
washington commanders qb history
washington commanders qb history traces the evolution of one of the NFL's most storied
franchises through the lens of its key position: quarterback. This article delves into the rich legacy of
Washington’s signal-callers, exploring their impact on the team’s successes and challenges over the
decades. From early pioneers to modern-day leaders, the quarterbacks of the Washington
Commanders (formerly known as the Redskins) have played pivotal roles in shaping the franchise’s
identity. Key players, historic moments, and statistical highlights will be examined to provide a
comprehensive overview. This detailed account will also touch on transitions, quarterback
controversies, and the influence of coaching changes on quarterback performance. Readers will gain
a well-rounded understanding of Washington’s quarterback history and its significance within the
broader context of the NFL.
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Early Quarterbacks and Foundational Years
The history of quarterbacks in Washington dates back to the franchise’s inception in 1932. During
these formative years, the team, originally known as the Boston Braves and later the Boston Redskins
before relocating to Washington, D.C., relied on several key players to establish offensive stability.
Quarterbacks in this era often operated in a run-heavy offense, reflecting the strategic preferences of
the time. The early signal-callers laid the groundwork for the team's future by developing foundational
passing tactics that would evolve over the decades.

Sammy Baugh: The Pioneer
Sammy Baugh, often regarded as one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL history, revolutionized the
quarterback position with his exceptional passing ability. Joining the team in 1937, Baugh was
instrumental in transforming Washington into a competitive force. His leadership and passing
accuracy helped the team capture the 1942 NFL Championship. Baugh’s influence extended beyond
statistics; he was a trailblazer who helped popularize the forward pass in professional football.

Other Early Quarterbacks
Following Baugh, Washington saw several quarterbacks who contributed during the 1940s and 1950s,



including Eddie LeBaron and Norm Snead. While none matched Baugh’s legendary status, these
players maintained the team’s competitive presence and adapted to evolving offensive schemes as
the NFL grew in popularity.

Golden Era Quarterbacks and Super Bowl Success
The Washington franchise’s golden era, particularly in the 1980s and early 1990s, featured
quarterbacks who led the team to multiple Super Bowl victories. This period is marked by strong
leadership under center and a commitment to a balanced offense that combined a powerful running
game with efficient passing.

Joe Theismann’s Impact
Joe Theismann became the face of Washington’s offense from 1976 to 1985. His tenure included a
Super Bowl XVII victory, where his poise and skill were critical in securing the championship.
Theismann’s ability to read defenses and deliver accurate throws made him one of the most
respected quarterbacks in the league during his era.

Mark Rypien and Super Bowl XXVI
Mark Rypien followed in Theismann’s footsteps and led Washington to a dominant victory in Super
Bowl XXVI in 1992. Known for his strong arm and clutch performances, Rypien solidified his place in
Washington history by earning Super Bowl MVP honors. His leadership during this period exemplified
the franchise’s commitment to excellence at the quarterback position.

Transition Period and Quarterback Challenges
After the success of the 1980s and early 1990s, Washington entered a period marked by frequent
quarterback changes and inconsistent performance. The franchise struggled to find a long-term
solution under center, which affected overall team success. This era highlights the challenges of
maintaining quarterback stability in the NFL.

Quarterback Carousel of the Late 1990s and 2000s
During this time, Washington cycled through numerous quarterbacks, including Gus Frerotte, Brad
Johnson, and Danny Wuerffel. None were able to provide sustained success, leading to fluctuating
team performance. Injuries, coaching changes, and offensive line issues contributed to the instability
at the quarterback position.

Emergence of Jason Campbell
Jason Campbell, drafted in 2005, represented hope for Washington’s quarterback future. He showed
flashes of potential with his mobility and arm strength but struggled with consistency. Despite these



challenges, Campbell managed to lead the team to playoff appearances and served as a transitional
figure heading into the next era.

Recent Quarterbacks and Modern Era
The modern era of Washington quarterbacks reflects both the evolving nature of the NFL and the
franchise’s ongoing efforts to identify a franchise quarterback. With the team's rebranding as the
Washington Commanders, recent quarterbacks have faced the challenge of leading a team in
transition.

Kirk Cousins’ Tenure
Kirk Cousins, acquired in 2018, brought stability and high-level performance to the quarterback
position. Known for his accuracy and durability, Cousins set several franchise records and consistently
ranked among the league’s top passers during his time in Washington. His leadership helped the
team return to playoff contention, though postseason success remained elusive.

New Prospects and Future Outlook
As the Commanders look to the future, the quarterback position remains a focal point of their
rebuilding strategy. Recent drafts and acquisitions signal an ongoing search for a long-term leader
under center who can replicate the success of past Washington quarterbacks. The development of
young talent and the potential for veteran acquisitions will shape the team’s trajectory in the coming
years.

Notable Quarterback Achievements and Records
Washington Commanders quarterbacks have set numerous franchise and NFL records, reflecting their
impact on the team’s legacy. These achievements highlight both individual excellence and
contributions to team success.

Sammy Baugh – Held multiple NFL records for passing yards and completion percentage
during his career; credited with popularizing the forward pass.

Joe Theismann – Led the team to a Super Bowl victory and set franchise records for passing
yards and touchdowns during his tenure.

Mark Rypien – Super Bowl XXVI MVP, known for his playoff performances and leadership.

