VIVA LA CAUSA FILM QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

VIVA LA CAUSA FILM QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS PROVIDE AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DOCUMENTARY FILM “VIvA LA CAUSA.” THIS FILM EXPLORES THE STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS
OF THE UNITED FARM \W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT, LED BY ICONIC FIGURES SUCH AS C[?] SAR CH[F| VEz AND DoLORES HUERTA. THE
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS RELATED TO THE FILM HELP VIEWERS GRASP THE COMPLEX SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC ISSUES
THAT INFLUENCED THE LABOR RIGHTS MOVEMENT FOR FARMWORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO KEY
ASPECTS OF THE FILM, OFFERING DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND INSIGHTS THAT ENHANCE COMPREHENSION AND FACILITATE
MEANINGFUL DISCUSSIONS. BY ANALYZING CHARACTERS, THEMES, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THIS GUIDE SERVES AS A
COMPREHENSIVE TOOL FOR EDUCATORS, STUDENTS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN LABOR HISTORY AND CIVIL RIGHTS. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL COVER THE FILM’S BACKGROUND, MAJOR THEMES, SIGNIFICANT CHARACTERS, AND FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS WITH THOROUGH ANSWERS.
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® |MPACT AND LEGACY OF THE UNITED FARM W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT

BACKGROUND AND HisTorICAL CONTEXT oF ViIvA LA CAusa

THe FILM “VIvA LA CAUSA” DOCUMENTS THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED FARM W orkErs (UF\W/ ) MOVEMENT
DURING THE 1960s AND 1970s. IT FOCUSES ON THE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE WORKING CONDITIONS, WAGES, AND RIGHTS FOR
FARMWORKERS, MANY OF WHOM WERE MEXICAN AMERICAN AND FILIPINO LABORERS. THE FILM PROVIDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT
ABOUT THE CHALLENGES FACED BY AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, INCLUDING EXPLOITATION, POOR LABOR CONDITIONS, AND LACK
OF LEGAL PROTECTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIO-POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE TIME IS CRUCIAL TO COMPREHENDING THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOVEMENT PORTRAYED IN THE DOCUMENTARY. THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATION
EFFORTS AND NONVIOLENT PROTESTS THAT SHAPED THIS PIVOTAL CHAPTER IN AMERICAN LABOR HISTORY.

ORIGINS OF THE UNITED FARM W ORKERS MOVEMENT

THe UNITED FARM \W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT EMERGED FROM THE MERGING OF TWO SEPARATE ORGANIZATIONS: THE AGRICULTURAL
\W/ orkers OrGANIZING CoMMITTEE (AW OC), LARGELY COMPOSED OF FILIPINO FARMWORKERS, AND THE NATIONAL FARM
\Workers AssociaTIoN (NFWA), Lep BY C[] SAR CHP] VEZ. THE COLLABORATION BETWEEN THESE GROUPS LAID THE
FOUNDATION FOR A UNITED FRONT AGAINST UNJUST LABOR PRACTICES. THE FILM TRACES HOW THESE EARLY EFFORTS
CULMINATED IN LARGE-SCALE STRIKES, BOYCOTTS, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZING CAMPAIGNS THAT BROUGHT NATIONAL
ATTENTION TO FARMWORKERS’ PLIGHT.

SocioecoNoMIC CONDITIONS OF FARMWORKERS

PRIOR TO THE MOVEMENT, FARMWW ORKERS ENDURED HARSH W ORKING CONDITIONS MARKED BY LOW PAY, LONG HOURS, EXPOSURE
TO HARMFUL PESTICIDES, AND INADEQUATE HOUSING. THE FILM EMPHASIZES THESE CONDITIONS TO ILLUSTRATE WHY THE CAUSE
RESONATED DEEPLY WITH LABORERS AND ADVOCATES ALIKE. IT ALSO TOUCHES ON ISSUES OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND



SEGREGATION IN RURAL AREAS, WHICH COMPOUNDED THE DIFFICULTIES FACED BY FARM\WORKERS AND FUELED THEIR RESOLVE TO
SEEK JUSTICE.

