WALES IN WELSH LANGUAGE

WALES IN WELSH LANGUAGE IS A TOPIC THAT ENCOMPASSES THE RICH LINGUISTIC HERITAGE AND CULTURAL IDENTITY OF
\X/ALES, A COUNTRY KNOWN FOR ITS DISTINCT CELTIC LANGUAGE AND TRADITIONS. THE \WELSH LANGUAGE, OR CYMRAEG, IS A
FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF W ALES’ NATIONAL IDENTITY AND IS SPOKEN BY A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE POPULATION.
UNDERSTANDING HOW W/ ALES IS REFERRED TO AND REPRESENTED IN THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE OFFERS INSIGHT INTO THE COUNTRY’S
HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, AND CULTURAL PRIDE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE MEANING AND USAGE OF “W/ ALES™ IN \X/ELSH/ THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE, ITS STATUS IN MODERN SOCIETY, AND THE EFFORTS TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THIS
ANCIENT TONGUE. ADDITIONALLY, IT COVERS RELEVANT LINGUISTIC FEATURES, COMMON PHRASES, AND THE ROLE OF W/ELSH IN
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC LIFE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW AIMS TO PROVIDE AN AUTHORITATIVE RESOURCE ON THE SUBJECT
OF WALES IN WELSH LANGUAGE.
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THE WELSH LANGUAGE AND ITS IMPORTANCE

THe WELSH LANGUAGE, KNOWN AS CYMRAEG IN W/ELSH, 1S A CELTIC LANGUAGE NATIVE TO W/ ALES. T HOLDS A VITAL PLACE
IN THE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL FABRIC OF THE COUNTRY. WELSH IS NOT ONLY A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION BUT ALSO A
SYMBOL OF NATIONAL IDENTITY AND PRIDE. |T IS ONE OF THE OLDEST LANGUAGES IN EUROPE, WITH ROOTS TRACING BACK OVER
1,400 YEARS. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WELSH LANGUAGE EXTENDS BEYOND EVERYDAY CONVERSATION; IT IS AN EMBLEM OF
W ALES’ UNIQUE HISTORY AND HERITAGE.

LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS AND USAGE

CYMRAEG IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS DISTINCTIVE PHONETICS, GRAMMAR, AND VOCABULARY, WHICH DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM
ENGLISH. IT IS A MEMBER OF THE BRITTONIC BRANCH OF THE CELTIC LANGUAGES, CLOSELY RELATED TO CORNISH AND BRETON.
\W/ELSH USES A COMBINATION OF CONSONANT MUTATIONS, A RICH ARRAY OF VOWEL SOUNDS, AND A UNIQUE SENTENCE
STRUCTURE. THESE LINGUISTIC FEATURES CONTRIBUTE TO ITS IDENTITY AND COMPLEXITY.

RoLE IN WELSH SOCIETY

TODAY, THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE PLAYS AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN VARIOUS ASPECTS OF W/ELSH LIFE, INCLUDING EDUCATION,
GOVERNMENT, MEDIA, AND CULTURAL EVENTS. IT IS SPOKEN BY APPROXIMATELY 200/0 OF THE POPULATION, WITH HIGHER
CONCENTRATIONS IN CERTAIN REGIONS SUCH AS GWYNEDD AND ANGLESEY. WELSH IS TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS, APPEARS ON
OFFICIAL SIGNAGE, AND IS USED IN PUBLIC SERVICES, REFLECTING ITS INTEGRATION INTO DAILY LIFE.



How W/ ALES IS REFERRED TO IN WELSH

IN THE WELSH LANGUAGE, W ALES IS KNOWN AS “CYMRU.” THIS NAME HAS DEEP HISTORICAL AND LINGUISTIC ROOTS,
REFLECTING THE COUNTRY’S CELTIC HERITAGE. THE TERM CYMRU IS DERIVED FROM THE BRYTHONIC WORD ¥koM-BrOGI¥,
MEANING “FELLOW COUNTRYMEN” OR “COMPATRIOTS,” HIGHLIGHTING THE STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND BELONGING AMONG
THE W/ELSH PEOPLE.

MEANING AND PRONUNCIATION

THE PRONUNCIATION OF CYMRU IN WELSH IS APPROXIMATELY /[F] K[| MRE] /. |T SIGNIFIES MORE THAN JUST A GEOGRAPHICAL
LOCATION; IT EMBODIES THE IDENTITY, CULTURE, AND SPIRIT OF THE W/ELSH NATION. THE WORD CYMRU IS OFTEN USED WITH
THE DEFINITE ARTICLE “Y,” MAKING IT “CYMRU” OR “Y GYMRAEG” WHEN REFERRING TO THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE ITSELF.

