE VGA

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT IS TO PROVIDE A RELIABLE MEASURE OF ACADEMIC GROWTH FOR
STUDENTS IN GRADES 3 THROUGH 8. BY FOCUSING ON GROWTH, THE VGA AIMS To:

® HIGHLIGHT INDIVIDUAL STUDENT PROGRESS BETWEEN TESTING PERIODS
® SUPPORT EDUCATORS IN TAILORING INSTRUCTION BASED ON GROWTH DATA
® PROMOTE EQUITY BY RECOGNIZING IMPROVEMENTS REGARDLESS OF STARTING ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL

® |NFORM POLICY DECISIONS RELATED TO RESOURCE ALLOCATION AND PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS



ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

THE VGA CONSISTS OF MULTIPLE-CHOICE AND CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ITEMS ALIGNED WITH STATE STANDARDS. TESTS ARE
ADMINISTERED IN A COMPUTER-BASED FORMAT, FACILITATING EFFICIENT DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING. THE ASSESSMENT
RESULTS GENERATE RAW SCORES, WHICH ARE THEN CONVERTED INTO SCALED SCORES TO ENABLE VALID COMPARISONS ACROSS
DIFFERENT FORMS AND TESTING PERIODS.

UNDERSTANDING VERTICAL SCALED SCORES

VERTICAL SCALING IS A PSYCHOMETRIC TECHNIQUE USED TO PLACE TEST SCORES FROM DIFFERENT GRADES ON A COMMON
SCALE. THIS METHOD ALLOWS FOR MEANINGFUL COMPARISONS OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND GROWTH ACROSS GRADE LEVELS.
VERTICAL SCALED SCORES ARE ESSENTIAL IN GROWTH MODELS, AS THEY PROVIDE A CONTINUOUS MEASURE THAT REFLECTS
ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT OVER TIME.

WHAT ARE VERTICAL SCALED SCORES?

VERTICAL SCALED SCORES REPRESENT A STANDARDIZED VALUE THAT CORRESPONDS TO A STUDENT’S PERFORMANCE ON AN
ASSESSMENT, ADJUSTED TO ENSURE COMPARABILITY ACROSS GRADES. UNLIKE RAW SCORES, WHICH ARE SIMPLY COUNTS OF
CORRECT ANSWERS, VERTICAL SCALED SCORES ACCOUNT FOR VARYING DIFFICULTY LEVELS AND GRADE-SPECIFIC CONTENT. THis
ENABLES EDUCATORS TO INTERPRET HOW MUCH A STUDENT’S KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS HAVE IMPROVED AS THEY ADVANCE
THROUGH GRADE LEVELS.

IMPORTANCE OF VERTICAL SCALING IN VGA

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT, VERTICAL SCALING IS CRITICAL FOR MONITORING STUDENT GROW TH
LONGITUDINALLY. IT HELPS TO:

® TRACK STUDENT PROGRESS FROM ONE GRADE TO THE NEXT
® SET GROWTH EXPECTATIONS BASED ON PRIOR PERFORMANCE
® |DENTIFY STUDENTS WHO ARE EXCELLING OR NEED ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

® PROVIDE DATA FOR STATE AND LOCAL ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEMS

DeTAILS OF THE 2022 VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART

THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART 2022 PRESENTS SCALED SCORES CORRESPONDING TO
RAW SCORE RANGES FOR EACH TESTED GRADE AND SUBJECT. THIS CHART SERVES AS A KEY REFERENCE FOR TRANSLATING RAW
TEST DATA INTO SCALED SCORES THAT REFLECT ACADEMIC GROWTH. THE 2022 EDITION INCORPORATES UPDATED SCALING
PARAMETERS BASED ON THE LATEST TEST ADMINISTRATIONS AND PSYCHOMETRIC ANALYSES.