MAJOR THEMES EXPLORED IN THE FILM

“VIva LA CAUSA” EXPLORES SEVERAL CRITICAL THEMES THAT UNDERLINE THE NARRATIVE OF THE FARMWORKERS® STRUGGLE.
THESE THEMES PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE MOTIVATIONS, CHALLENGES, AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
MOVEMENT. BY EXAMINING THESE THEMES, VIEWERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO BROADER SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES AND THE POWER OF
COLLECTIVE ACTION.

NoNVIOLENT ResISTANCE AND CIVIL RIGHTS

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF THE FILM IS THE USE OF NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE AS A STRATEGY FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.
INSPIRED BY FIGURES LIKE MARTIN LUTHER KINGJR. AND MAHATMA GANDHI, THE FARM\WORKERS ADOPTED PEACEFUL PROTESTS,
MARCHES, AND BOYCOTTS TO RAISE AWARENESS AND PRESSURE EMPLOYERS AND POLICYMAKERS. THE FILM UNDERSCORES HOW
THIS APPROACH WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN ACHIEVING LEGISLATIVE AND SOCIETAL SHIFTS, DESPITE FACING VIOLENT OPPOSITION
FROM SOME GROWERS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT.

EMPOWERMENT THROUGH COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY SOLIDARITY AND GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING IN EMPOWERING MARGINALIZED
WORKERS. |T SHOWCASES HOW FARMWWORKERS, OFTEN ISOLATED AND DISENFRANCHISED, UNITED TO FORM STRONG NET\WORKS
OF SUPPORT. THIS COLLECTIVE EMPOWERMENT WAS CRUCIAL FOR SUSTAINING LONG-TERM CAMPAIGNS AND ACHIEVING TANGIBLE
VICTORIES IN LABOR RIGHTS.

INTERSECTIONALITY OF LABOR AND ETHNIC IDENTITY

“ViIva La CAUSA” ALSO ADDRESSES THE INTERSECTION OF LABOR STRUGGLES WITH ETHNIC AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. THE
MOVEMENT WAS DEEPLY ROOTED IN MEXICAN AMERICAN AND FILIPINO AMERICAN COMMUNITIES, REFLECTING THEIR SHARED
EXPERIENCES OF DISCRIMINATION AND RESILIENCE. THE FILM EXPLORES HOW CULTURAL PRIDE AND IDENTITY PLAYED A ROLE IN
MOBILIZING SUPPORT AND FOSTERING UNITY AMONG DIVERSE GROUPS OF \WORKERS.

Key FIGURES AND THEIR ROLES

THE FILM FEATURES SEVERAL INFLUENTIAL LEADERS AND ACTIVISTS WHO PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN THE UNITED FARM
\X/ ORKERS MOVEMENT. UNDERSTANDING THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS HELPS CLARIFY THE DYNAMICS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
STRUGGLE DEPICTED IN “VIva La Causa.”

Cl saAr CH[P] VvEz

C SAR CH VEZ IS THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN THE FILM, DEPICTED AS A DEDICATED AND CHARISMATIC LEADER COMMITTED TO
SECURING JUSTICE FOR FARMWORKERS. HIS LEADERSHIP IN ORGANIZING STRIKES, NEGOTIATING CONTRACTS, AND IMPLEMENTING
BOYCOTTS IS PORTRAYED IN DETAIL. THE FILM ALSO ILLUSTRATES HIS PHILOSOPHY OF NONVIOLENCE AND HIS ABILITY TO



INSPIRE WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR THE CAUSE.

DoLores HUERTA

DOLORES HUERTA, CO-FOUNDER OF THE UNITED FARM W ORKERS, IS HIGHLIGHTED FOR HER CRITICAL ROLE IN ORGANIZING
WORKERS, ADVOCATING FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS WITHIN THE MOVEMENT, AND SHAPING ITS POLITICAL STRATEGY. THE FILM
ACKNOWLEDGES HER AS A POWERFUL VOICE FOR LABOR RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, INSTRUMENTAL IN MANY OF THE
MOVEMENT’S SUCCESSES.

PHiLIP VerA CruUz

PHILIP VERA CRUZ, A FILIPINO LABOR LEADER, IS FEATURED FOR HIS LEADERSHIP IN THE AGRICULTURAL W/ ORKERS ORGANIZING
COMMITTEE AND HIS COLLABORATION WITH CH VEZ AND HUERTA. HIS EFFORTS HELPED BRIDGE RACIAL AND ETHNIC DIVIDES
WITHIN THE MOVEMENT AND STRENGTHEN ITS COLLECTIVE POWER.

