websters third new international dictionary

unabridged

Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged is a monumental achievement in the world of
dictionaries, representing a significant advancement in lexicography and linguistic research. First
published in 1961, it is renowned for its comprehensive coverage of the English language, showcasing
over 450,000 entries and more than 700,000 definitions. This article delves into the features, history,
significance, and impact of this reference work, providing a thorough understanding of its role in

shaping modern English.

Historical Background

The Evolution of Webster's Dictionary

The legacy of Webster's dictionaries began with Noah Webster, an American lexicographer,
grammarian, and language reformer. His first dictionary, "An American Dictionary of the English
Language," was published in 1828 and laid the foundation for future dictionaries. Webster's work
aimed to standardize American English and distinguish it from British English, reflecting the growing

national identity of the United States.

The third edition of Webster's dictionary is a continuation of this tradition, building on the previous
editions published in 1934 and 1944. The 1961 edition, known as the Unabridged, was the first to

incorporate extensive revisions and new entries based on evolving language use.



Development and Publication

The creation of Webster's Third New International Dictionary was a massive undertaking. The project
began in the 1940s and involved a team of skilled lexicographers, language scholars, and editors. The
editorial team, led by Philip B. Gove, focused on incorporating modern linguistic theories and usage

into the dictionary, making it a more accurate reflection of contemporary English.

The dictionary was published by G & C Merriam Co., and its release was accompanied by significant

marketing efforts, positioning it as the definitive American English dictionary of its time.

Key Features of the Dictionary

Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged is distinguished by several key features that

set it apart from other dictionaries:

Comprehensive Coverage

- Extensive Entries: The dictionary contains more than 450,000 entries, encompassing a wide range of
vocabulary from various fields, including science, technology, literature, and the arts.

- Detailed Definitions: Each entry provides clear and concise definitions that are often accompanied by
illustrative examples, helping users understand the meaning and context of words.

- Pronunciation Guides: The dictionary employs the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for accurate

pronunciation, making it easier for users to pronounce words correctly.

Modern Usage and Linguistic Changes

- Descriptive Approach: Unlike previous editions that took a prescriptive stance on language usage,



Webster's Third adopts a descriptive approach, documenting how language is actually used in
contemporary society.
- Inclusion of Slang and Colloquialisms: The dictionary recognizes the importance of slang and

informal language, providing definitions for terms that reflect current cultural trends and social changes.

Illustrations and Visual Aids

- Visual Elements: The Unabridged edition includes illustrations and photographs that accompany
certain entries, enhancing the understanding of specific terms.
- Maps and Charts: The addition of maps and charts provides geographical context for place names

and terms related to geography, enriching the user experience.

Significance of Webster's Third New International Dictionary

Unabridged

Cultural Impact

Webster's Third has had a profound impact on American culture and education. It has become a
staple in libraries, schools, and homes, serving as an authoritative resource for students, writers,
educators, and language enthusiasts. The dictionary's commitment to inclusivity and modern usage

has encouraged the acceptance of diverse voices and dialects in the English language.

Controversy and Criticism

Despite its acclaim, Webster's Third faced considerable controversy upon its release. Critics argued



that the dictionary's descriptive approach undermined traditional language standards. The inclusion of
slang and informal language was particularly contentious, leading to debates about the integrity of the

English language.

In response to the backlash, the dictionary's editors defended their approach, asserting that language
is dynamic and constantly evolving. They argued that documenting language as it is used reflects a

more accurate understanding of communication.

Influence on Lexicography

Advancements in Lexicographical Practices

Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged has influenced the field of lexicography in

several ways:

- Linguistic Research: The dictionary's reliance on contemporary linguistic research and usage studies
set a new standard for future dictionaries, emphasizing the importance of empirical data in defining
words.

- User-Centric Design: The focus on user experience, including clear definitions and pronunciation
guides, has influenced how dictionaries are organized and presented, prioritizing accessibility for a

wide range of users.

Legacy and Subsequent Editions

The impact of Webster's Third extended beyond its initial publication. Subsequent editions, including
the Fourth Edition published in 1981 and the Fifth Edition in 1993, continued to evolve based on user

feedback and ongoing linguistic research. The dictionary remains a vital reference work, adapting to



changes in language and culture while maintaining its foundational principles.

Conclusion

Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged stands as a testament to the evolution of the
English language and the art of lexicography. Its commitment to comprehensive coverage, modern
usage, and user-friendly design has made it an indispensable resource for generations. Despite facing
criticism for its innovative approach, the dictionary has undoubtedly shaped the way we understand

and engage with language today.

As we continue to navigate a rapidly changing linguistic landscape, Webster's Third serves as both a
historical artifact and a living document of the English language, reflecting the diverse voices and
experiences that contribute to its richness. Whether for academic study, professional writing, or
everyday communication, this dictionary remains a cornerstone of English language reference and a

celebration of linguistic diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged?

Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged is a comprehensive American English
dictionary published by Merriam-Webster, known for its extensive range of words, definitions, and

usage examples.

When was Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged

first published?

It was first published in 1961, marking a significant update from earlier editions.



What are the key features of Webster's Third New International
Dictionary Unabridged?

Key features include over 470,000 entries, detailed etymologies, usage notes, and illustrations, along

with an emphasis on contemporary language usage.

How does Webster's Third differ from previous editions?

Webster's Third introduced more inclusive language, removed many prescriptive rules, and provided a

more descriptive approach to language, reflecting how people actually use words.

Is Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged available in
digital format?

Yes, it is available in digital format, allowing users to access it online or through various apps for

convenience.

What is the significance of the controversies surrounding Webster's
Third?

The dictionary faced criticism for its liberal approach to language, with some traditionalists arguing that

it undermined linguistic standards, sparking debates about language evolution.

Who are the target audiences for Webster's Third New International
Dictionary Unabridged?
It is targeted at scholars, writers, students, and anyone seeking a comprehensive resource for

American English vocabulary and usage.

How often is Webster's Third New International Dictionary updated?

While the unabridged version isn't updated as frequently as online dictionaries, Merriam-Webster



periodically releases updated editions and online content to reflect changes in language.

Can Webster's Third be used as a reference for academic writing?

Yes, it is widely used as a reference for academic writing due to its authoritative definitions, detailed

explanations, and usage guidance.
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