UsAGE IN OFFIcIAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS

THe NAME CYMRU IS PROMINENTLY USED IN OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, NATIONAL SYMBOLS, AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE WELSH GOVERNMENT IS KNOWN AS “LLYWODRAETH CYMRU,” AND THE NATIONAL ANTHEM “HEN \WLAD Fy
NHADAU” MENTIONS CYMRU AS A SOURCE OF PRIDE. THE USE OF CYMRU REINFORCES THE PROMINENCE OF THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE
AND IDENTITY IN THE COUNTRY.

HisTorIiCAL CONTEXT OF THE WELSH LANGUAGE

THE HISTORY OF THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE IS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE HISTORY OF W ALES ITSELF. FROM ITS ORIGINS IN THE
EARLY MEDIEVAL PERIOD TO ITS SURVIVAL THROUGH PERIODS OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CHANGE, \WELSH HAS REMAINED A
RESILIENT AND VIBRANT LANGUAGE. THIS HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW “WALES IN WELSH LANGUAGE” HAS
EVOLVED AND MAINTAINED ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

EARLY ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT

\WELSH EVOLVED FROM THE BRYTHONIC LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY THE CELTIC BRITONS BEFORE THE ANGLO-SAXON INVASIONS OF
BRITAIN. BY THE 6TH CENTURY, WELSH WAS ESTABLISHED AS A DISTINCT LANGUAGE WITH A FLOURISHING LITERARY
TRADITION. EARLY WELSH MANUSCRIPTS SUCH AS THE “MABINOGION” AND POETRY FROM MEDIEVAL BARDS ARE EVIDENCE OF ITS
CULTURAL RICHNESS.

CHALLENGES AND REVIVALS

OVER THE CENTURIES, W/ ELSH FACED NUMEROUS CHALLENGES, INCLUDING SUPPRESSION DURING ENGLISH RULE AND DECLINE IN
USAGE DUE TO INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ANGLICIZATION. HO\X/EVER, THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES SAW SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS
TO REVIVE THE LANGUAGE, INCLUDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF \WELSH-MEDIUM SCHOOLS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS
DEDICATED TO PROMOTING W/ELSH.

WELSH LANGUAGE IN MODERN W ALES

IN CONTEMPORARY \X/ALES, THE W/ELSH LANGUAGE ENJOYS OFFICIAL RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND
SOCIETY. IT IS ONE OF THE TWO OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF W/ ALES ALONGSIDE ENGLISH, WITH LEGISLATION ENSURING ITS
PROTECTION AND PROMOTION. THIS MODERN STATUS REFLECTS ONGOING COMMITMENT TO MAINTAINING WELSH AS A LIVING
LANGUAGE.



LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

THe WELSH LANGUAGE AcT 1993 AND THE WELSH LANGUAGE (W ALES) MeasURE 2011 PROVIDE A LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR
THE USE OF W/ELSH IN PUBLIC LIFE. THESE LAWS REQUIRE PUBLIC BODIES TO PROVIDE SERVICES IN W/ELSH AND PROMOTE
BILINGUALISM. INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE WELSH LANGUAGE COMMISSIONER OVERSEE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE
REGULATIONS.

\WELSH IN EDUCATION AND MEDIA

EDUCATION PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE PRESERVATION OF W/ELSH, WITH NUMEROUS SCHOOLS OFFERING W/ ELSH-MEDIUM
INSTRUCTION. W/ELSH TELEVISION AND RADIO CHANNELS, SUCH AS S4C anDp BBC Rapio CYMRU, PROVIDE W ELSH-LANGUAGE
CONTENT, FURTHER NORMALIZING ITS USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE. THESE EFFORTS ENSURE THAT NEW GENERATIONS GROW UP FLUENT
IN \W/ELSH.

CoMMoN WELSH PHRASES RELATED TO W ALES

(UNDERSTANDING COMMON PHRASES THAT RELATE TO W/ ALES IN W/ELSH LANGUAGE ENRICHES APPRECIATION OF THE LINGUISTIC
CULTURE. THESE EXPRESSIONS OFTEN REFLECT NATIONAL PRIDE, GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, AND CULTURAL CONCEPTS UNIQUE
TO W ALES.