ComMoN Viva LA Causa FILM QUESTIONS AND DETAILED ANSWERS

BELOW ARE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FILM “Viva La CAUSA," ALONG WITH COMPREHENSIVE ANSWERS
THAT ADDRESS KEY POINTS AND DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING OF THE DOCUMENTARY'S CONTENT.

1. WHAT IS THE MAIN MESSAGE OF THE FILM “VIva La Causa”?

THE PRIMARY MESSAGE CENTERS ON THE POWER OF UNITY AND NONVIOLENT ACTIVISM IN ACHIEVING SOCIAL JUSTICE. THE
FILM EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF STANDING UP AGAINST EXPLOITATION AND DISCRIMINATION TO SECURE FAIR LABOR
RIGHTS FOR FARMW ORKERS.

2. How DID THE FARMWORKERS ORGANIZE THEMSELVES TO FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS?

FARMW ORKERS ORGANIZED THROUGH LOCAL COMMITTEES, UNIONS, AND ALLIANCES BETWEEN DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS.
THEY USED STRIKES, BOYCOTTS, AND PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS TO DEMAND BETTER WAGES AND \WORKING CONDITIONS.

3. WHY WAS NONVIOLENCE A STRATEGIC CHOICE FOR THE MOVEMENT?

NONVIOLENCE HELPED GAIN PUBLIC SYMPATHY AND MORAL AUTHORITY, MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR OPPONENTS TO
JUSTIFY VIOLENT REPRESSION. |T ALSO ALIGNED THE MOVEMENT WITH BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS EFFORTS, INCREASING ITS
EFFECTIVENESS.

4. W/HAT ROLE DID WOMEN PLAY IN THE UNITED FARM W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT?

W/ OMEN LIKE DOLORES HUERTA PLAYED LEADERSHIP ROLES IN ORGANIZING, NEGOTIATING, AND ADVOCATING FOR
\WORKERS’ RIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTING GENDER EQUALITY WITHIN THE LABOR MOVEMENT AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISM.

5. WHAT WERE SOME CHALLENGES FACED BY THE UF\W/ DURING THE MOVEMENT?

THe UF\W FACED OPPOSITION FROM GROWERS, LEGAL OBSTACLES, RACIAL TENSIONS, AND INTERNAL DISAGREEMENTS.
THE FILM DETAILS HOW THESE CHALLENGES WERE MET WITH PERSISTENCE AND STRATEGIC PLANNING.

6. How pip THE FILM “VIva LA CAUSA” CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF LABOR HISTORY?



THE FILM EDUCATES VIEWERS ABOUT THE FARMW ORKERS’ STRUGGLE, BRINGING ATTENTION TO A LESSER-KNOWN BUT
CRITICAL PART OF AMERICAN LABOR HISTORY. |T ALSO INSPIRES REFLECTION ON ONGOING LABOR AND CIVIL RIGHTS
ISSUES.

IMPACT AND LEGACY oOF THE UNITED FARM W ORKERS MOVEMENT

THE UNITED FARM \W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT, AS PORTRAYED IN “VIvVA LA CAUSA,” LEFT A LASTING IMPACT ON LABOR RIGHTS,
CIVIL RIGHTS, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE UNITED STATES. THE MOVEMENT ACHIEVED SIGNIFICANT LEGAL AND SOCIAL GAINS
THAT IMPROVED THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS AGRICULTURAL WORKERS AND SET PRECEDENTS FOR FUTURE LABOR ACTIVISM.

LEGISLATIVE AND PoLicY CHANGES

THE UF\W’S EFFORTS CONTRIBUTED TO THE PASSAGE OF LAWS THAT IMPROVED LABOR CONDITIONS, SUCH AS COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING RIGHTS FOR FARMWORKERS AND REGULATIONS ON PESTICIDE USE. THESE LEGAL ADVANCEMENTS WERE MILESTONES IN
PROTECTING VULNERABLE WORKERS AND ENHANCING \WORKPLACE STANDARDS.