STRUCTURE OF THE 2022 Score CHART

THE 2022 VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART IS ORGANIZED BY GRADE LEVEL AND SUBJECT AREA, WITH COLUMNS DISPLAYING
RAW SCORE INTERVALS ALONGSIDE THEIR EQUIVALENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORES. THE VERTICAL SCALE TYPICALLY RANGES
FROM A MINIMUM TO A MAXIMUM SCORE THAT ALIGNS WITH THE DIFFICULTY AND CONTENT COVERAGE OF THE ASSESSMENT. THIS
STRUCTURE ALLOWS FOR STRAIGHTFORWARD CONVERSION AND INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS ACROSS GRADES.



Key UpDATES IN THE 2022 CHART

COMPARED TO PREVIOUS YEARS, THE 2022 CHART REFLECTS ADJUSTMENTS MADE TO IMPROVE ACCURACY AND FAIRNESS IN
SCORING. THESE UPDATES INCLUDE:

® REFINEMENTS IN VERTICAL SCALING ALGORITHMS TO BETTER ALIGN WITH STUDENT PERFORMANCE PATTERNS
® |NCLUSION OF EXPANDED RAW SCORE RANGES TO ACCOMMODATE A BROADER SPECTRUM OF STUDENT ABILITIES

® ENHANCED CLARITY IN SCORE REPORTING TO FACILITATE EASIER INTERPRETATION BY EDUCATORS AND STAKEHOLDERS

INTERPRETING THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART

INTERPRETING THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART 2022 REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING HOW
SCALED SCORES RELATE TO STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROW TH BENCHMARKS. EDUCATORS USE THE CHART TO DETERMINE
WHERE A STUDENT’S PERFORMANCE LIES ON THE VERTICAL SCALE AND TO COMPARE GROW TH ACROSS TESTING PERIODS.

ReADING SCALED SCORES

To READ THE CHART, ONE LOCATES THE STUDENT’S RAW SCORE WITHIN THE APPROPRIATE GRADE AND SUBJECT ROW, THEN
NOTES THE CORRESPONDING VERTICAL SCALED SCORE. THIS SCALED SCORE CAN THEN BE COMPARED TO PREVIOUS SCORES TO
ASSESS GROWTH. HIGHER SCALED SCORES INDICATE BETTER PERFORMANCE AND GREATER MASTERY OF THE TESTED STANDARDS.

UsING THE CHART FOR GROWTH ANALYSIS

GROWTH ANALYSIS INVOLVES COMPARING VERTICAL SCALED SCORES FROM TWO TESTING OCCASIONS. THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN SCORES INDICATES THE AMOUNT OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS. THE CHART HELPS TO CONTEXTUALIZE THESE SCORES
WITHIN EXPECTED GROWTH RANGES, ASSISTING EDUCATORS IN IDENTIFYING STUDENTS WHO ARE ON TRACK, EXCEEDING
EXPECTATIONS, OR REQUIRING INTERVENTION.

LIMITATIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS

W/HILE THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART IS A POWERFUL TOOL, IT MUST BE USED ALONGSIDE OTHER PERFORMANCE DATA
AND PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT. FACTORS SUCH AS TEST ANXIETY, ATTENDANCE, AND INSTRUCTIONAL QUALITY CAN INFLUENCE
SCORES. THEREFORE, DECISIONS BASED SOLELY ON SCALED SCORES SHOULD BE APPROACHED CAUTIOUSLY.

APPLICATION AND IMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART 2022 HAS SIGNIFICANT
IMPLICATIONS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL PLANNING, STUDENT SUPPORT, AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT. BY PROVIDING A RELIABLE
MEASURE OF GROWTH, THE CHART HELPS TO FOSTER DATA-DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING IN VIRGINIA’S SCHOOLS.

SUPPORTING T ARGETED INSTRUCTION

EDUCATORS USE SCALED SCORE DATA TO TAILOR INSTRUCTION TO MEET DIVERSE STUDENT NEEDS. THE CHART ENABLES
IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC AREAS WHERE STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE GROWTH OR STRUGGLE, INFORMING DIFFERENTIATED
TEACHING STRATEGIES AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION.



