what can you do with a bachelors in animal
science

What can you do with a bachelor's in animal science? Graduating with a degree in animal
science opens the door to a diverse range of career opportunities in various sectors, including
agriculture, veterinary medicine, wildlife conservation, and education. This degree not only provides a
solid foundation in the biological and physical sciences but also equips students with practical skills
that are highly valued in the job market. In this article, we will explore the various career paths
available to animal science graduates, the skills they acquire, and the potential for further education.

Understanding Animal Science

Animal science is a multidisciplinary field that encompasses various aspects of animal biology,
anatomy, genetics, nutrition, and management. Students in this discipline study both domestic and
wild animals, focusing on their care, breeding, and production. The knowledge gained in animal
science is applicable in numerous industries, making it a versatile degree choice.

Career Opportunities with a Bachelor's in Animal
Science

Graduates with a bachelor's in animal science can pursue a variety of career paths. Here are some of
the most common options:

1. Animal Care and Management

Many graduates choose to work directly with animals in roles such as:

- Zoologist or Wildlife Biologist: Studying animals in their natural habitats, conducting research, and
helping to conserve species.

- Farm Manager: Overseeing the operations of livestock farms, including managing animal health,
production, and breeding.

- Animal Shelter Manager: Running shelters, caring for abandoned or stray animals, and coordinating
adoptions and community outreach programs.

2. Veterinary Medicine and Support

For those interested in veterinary medicine, a bachelor's in animal science can be a stepping stone to
further education:

- Veterinary Technician: Assisting veterinarians in caring for animals, performing diagnostic tests, and



administering treatments.

- Veterinary Assistant: Providing support in veterinary clinics and hospitals, handling animals, and
maintaining records.

- Pre-Veterinary Student: Many students use their animal science degree as a prerequisite for
veterinary school, leading to a career as a veterinarian.

3. Research and Academia

Graduates can also pursue careers in research and education:

- Animal Scientist: Conducting research to improve animal breeding, nutrition, and health practices.
- Professor or Educator: Teaching animal science subjects in colleges or high schools, and conducting
research in academic settings.

- Extension Agent: Working with agricultural extensions to educate farmers and the community about
best practices in animal husbandry.

4. Animal Nutrition and Feed Production

Understanding animal nutrition is crucial for optimal health and production:
- Animal Nutritionist: Developing balanced diets for livestock, pets, or zoo animals, based on their
specific needs.

- Feed Sales Representative: Marketing and selling animal feed products to farmers and pet owners,
requiring knowledge of nutrition and animal care.

5. Animal Welfare and Advocacy

For those passionate about animal rights and welfare, there are roles in advocacy and policy:
- Animal Welfare Inspector: Ensuring compliance with animal welfare laws and regulations in various
settings, including farms and research facilities.

- Non-Profit Organization Roles: Working for organizations focused on animal rights, rescue, and
welfare, often involving public education and outreach.

Skills Acquired with a Degree in Animal Science

A bachelor's degree in animal science imparts a range of skills that are valuable across multiple
career paths:

 Scientific Knowledge: Understanding animal biology, genetics, and nutrition.

¢ Practical Skills: Hands-on experience in animal handling, husbandry, and laboratory



techniques.
* Research Skills: Ability to conduct experiments, analyze data, and draw conclusions.

e Communication Skills: Ability to effectively communicate findings and educate others about
animal care and management.

e Problem-Solving Skills: Developing solutions for animal health and welfare issues.

Further Education and Specialization

While a bachelor's degree in animal science opens many doors, some graduates choose to pursue
further education to specialize in specific fields. Popular options include:

1. Graduate School

Many students opt to pursue a master's or doctoral degree in fields such as:

- Animal Nutrition: Focusing on advanced studies in animal diets and health.
- Veterinary Medicine: Leading to a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree.
- Animal Behavior or Psychology: Investigating animal behavior and welfare.

2. Certifications and Licenses

Certain professions require certifications or licenses, such as becoming a licensed veterinary
technician or obtaining certification in animal welfare.

Conclusion

In summary, a bachelor's in animal science provides numerous career opportunities for graduates
interested in working with animals. From veterinary medicine to research and animal welfare
advocacy, the skills and knowledge gained in this degree program are applicable in a variety of fields.
As the demand for animal care professionals continues to grow, pursuing a degree in animal science
can lead to a fulfilling and impactful career. Whether you are passionate about caring for pets,
working on farms, or advocating for animal rights, a degree in animal science can serve as the
foundation for a successful future.



Frequently Asked Questions

What career options are available with a bachelor's in animal
science?

Graduates can pursue various careers such as animal nutritionist, livestock manager, veterinary
technician, animal behaviorist, and animal health inspector.

Can | work in veterinary medicine with a bachelor's in animal
science?

Yes, while a bachelor's in animal science can provide a strong foundation, most veterinary medicine
careers require a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree. However, the bachelor's degree can
help you gain admission into veterinary school.

Are there opportunities in animal research for animal science
graduates?

Absolutely! Graduates can work in research settings, focusing on animal behavior, genetics, or health,
often contributing to advancements in veterinary medicine and animal husbandry.

What roles can animal science graduates have in agriculture?

They can work as farm managers, agricultural consultants, or livestock production specialists,
focusing on improving animal breeding, nutrition, and welfare in agricultural practices.

Is there a pathway to becoming an animal trainer with an
animal science degree?

Yes, an animal science degree can provide the necessary knowledge about animal behavior and
health, which is beneficial for careers in animal training, including working with service animals or in
entertainment.

What kind of further education can enhance career prospects
for animal science graduates?

Pursuing advanced degrees such as a master's or PhD in animal science, veterinary medicine, or
related fields can open up opportunities for research, higher-level management positions, or
specialized veterinary roles.
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