SociaL AwARENESS AND CULTURAL INFLUENCE

THE MOVEMENT RAISED NATIONAL AWARENESS ABOUT THE EXPLOITATION OF FARMWORKERS AND INFLUENCED POPULAR
CULTURE, EDUCATION, AND POLITICAL DISCOURSE. THE FILM ITSELF IS PART OF THIS LEGACY, SERVING AS AN EDUCATIONAL
TOOL THAT PRESERVES THE HISTORY AND LESSONS OF THE STRUGGLE.

CONTINUED RELEVANCE

THe THEMES oF “Viva LA CAUSA” REMAIN RELEVANT TODAY AS FARMWORKERS AND OTHER LABOR GROUPS CONTINUE TO FACE
CHALLENGES. THE FILM ENCOURAGES ONGOING ADVOCACY AND HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF SOLIDARITY IN ADDRESSING
SOCIAL INEQUALITIES.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF THE FILM 'VIVA LA CAUSA'?

THE MAIN THEME OF 'VIVA LA CAUSA’ IS THE STRUGGLE OF FARMWORKERS FOR BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS AND LABOR
RIGHTS, FOCUSING ON THE EFFORTS OF LEADERS LIKE CesAR CHAVEZ.

\W/HO ARE THE CENTRAL FIGURES PORTRAYED IN ‘VIVA LA CAusA’?

THE FILM CENTERS AROUND CESAR CHAVEZ AND DOLORES HUERTA, KEY LEADERS IN THE UNITED FARM \X/ ORKERS MOVEMENT.

\WHAT HISTORICAL EVENTS DOES 'VIVA LA CAUSA' DEPICT?

"Viva LA CAUSA' DEPICTS THE FARMWORKER STRIKES, BOYCOTTS, AND LABOR ORGANIZING DURING THE 1960s anp 1970s



IN THE UNITED STATES.

How poEes ‘'VIVA LA CAUSA’ ILLUSTRATE THE IMPACT OF NONVIOLENT PROTEST?

THE FILM sHOWS HOW CESAR CHAVEZ AND HIS FOLLOWERS USED NONVIOLENT TACTICS SUCH AS BOYCOTTS AND MARCHES TO
BRING NATIONAL ATTENTION TO FARMWORKER ISSUES.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES DOLORES HUERTA PLAY IN THE FILM?

DOLORES HUERTA IS PORTRAYED AS A PASSIONATE LABOR LEADER AND CO-FOUNDER OF THE UNITED FARM \W/ ORKERS, WORKING
ALONGSIDE CESAR CHAVEZ TO IMPROVE FARMWORKERS' RIGHTS.

WHY IS THE TITLE 'VIVA LA CAUSA’ SIGNIFICANT?

THe TITLE "Viva LA CAUSA” TRANSLATES TO ‘LoNG Live THe CAUSE,” SYMBOLIZING THE ENDURING FIGHT FOR JUSTICE AND
DIGNITY FOR FARMW ORKERS.

\WHAT CHALLENGES DO THE FARMWORKERS FACE IN 'VIVA LA CAUSA’?

FARMW ORKERS FACE EXPLOITATION, POOR WAGES, UNSAFE WORKING CONDITIONS, AND LACK OF LEGAL PROTECTIONS, WHICH
THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS TO EMPHASIZE THEIR STRUGGLE.

How poEes 'Viva LA CAUSA’ CONTRIBUTE TO UNDERSTANDING LATINO HISTORY IN
THE U.S.P

THE FILM EDUCATES VIEWERS ON THE SIGNIFICANT ROLE LATINO FARMWORKERS PLAYED IN LABOR RIGHTS MOVEMENTS AND THEIR
FIGHT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE IN AMERICA.

WHAT LESSONS CAN VIEWERS LEARN FROM 'VIVA LA CAausA’?

VIEWERS LEARN ABOUT THE POWER OF SOLIDARITY, NONVIOLENT ACTIVISM, AND PERSEVERANCE IN ACHIEVING SOCIAL CHANGE
THROUGH THE STORY OF THE UNITED FARM W/ ORKERS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UnpERSTANDING ViIVA LA CAUSA: A STUDY GUIDE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE FILM “VIVA LA CAUSA,” OFFERING DETAILED QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS THAT HELP READERS GRASP THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND KEY THEMES. |T IS DESIGNED AS A COMPANION FOR
STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED FARM W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT. THE GUIDE ALSO
INCLUDES DISCUSSION PROMPTS TO ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ACTIVISM.