ENHANCING ACCOUNTABILITY AND REPORTING

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS AND POLICYMAKERS RELY ON VERTICAL SCALED SCORES TO MONITOR SCHOOL-WIDE AND DISTRICT-
WIDE ACADEMIC PROGRESS. THE 2022 CHART FACILITATES TRANSPARENT REPORTING AND SUPPORTS ACCOUNTABILITY
SYSTEMS AIMED AT IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES.

PrROMOTING EQUITY IN EDUCATION

BY FOCUSING ON STUDENT GROWTH RATHER THAN PROFICIENCY ALONE, THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED
SCORE CHART 2022 PROMOTES EQUITY. |T RECOGNIZES IMPROVEMENT ACROSS ALL ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS, ENCOURAGING
INCLUSIVE PRACTICES THAT SUPPORT EVERY LEARNER’S POTENTIAL.

1. USE VERTICAL SCALED SCORES TO TRACK INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP ACADEMIC PROGRESS.

2. INCORPORATE SCALED SCORE DATA INTO INSTRUCTIONAL PLANNING AND INTERVENTION STRATEGIES.

3. LEVERAGE GROWTH DATA FOR SCHOOL AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTARBILITY INITIATIVES.

4. ENGAGE STAKEHOLDERS WITH CLEAR AND ACCESSIBLE PERFORMANCE REPORTING BASED ON SCALED SCORES.

5. CONTINUOUSLY REVIEW AND UPDATE SCALING PROCEDURES TO ENSURE FAIRNESS AND ACCURACY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCorRe CHART
2022?

THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED ScorE CHART 2022 IS A TOOL USED TO MEASURE STUDENT
ACADEMIC GROWTH IN VIRGINIA BY COMPARING SCALED SCORES ACROSS DIFFERENT GRADE LEVELS TO TRACK PROGRESS OVER
TIME.

How IS THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CALCULATED IN THE VIRGINIA GROWTH
ASSESSMENT 2022°

THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE IS CALCULATED BY CONVERTING RAW TEST SCORES INTO A STANDARDIZED SCALE THAT
ALLOWS COMPARISON OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE ACROSS DIFFERENT GRADES, ENABLING EDUCATORS TO ASSESS GROWTH FROM
YEAR TO YEAR.

WHY IS THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART IMPORTANT FOR VIRGINIA EDUCATORS IN
2022°

THE CHART IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT HELPS EDUCATORS UNDERSTAND STUDENT GROW TH TRAJECTORIES, IDENTIFY LEARNING
GAPS, AND TAILOR INSTRUCTION TO MEET INDIVIDUAL STUDENT NEEDS BASED ON CONSISTENT GROWTH METRICS.

\W/HERE CAN | FIND THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORE
CHART FOR 2022?

THE CHART IS TYPICALLY AVAILABLE ON THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE OR THROUGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATORS AS PART OF THE 2022 ASSESSMENT RESOURCES.



How poes THE 2022 VErRTICAL SCALED SCORE CHART IMPACT STUDENT
EVALUATION IN VIRGINIA?

THE 2022 CHART PROVIDES A STANDARDIZED METRIC TO EVALUATE STUDENT PROGRESS OVER MULTIPLE YEARS, ALLOWING
FOR MORE ACCURATE ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC GROWTH RATHER THAN JUST PROFICIENCY IN A SINGLE YEAR.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UNDERSTANDING V/IRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENTS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THE VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE VERTICAL
SCALED SCORE CHARTS USED IN 2022. |T EXPLAINS HOW SCORES ARE CALCULATED, INTERPRETED, AND APPLIED TO MEASURE
STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS. EDUCATORS AND PARENTS WILL FIND PRACTICAL ADVICE ON USING ASSESSMENT DATA TO
SUPPORT STUDENT GROWTH EFFECTIVELY.

2. INTERPRETING VERTICAL SCALED SCORES: VIRGINIAS 2022 ASSESSMENT DATA

FOCUSED SPECIFICALLY ON THE VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHARTS FROM VIRGINIA’S 2022 ASSESSMENTS, THIS BOOK BREAKS
DOWN THE METHODOLOGY BEHIND SCORE SCALING. |T OFFERS DETAILED EXAMPLES AND CASE STUDIES TO HELP USERS
UNDERSTAND SCORE TRENDS AND MAKE DATA-DRIVEN DECISIONS FOR EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT.

