
ward temple and family history plan
Ward Temple and Family History Plan is a vital initiative within many
religious communities, particularly in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (LDS Church), that focuses on strengthening family connections
through temple work and genealogy. This plan aims to engage members of the
congregation in discovering their family history, participating in temple
ordinances, and fostering a deeper understanding of their heritage. In this
article, we will explore the components of a Ward Temple and Family History
Plan, its significance, and practical steps for implementation.

Understanding the Ward Temple and Family
History Plan

The Ward Temple and Family History Plan serves as a roadmap for religious
congregations to enhance their collective and individual understanding of
family history. It encourages members to participate in temple ordinances
that are believed to bind families together for eternity. The plan is not
only about genealogy; it represents a broader approach to spiritual growth
and community connection.

The Importance of Family History

1. Spiritual Growth: Engaging in family history work allows members to
connect with their ancestors, fostering a sense of belonging and spiritual
awareness.
2. Strengthening Family Bonds: By learning about their ancestors, members can
build stronger relationships within their own families, as stories and
traditions are passed down through generations.
3. Community Involvement: A well-structured plan can bring the ward community
together, encouraging collaboration and support among members.

Components of a Ward Temple and Family History Plan

A successful Ward Temple and Family History Plan typically includes several
key components:

1. Leadership and Organization:
- Appoint a Family History Leader: This individual will coordinate
activities, provide resources, and motivate members.
- Form a Family History Committee: A group of enthusiastic members can assist
in organizing events and initiatives.



2. Education and Training:
- Hosting Workshops: Offer workshops on topics such as using family history
software, understanding genealogy principles, and researching family lines.
- Resource Availability: Provide access to libraries, databases, and other
tools that can assist members in their research.

3. Temple Participation:
- Regular Temple Visits: Schedule monthly or quarterly trips to the temple,
encouraging members to participate in baptisms, endowments, and sealings.
- Create a Temple Recommend Drive: Help members obtain their temple
recommends through classes and one-on-one guidance.

4. Family History Events:
- Organize Family History Fairs: These events can include speakers, booths,
and hands-on activities for all ages.
- Plan Service Projects: Engage members in activities that involve indexing
records or helping others with their genealogy.

5. Personal Family History Goals:
- Encourage Members to Set Goals: Help individuals create personal objectives
for their family history work, such as completing a family tree or finding
specific ancestors.
- Celebrate Achievements: Recognize and celebrate when members achieve their
personal goals, fostering motivation and community support.

Implementing the Plan

Implementing a Ward Temple and Family History Plan requires careful planning
and execution. Here’s a step-by-step guide to creating an effective plan.

Step 1: Assess Current Resources

Before launching a new plan, assess the current state of family history
efforts within the ward. This can include:

- Identifying Existing Leaders: Determine if there are already individuals in
the ward who are passionate about family history and can take on leadership
roles.
- Evaluating Current Participation: Understand how many members currently
participate in family history and temple work and identify barriers to
participation.

Step 2: Create a Vision Statement

Develop a clear vision statement for the Ward Temple and Family History Plan



that reflects the ward's values and goals. This statement should inspire
members and guide the plan's direction.

Step 3: Develop Specific Goals

Set measurable and achievable goals for the plan, such as:

- Increase temple attendance by 25% over the next year.
- Assist at least 10 families in completing their family trees within six
months.
- Host quarterly family history workshops with a minimum of 30 participants
each.

Step 4: Plan Activities and Events

Outline a calendar of events that will support the goals of the plan. This
may include:

- Monthly family history workshops
- Bi-annual family history fairs
- Regular temple visits with transportation arrangements

Step 5: Promote Awareness

Utilize various communication channels to promote the plan and its
activities, such as:

- Ward newsletters
- Social media platforms
- Bulletin boards and announcements during services

Step 6: Gather Feedback and Adjust

After implementing the plan, it’s important to gather feedback from
participants. This can be done through surveys or informal discussions. Use
this feedback to make necessary adjustments to improve participation and
effectiveness.

Engaging the Ward Community

To ensure the success of the Ward Temple and Family History Plan, engaging



the entire community is essential. Here are some strategies:

1. Foster a Welcoming Environment

Create an atmosphere where members feel comfortable sharing their experiences
and challenges related to family history. This can lead to open discussions
and increased participation.

2. Encourage Family Involvement

Invite families to participate in activities together. For example, host
family nights where families can work on their genealogy together or share
stories about their ancestors.

3. Utilize Technology

Incorporate technology into the plan by:

- Using online platforms for workshops and discussions.
- Encouraging members to use genealogy software and apps for their research.

4. Celebrate Successes

Recognize and celebrate the achievements of individuals and families within
the ward. This can be through announcements, small awards, or features in the
ward newsletter.

Conclusion

The Ward Temple and Family History Plan provides a structured approach to
engaging members in meaningful family history work and temple participation.
By fostering a culture of learning, collaboration, and spiritual growth,
congregations can create lasting connections among members and their
ancestors. Implementing this plan requires dedication, creativity, and a
commitment to building a stronger community centered around family history
and temple work. Through these efforts, members can enhance their spiritual
journeys and create a legacy of family connection that transcends
generations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Ward Temple and Family
History Plan?
The Ward Temple and Family History Plan is designed to encourage and
facilitate member participation in temple work and family history research,
helping individuals connect with their ancestors and strengthen their faith.

How can a ward create an effective Family History
Plan?
A ward can create an effective Family History Plan by assessing the needs of
its members, setting specific goals for family history activities, providing
training and resources, and fostering collaboration among members.

What role do Family History Consultants play in the
Ward Temple and Family History Plan?
Family History Consultants assist members by providing guidance and support
in family history research, helping them use online tools, and encouraging
participation in temple ordinances.

How does the Ward Temple and Family History Plan
encourage participation among youth?
The plan encourages youth participation by involving them in family history
activities, providing fun and engaging experiences, and highlighting the
importance of their role in connecting with their ancestors.

What resources are available to wards to support
their Family History Plans?
Wards can access various resources such as training materials, software tools
like FamilySearch, community events, and workshops provided by local family
history centers and church leaders.

How can technology enhance the Ward Temple and
Family History Plan?
Technology enhances the plan by providing access to online databases, mobile
apps for family history research, virtual meetings for training sessions, and
social media platforms to share experiences and successes.
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