
walk this way bass tab

Walk this way bass tab is one of the most iconic and recognizable bass lines in rock history. Performed by
the legendary band Aerosmith, the song features a powerful and funky rhythm that has captivated
audiences since its release in 1975. The track is not only a staple in classic rock playlists but also serves as a
significant learning tool for bass players aiming to grasp the intricacies of groove and timing. In this article,
we will delve into the structure of the song, the techniques used, and provide a comprehensive guide to
playing the bass line effectively.

Understanding the Song Structure

Before diving into the bass tab, it's essential to understand the song structure and its significance. "Walk
This Way" features a classic rock format, making it accessible for both beginners and seasoned musicians.
The song can be broken down into various sections:

Verse

The verses of "Walk This Way" set the tone for the entire track. The bass line during this section is
straightforward yet effective, providing a solid foundation for the guitar and vocals.

Chorus

The chorus amps up the energy with a more dynamic bass line. This section is where the iconic groove
truly shines, and it’s critical for players to capture the spirit of the original recording.

Bridge

The bridge introduces a slight variation in the bass line, allowing for a transition back into the chorus. This
part is crucial for maintaining the song's momentum.

Essential Techniques for Playing the Bass Line

To effectively play the walk this way bass tab, several techniques are essential. These techniques not only



enhance your playing but also help you emulate the style of the original recording.

Fingerstyle vs. Pick

- Fingerstyle: Using your fingers provides a warmer tone and allows for greater control over dynamics.
This technique is often used in funk and rock music.
- Pick: A pick can produce a sharper attack, which is beneficial for creating a more aggressive sound. Many
rock bassists prefer this method for the clarity it brings to faster passages.

Groove and Timing

The groove is the backbone of "Walk This Way." Pay attention to the following tips to nail the timing:

- Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome helps establish a solid sense of timing.
- Focus on Syncopation: The bass line features syncopated rhythms that add to its funky feel. Make sure to
emphasize off-beats to capture the groove.

Dynamics and Expression

Incorporating dynamics into your playing can elevate the performance. Here’s how to achieve that:

- Accent Notes: Certain notes in the bass line should be played with more force to create a dynamic feel.
- Vary Your Volume: Experiment with playing some notes softer or louder to bring out different elements
of the bass line.

Breaking Down the Bass Tab

Now that we have covered the essential techniques, let’s break down the walk this way bass tab. Below is
a simplified version of the iconic bass line to get you started.

```
G|--------------------------|
D|---------5-5-5-----------|
A|-----5h7-------7-5-------|
E|--0-------------------7-5-|
```



This section represents the main riff that repeats throughout the song. Here’s a breakdown of the tab:

1. G String: The G string remains open for the initial notes, allowing for a strong foundation.
2. D String: The bass player plays a series of fifths, which contribute to the song’s harmonic structure.
3. A String: The hammer-on from the fifth to the seventh fret gives a lively feel that is essential in rock
music.
4. E String: The use of the open E string creates a driving pulse that propels the song forward.

Playing the Chorus

The chorus of "Walk This Way" is where the bass line really shines. Here’s a tab representation for the
chorus:

```
G|--------------------------|
D|---------------------2-2--|
A|-----5h7-7-7--5h7--0------|
E|--0-----------------------|
```

In this section:

- The introduction of the second fret on the D string adds a new layer to the sound.
- The repetition of the hammer-on technique allows for a seamless transition between notes.

Practicing Tips for Mastery

To truly master the walk this way bass tab, consistent practice is essential. Here are some tips to guide you:

1. Slow it Down: Start by playing the bass line slowly to ensure accuracy in your finger placements and
timing.
2. Loop Sections: Focus on one section at a time, looping it until you feel comfortable moving on to the next.
3. Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can help identify areas for improvement.
4. Play Along with the Track: Once you feel confident, play along with the original song to develop your
ear and timing.



Exploring Variations and Improvisation

Once you've mastered the original bass line, consider exploring variations and improvisation. Here’s how:

Adding Fills

Incorporating fills can add personal flair to your playing. Experiment with:

- Passing Notes: Use passing notes between the main notes to create a more melodic line.
- Octave Jumps: Jumping between octaves can add depth to your playing.

Exploring Different Styles

Try playing the bass line in various styles to expand your versatility:

- Funk: Emphasize the syncopated rhythms and use techniques like slapping.
- Jazz: Incorporate walking bass lines and improvisation to bring a different flavor to the song.

Conclusion

The walk this way bass tab remains an essential piece for any bassist's repertoire. By understanding the
song structure, mastering the techniques, and practicing diligently, you can not only play this iconic bass
line but also make it your own. Remember to explore variations and different styles to enhance your
musicality further. Whether you’re jamming with friends or performing on stage, the vibrant and
energetic nature of "Walk This Way" will always be a crowd-pleaser. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best source for finding the 'Walk This Way' bass tab?
The best sources for finding the 'Walk This Way' bass tab include popular tab websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Songsterr, and Bass Tabs. You can also check out YouTube tutorials for visual guidance.



Is 'Walk This Way' by Aerosmith easy to play on bass for beginners?
'Walk This Way' has a catchy bass line that is relatively easy for beginners to pick up, but it requires good
timing and rhythm. With practice, even novice players can master it.

Are there any variations in the 'Walk This Way' bass tab across different
versions?
Yes, there are variations in the 'Walk This Way' bass tab across different versions, as some tabs may
simplify the lines or adapt them for different bass tunings. It's good to compare a few to find one that suits
your playing style.

What tuning is used for the bass in 'Walk This Way'?
'Walk This Way' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G) for bass guitars. This allows you to play
along with the original recording easily.

Can I find 'Walk This Way' bass tabs for different skill levels?
Yes, many websites offer 'Walk This Way' bass tabs for various skill levels, from beginner to advanced.
Look for tabs that specify difficulty or provide simplified versions for easier play.
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