2. Viva LA CAUSA: ExpLoRING THE CHICANO MOVEMENT THROUGH FiLM

FOCUSED ON THE DEPICTION OF THE CHICANO MOVEMENT IN “VIVA LA CAUSA,” THIS BOOK ANALYZES THE FILM’S PORTRAYAL
OF LABOR STRUGGLES AND CIVIL RIGHTS. |T PRESENTS THOUGHTFUL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE UNITED FARM W/ ORKERS AND THEIR LEADER, CESAR CHAVEZ. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHTS INTO THE
CULTURAL AND POLITICAL IMPACT OF THE MOVEMENT.

3. TEACHING ViVA LA CAUSA: CLASSROOM CQQUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

A RESOURCE FOR TEACHERS, THIS BOOK OFFERS PRACTICAL QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE FILM “VIVA LA
CAUSA.” IT PROVIDES STRATEGIES FOR ENGAGING STUDENTS WITH THE FILM’S CONTENT, ENCOURAGING DIALOGUE ABOUT LABOR
RIGHTS AND SOCIAL CHANGE. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES ASSESSMENTS TO EVALUATE STUDENT COMPREHENSION AND
REFLECTION.

4. Viva La CAUsA FiLm GUIDE: QUESTIONS, ANSWERS, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT



THIS GUIDE DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL EVENTS DEPICTED IN “VIvA LA CAUSA,” PAIRING KEY MOMENTS IN THE FILM WITH
TARGETED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. |T HELPS READERS CONNECT THE FILM’S NARRATIVE TO REAL-LIFE LABOR STRUGGLES IN
AMERICAN HISTORY. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES TIMELINES AND BIOGRAPHIES TO ENRICH UNDERSTANDING.

5. ANALYZING VIvA LA CAUSA: CRITICAL QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION

DESIGNED FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS, THIS BOOK PROVIDES IN-DEPTH QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS THAT
CHALLENGE READERS TO CRITICALLY ANALYZE THE FILM’S THEMES AND CINEMATIC TECHNIQUES. | T EXPLORES ISSUES OF
LEADERSHIP, GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM, AND MEDIA REPRESENTATION WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE UNITED FARM W/ ORKERS
MOVEMENT.

6. Viva LA CAUSA: A HiISTORICAL AND EDUCATIONAL COMPANION

THIS COMPANION BOOK OFFERS A BLEND OF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND EDUCATIONAL QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE FILM
“Viva LA CAUSA.” IT IS IDEAL FOR READERS SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND BOTH THE STORY AND ITS BROADER SOCIAL
IMPLICATIONS. THE GUIDE INCLUDES PRIMARY SOURCES AND SUGGESTED FURTHER READINGS.

7. SociAL JUSTICE IN ViIVA LA CAUSA: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR STUDENTS

FOCUSING ON THEMES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE, THIS BOOK PRESENTS A SERIES OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS THAT ENCOURAGE
STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON THE STRUGGLES SHOWN IN “VIva LA CAUSA.” IT HELPS LEARNERS MAKE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE
FILM’S EVENTS AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN LABOR RIGHTS AND EQUALITY.

8. Viva LA CAusA STupy QUESTIONS: ENGAGING WiTH THE UNITED FARM \WORKERS MOVEMENT

THIS STUDY GUIDE CENTERS ON THE UNITED FARM \W/ ORKERS MOVEMENT AS DEPICTED IN THE FILM, PROVIDING INSIGHTFUL
QUESTIONS AND CLEAR ANSWERS TO FACILITATE COMPREHENSION. |T IS AN EXCELLENT TOOL FOR GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND
INDIVIDUAL STUDY, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTIVE ACTION.

9. FiLm AND HisTorY: Viva LA CAUSA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR EDUCATORS
TARGETED AT EDUCATORS, THIS BOOK OFFERS A STRUCTURED SET OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS TO HELP TEACH THE

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF “VIva La CAUSA.” IT INCLUDES LESSON PLANS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR INTEGRATING THE FILM
INTO BROADER CURRICULA ABOUT CIVIL RIGHTS AND LABOR HISTORY.
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