3. ANALYZING STUDENT GROWTH IN VIRGINIA: TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES

THIS TITLE OFFERS EDUCATORS A TOOLKIT FOR ANALYZING STUDENT GROW TH USING VIRGINIA’S 2022 VERTICAL SCALED
SCORE CHARTS. |IT COVERS STATISTICAL METHODS, DATA VISUALIZATION, AND PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR IDENTIFYING
LEARNING GAPS AND TRACKING PROGRESS OVER TIME.

4. VIRGINIA GROWTH ASSESSMENT REPORTS: NAVIGATING THE 2022 VERTICAL SCALE

DESIGNED FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS, THIS BOOK GUIDES READERS THROUGH THE INTERPRETATION OF
VIRGINIA’S 2022 GROWTH ASSESSMENT REPORTS. |T EMPHASIZES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF VERTICAL SCALES IN ASSESSING
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT ACROSS GRADE LEVELS AND PROVIDES TIPS FOR COMMUNICATING RESULTS WITH STAKEHOLDERS.

5. DATA-DRIVEN INSTRUCTION WITH VIRGINIA’S GROWTH ASSESSMENTS

THIS RESOURCE DEMONSTRATES HOW TO LEVERAGE THE 2022 VERTICAL SCALED SCORE DATA FROM VIRGINIA’S GROW TH
ASSESSMENTS TO INFORM INSTRUCTION. |T INCLUDES LESSON PLANNING STRATEGIES ALIGNED WITH ASSESSMENT OUTCOMES AND
HIGHLIGHTS BEST PRACTICES FOR TARGETED INTERVENTIONS.

6. EDUCATIONAL MEASUREMENT IN VIRGINIA: THE ROLE OF VVERTICAL SCALED SCORES

EXAMINING THE THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF VERTICAL SCALED SCORES, THIS BOOK CONTEXTUALIZES VIRGINIA’S 2022
ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK WITHIN BROADER EDUCATIONAL MEASUREMENT PRINCIPLES. |T IS IDEAL FOR RESEARCHERS AND
POLICYMAKERS INTERESTED IN ASSESSMENT DESIGN AND VALIDITY.

7. TRACKING ACADEMIC PROGRESS: VIRGINIA’S 2022 VVERTICAL SCALE EXPLAINED

THIS BOOK OFFERS A CLEAR AND ACCESSIBLE EXPLANATION OF HOW VIRGINIA UTILIZES VERTICAL SCALES TO TRACK STUDENT
PROGRESS YEAR OVER YEAR. W/ITH ILLUSTRATIVE CHARTS AND EXAMPLES FROM THE 2022 DATA, IT HELPS EDUCATORS
UNDERSTAND GROW TH METRICS AND THEIR IMPACT ON STUDENT LEARNING TRAJECTORIES.

8. VIrGINIA’S GROWTH ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALE CHART: A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK

A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK FOR TEACHERS AND SCHOOL COUNSELORS, THIS BOOK PROVIDES STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE ON READING
AND APPLYING THE 2022 VERTICAL SCALED SCORE CHARTS. |T INCLUDES TIPS FOR SETTING GROWTH GOALS AND DESIGNING
SUPPORT PLANS BASED ON ASSESSMENT OUTCOMES.

9. IMPrOVING STUDENT OuTCOMES USING VIRGINIA'S GROWTH ASSESSMENT DATA

THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT BY EFFECTIVELY USING VIRGINIA’S 2022 GROWTH
ASSESSMENT VERTICAL SCALED SCORES. |T DISCUSSES HOW TO IDENTIFY TRENDS, ADDRESS LEARNING GAPS, AND IMPLEMENT
EVIDENCE-BASED INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES TO FOSTER CONTINUOUS ACADEMIC GROW TH.
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