Key VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

CYMRU — W ALES

CYMRAEG — W/ELSH LANGUAGE

ANNWYL — DEaR (A TERM OF ENDEARMENT)

HIRAETH — A DEEP LONGING OR HOMESICKNESS FOR W/ ALES

Y DorAIG GocH — THe Rep DraGon (sYMBoL oF W ALES)

CRrROESO — WELCOME

DioLcH - THANK You

\WELSH GREETINGS AND NATIONAL REFERENCES

COMMON GREETINGS SUCH AS “SHWMAE” (HELLO) AND “Bore DA” (GOOD MORNING) ARE WIDELY USED ALONGSIDE REFERENCES
To W ALES AND W/ELSH IDENTITY. PHRASES LIkE “CYMRU AM BYTH” (\W/ ALES FOREVER) EXPRESS PATRIOTIC SENTIMENT AND
ARE FREQUENTLY HEARD AT NATIONAL EVENTS AND SPORTS MATCHES.

EFFORTS TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE WELSH

THE PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION OF W/ELSH ARE ONGOING PRIORITIES FOR THE W/ELSH GOVERNMENT, CULTURAL
INSTITUTIONS, AND COMMUNITIES. V ARIOUS STRATEGIES AND INITIATIVES AIM TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF \WELSH SPEAKERS
AND INTEGRATE THE LANGUAGE MORE DEEPLY INTO EVERYDAY LIFE.



GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

POLICIES SUCH AS THE WELSH LANGUAGE STRATEGY SET AMBITIOUS TARGETS FOR INCREASING BILINGUALISM AND LANGUAGE
USE. FUNDING IS PROVIDED FOR WELSH LANGUAGE EDUCATION, MEDIA, AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS. THE GOVERNMENT ALSO
SUPPORTS DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT TO MAKE W/ ELSH MORE ACCESSIBLE ONLINE.

CoMMUNITY AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CULTURAL FESTIVALS CELEBRATE W/ELSH LANGUAGE AND HERITAGE. EVENTS SUCH AS THE
NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD, A FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE, MUSIC, AND PERFORMANCE, SHOWCASE THE VITALITY OF W/ELSH CULTURE.
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS ENCOURAGE LANGUAGE LEARNING AND USE AMONG ALL AGE GROUPS.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

DESPITE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS, CHALLENGES REMAIN IN FULLY REVITALIZING \X/ELSH, INCLUDING COMPETITION FROM ENGLISH AND
DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS. HO\X/EVER, CONTINUED INVESTMENT AND ENTHUSIASM FOR W/ELSH LANGUAGE AND IDENTITY SUGGEST A
POSITIVE OUTLOOK FOR ITS FUTURE IN W/ ALES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

BETH YW YSTYR 'CYMRU'?

/ 1 / 1 / /
MAE "CYMRU" YN GOLYGU "WALES' YN Y GYMRAEG, AC MAE'N ENW R WLAD YNG NGHYMRU.

SUT MAE DWEUD ‘WALES' YN Y GYMRAEG?

Dweub "WALES' YN Y GYMRAEG YW 'CYMRU'.

PA 1AITH sSwWYDDOGOL SYDD YNG NGHYMRU?

MAE'R GYMRAEG A'R SAESNEG YN IEITHOEDD SWYDDOGOL YNG NGHYMRU.

BLe MAE CYMRU WEDI'I LLEOLI?

MAE CYMRU WEDI'I LLEOLI YN ¥ DEYRNAS UNEDIG, AR Y GORLLEWIN O LOEGR.

BETH YW PRIFDDINAS CYMRU?

PriFoDINAS CYMRU YW CAERDYDD.

BETH YW Y sYMBOL CENEDLAETHOL CYMRU?P

MAE'R EIRCH COCH (RED DRAGON) YN SYMBOL CENEDLAETHOL CYMRU.

PA pbiwrNoD YDY Dypb CyYMRrU?

Dyop CyMru Neu Dypp GP] vL DEwi Yw'R 1AF © FAWRTH.



BETH YW'R ENW AM Y BANDER CYMRU YN Y GYMRAEG?

Enw 'R FANER CYMRU YW 'Y DorAIG GOCH'.

SuT ALLAF DDYSGU CYMRAEG YN EFFEITHIOL?

GALLWCH DDYSGU CYMRAEG DRWY GYMRYD DOSBARTHIADAU IAITH, DEFNYDDIO APIAU DYSGU IAITH, AC YMARFER SIARAD
GYDA SIARADW YR CYMRAEG.

PA FATH O DDIWYLLIANT SYDD YNG NGHYMRU?P

MaAE CYMRU'N ENWOG AM EI CHERDDORIAETH DRADDODIADOL, DAWNSFEYDD, BARDDONIAETH A CHREFFTAU CYMREIG UNIGRYW.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. “Hanes CymrU”

MAE’R LLYFR HWN YN CYNNIG TROSOLWG HELAETH O HANES CYMRU O’R CYFNOD CELTAIDD HYD AT Y DYDDIAU MODERN. MAEN
ARCHWILIO DIGW YDDIADAU ALLWEDDOL, MEGIS Y GWRTHRYFELAU A’R NEWID ECONOMAIDD MAWR. MAE’N ADDAS | UNRHYW UN
SYDD EISIAU DEALLTWRIAETH DDA O DRAS A DATBLYGIAD CYMRU.