Kirk Cousins – Set franchise records for single-season passing yards and completions;
consistent statistical leader in the modern era.

Jason Campbell – Noted for his mobility and dual-threat ability, contributing to offensive
versatility.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Washington
Commanders franchise?
The first starting quarterback for the Washington Commanders franchise, established as the Boston
Braves in 1932, was Dutch Clark.

Which Washington Commanders quarterback holds the
franchise record for most passing yards in a single season?
Kirk Cousins holds the franchise record for most passing yards in a single season for the Washington
Commanders, throwing for 4,917 yards in the 2022 season.

Who led the Washington Commanders to their most recent
Super Bowl victory?
Doug Williams led the Washington Commanders (then known as the Washington Redskins) to their
most recent Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl XXII in 1988.

How many quarterbacks have started at least one game for
the Washington Commanders since 2000?
Since 2000, over 15 different quarterbacks have started at least one game for the Washington
Commanders.

Which quarterback was the Washington Commanders' first-
round draft pick in 2012?
Robert Griffin III was the Washington Commanders' (then Redskins) first-round draft pick in 2012.

What is notable about Robert Griffin III's rookie season with
Washington?
Robert Griffin III had an outstanding rookie season in 2012, winning the NFL Offensive Rookie of the
Year award and leading the team to the playoffs.

Who was the Washington Commanders’ starting quarterback
before the arrival of Alex Smith in 2018?
Before Alex Smith joined the Washington Commanders in 2018, the starting quarterback role was
primarily held by Kirk Cousins.



Has any Washington Commanders quarterback been inducted
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame?
Yes, Sammy Baugh, a legendary Washington quarterback, has been inducted into the Pro Football Hall
of Fame.

Which Washington Commanders quarterback has the most
career passing touchdowns with the team?
Joe Theismann holds the franchise record for the most career passing touchdowns with the
Washington Commanders.

How has the quarterback position evolved for Washington
Commanders in recent years?
In recent years, the Washington Commanders' quarterback position has seen significant changes,
moving from established veterans like Kirk Cousins and Alex Smith to younger talents such as Taylor
Heinicke and Carson Wentz, reflecting an ongoing search for long-term stability.

Additional Resources
1. Redskins to Commanders: The Evolution of Washington's Quarterbacks
This book traces the journey of Washington's quarterbacks from the team's early days to its current
era as the Commanders. It highlights key players who defined the franchise, their struggles, triumphs,
and the impact they had on the team's identity. Readers get an in-depth look at how quarterback play
shaped the team's successes and challenges over the decades.

2. Behind the Helmet: The Stories of Washington Commanders' QBs
Delving into the personal and professional lives of Washington's signal-callers, this book offers a
compelling narrative of the men behind the helmet. Through interviews, anecdotes, and game
analysis, it reveals the pressures and expectations faced by these quarterbacks. The book also
explores how the franchise's culture influenced their performances.

3. Clutch Moments: Washington Commanders Quarterbacks in Playoff History
Focused on postseason performances, this book chronicles the highs and lows of Washington
quarterbacks in critical playoff games. It examines memorable drives, game-winning throws, and
heartbreaking losses, providing a detailed account of the team's playoff quarterback legacy. Fans will
appreciate the vivid recounting of these pivotal moments.

4. The Signal Callers: A Century of Washington Commanders Quarterbacks
Covering a century of quarterback history, this comprehensive volume documents every starting
quarterback in the franchise's history. From early legends to modern stars, it includes stats,
biographical sketches, and the evolution of quarterback play in Washington. The book serves as both
a historical record and a tribute to the position’s importance in the team.

5. From Joe Theismann to Taylor Heinicke: Washington's Quarterback Journey
This book focuses on the transformation of the quarterback role in Washington through the stories of
iconic players like Joe Theismann and contemporary figures such as Taylor Heinicke. It highlights how



the style of play and team strategies evolved with different quarterbacks at the helm. The narrative
connects past and present, showing continuity and change.

6. Commanding the Field: Leadership Lessons from Washington's QBs
Exploring leadership beyond the game, this book analyzes how Washington Commanders’
quarterbacks embodied leadership qualities both on and off the field. It discusses their influence in
the locker room, community involvement, and how they handled adversity. The book offers insights
into what it takes to be a successful quarterback in a storied franchise.

7. Redskin Legends: The Quarterbacks Who Made History
Highlighting legendary quarterbacks who left an indelible mark on the franchise, this book celebrates
the careers of players who became fan favorites and NFL icons. It includes detailed profiles, career
highlights, and the cultural impact these players had in Washington. The book captures the spirit and
legacy of these football heroes.

8. The Quarterback Carousel: Washington’s Search for Stability
This book investigates the periods of instability at the quarterback position in Washington’s history,
analyzing the causes and consequences of frequent changes. It offers a critical look at drafts, trades,
and coaching decisions that influenced the quarterback lineup. The narrative provides context for the
franchise’s ongoing quest for a franchise quarterback.

9. Gridiron Grit: Tales of Washington Commanders Quarterbacks
Through a collection of vivid stories and game-day experiences, this book celebrates the grit and
determination of Washington’s quarterbacks. It includes moments of perseverance, comeback
victories, and personal challenges overcome. The book emphasizes the resilience required to succeed
in the demanding role of a Washington Commanders quarterback.
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