2. “Lrerypp Cupp CymrU”

YN Y LLYFR HWN, CEIR DARLUN O LEFYDD ANGHYFFREDIN A HANESYDDOL CYMRU SYDD DDIM YN HYSBYS | BAWB. O FRYNGAERAU
CUDD | GOEDWIGOEDD DIRGEL, MAE’R AWDUR YN ARCHWILIO™R LLEOEDD HYN GYDA THIPYN O DDIRGELWCH A HUD. MAE’N DARLLEN
GWYCH I’R RHAI SY’N CARU HANES A NATUR.

3. “LLecHr A THRAETHAU: CYMRU ARFORDIROL ™

MAER LLYFR YN CANOLBW YNTIO AR ARFORDIR CYMRU, GAN DDISGRIFIO TRAETHAU HARDD A THIRWEDDAU CREIGIOG. MAE'N
CYNNWYS STRAEON AM FYWYD MOROL A CHYMUNEDAU PYSGOTA TRADDODIADOL. MAE LLUNIAU LLIWGAR YN YCHWANEGU AT
Y PROFIAD DARLLEN.

4. “CymMrUR MABINOGION™

CASGLIAD O STRAEON HYNAFOL CYMREIG YW’R MABINOGION, A’R LLYFR HWN YN CYNNIG CYFIEITHIAD A DADANSODDIAD OR
STRAEON HYN. MAE’N RHOI CIPOLWG AR GREDOAU, MYTHOLEG, A DIWYLLIANT CYMRU O’R OES GYNNAR. MAE’N ADDAS |
DDARLLENW YR SY’N HOFF O LENYDDIAETH GYNTEFIG.

5. “CyMrU Fyw: DIWYLLIANT A THREFTADAETH”

MAER LLYFR HWN YN ARCHW/ILIO DIWYLLIANT CYMRU AR HYN O BRYD, GAN GYNNWYS CERDDORIAETH, DAWNS, AR IAITH
GYMRAEG. MAE’N PWYSLEISIO SUT MAE TRADDODIADAU’N CAEL EU CADW A’U DATBLYGU MEWN BYW YD MODERN. MAE'N
GYFEILLGAR | BOB OED.

6. “ArFORDIR SiR BENFRO™

CYFROL SY’N CANOLBWYNTIO AR UN O’R ARDALOEDD MW Y AF PRYDFERTH YNG NGHYMRU, SIR BENFRO. MAE’N CYNNW YS HANES
LLEOL, DAEAREG, A BYW YD GWYLLT ARFORDIROL. MAE HEFYD YN CYNNIG LL\W YBRAU CERDDED A SYNIADAU AR GYFER
YMWELIADAU.

7. “LLyrrAU LLYGAD ¥ CyMRO™

CASGLIAD O LUNIAU A DARLUNIAU SY’N PORTREADU BYWYD BOB DYDD YNG NGHYMRU. MAE’R LLYFR YN LLAWN O DDEL\WEDDAU
O WYLIAU, DIGW YDDIADAU, A THIRWEDDAU CYMRU. MAE’N ADNODD GWERTHFAWR I’R RHAI SY’N HOFFI GWELD CYMRU DRWY
LYGAID Y BOBL LEOL.

8. “CymrU AR IAITH GYMRAEG™

YN Y LLYFR HWN, MAE'R AWDUR YN TRAFOD HANES A STATWS PRESENNOL YR IAITH GYMRAEG. MAE’N EDRYCH AR YMDRECHION
I’W DIOGELU A’I HYRWYDDO, YN OGYSTAL [?] R HERIAU SY’N WYNEBU’R IAITH MEWN BYD MODERN. MAE’N BW YSIG I’R RHAI SYDD
DIDDORDEB MEWN IEITHYDDIAETH A CHENEDLAETHOLDEB.

9. “CymrUR MwYAR: HANES AMAETHYDDOL”
MAE’R LLYFR YN ARCHWILIO HANES AMAETHYDDIAETH YNG NGHYMRU, GAN DDECHRAU GYDA’R ARFERION CYNHANESYDDOL HYD



AT Y DULLIAU MODERN. MAE’N TRAFOD R L AMAETHYDDIAETH MEWN CYMDEITHAS GYMREIG A SUT MAER DIWYDIANT WEDI
NEWID DROS Y CANRIFOEDD. MAE’N ADDAS | DDARLLENW YR SYDD DIDDORDEB MEWN HANES A CHYNHYRCHU BWYD.
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