
what did maggie have in instructions not included

What did Maggie have in Instructions Not Included? The film "Instructions Not Included" is a heartfelt dramedy
that explores themes of love, responsibility, and the complexities of parenthood. Released in 2013 and directed
by Eugenio Derbez, the movie tells the story of a man named Valent�n, who unexpectedly becomes a father figure
to a little girl named Maggie. The film's narrative is rich and layered, leading to the question of what exactly
Maggie represents in this poignant tale.

The Premise of "Instructions Not Included"

Before delving into the specifics of Maggie's role, it is important to understand the premise of the film.
Valent�n, a carefree and womanizing stuntman living in Los Angeles, suddenly finds himself with a baby girl
named Maggie when her mother, an old flame, leaves her at his doorstep. With little experience and no
instructions on how to be a father, Valent�n's journey is both comedic and tragic as he learns the ropes of
parenthood.

Maggie's Character Development

Maggie, portrayed by the talented Laura Saldana, is more than just a plot device; she serves as a catalyst for
Valent�n’s transformation. As the film progresses, Maggie evolves from an innocent child into a young girl
who showcases resilience, intelligence, and emotional depth. Her character development is central to the film's
message about the importance of family and unconditional love.

Key Traits of Maggie

1. Innocence: At the beginning of the film, Maggie is an innocent child who is unaware of the complexities of her
situation. Her innocence is a stark contrast to Valent�n’s carefree lifestyle, adding depth to their
relationship.

2. Resilience: As Maggie grows older, she demonstrates resilience in the face of challenges. Whether it's dealing
with her mother's abandonment or adapting to a life with a father who is learning on the fly, Maggie shows
strength that belies her age.

3. Emotional Intelligence: Maggie possesses a profound emotional intelligence that allows her to perceive
Valent�n's struggles and fears. This quality makes their bond stronger, as she often becomes the voice of
reason in their tumultuous life together.

4. Curiosity: Throughout the film, Maggie's curiosity about the world and her relationships drives many of the
plot points. Her questions and insights often lead to pivotal moments in the story, urging Valent�n to
confront his past and reassess his priorities.

The Relationship Between Valent�n and Maggie

The relationship between Valent�n and Maggie is the heart of "Instructions Not Included." Their bond
encapsulates the essence of the film: a love that transcends biological ties and societal norms.

Key Dynamics

1. Father-Daughter Bond: The evolution of Valent�n’s relationship with Maggie showcases the transformative
power of love. Initially, Valent�n is ill-equipped to deal with fatherhood, but as he learns to care for Maggie,
he grows into a loving and protective father figure.

2. Interdependence: Maggie and Valent�n rely on each other emotionally. While Valent�n provides for Maggie's
physical needs, she, in turn, helps him discover his capacity for love and responsibility. This interdependence
highlights the notion that parenting is a two-way street.

3. Growth and Learning: As Maggie matures, she becomes a source of inspiration for Valent�n. Her growth
mirrors his journey from a reckless man to a responsible father. The lessons they teach each other about love,



sacrifice, and selflessness are poignant reminders of what it means to be a family.

Themes Explored through Maggie's Character

Maggie's presence in "Instructions Not Included" allows the film to explore several profound themes that
resonate with audiences.

1. The Nature of Family

Maggie’s character challenges conventional notions of family. The film poses the question: What makes a
family? Is it blood relations, or can it be formed through love and shared experiences? Maggie and Valent�n’s
relationship illustrates that family can be defined by emotional bonds rather than genetic ties.

2. The Impact of Absence

The specter of Maggie's mother looms large throughout the film. Her absence profoundly affects both Maggie
and Valent�n, highlighting the theme of abandonment and the longing for maternal love. Maggie’s journey to
understand her mother’s choices adds a layer of complexity to her character and raises questions about
parental responsibility.

3. The Journey of Self-Discovery

Maggie's character arc is also a journey of self-discovery. As she navigates the complexities of her life, she
learns about her own identity, desires, and the importance of forgiveness. Her growth reflects the broader theme
of self-discovery that resonates throughout the film.

The Emotional Climax

One of the film's most emotional moments centers around Maggie's realization of her mother's absence and the
impact it has on her life. This pivotal scene serves as a catalyst for both Maggie and Valent�n, pushing them
to confront their feelings about family, love, and loss. It is a moment that encapsulates the film's exploration
of grief and longing, showing how both characters must reconcile their pasts to move forward.

Conclusion

In "Instructions Not Included," Maggie is not just a child left in Valent�n’s care; she is a symbol of love,
resilience, and personal growth. Through her character, the film explores themes of family dynamics, emotional
intelligence, and the transformative power of parenthood. Maggie’s journey alongside Valent�n serves as a
reminder that love knows no boundaries and that the bonds we forge can often be more significant than those
we are born into.

As audiences reflect on the film, they are left with the understanding that, while there may be no traditional
instructions for parenthood, the lessons learned through love and experience are invaluable. Maggie’s
character shines as a beacon of hope and resilience, making "Instructions Not Included" a story that resonates
with anyone who has ever loved or been loved unconditionally.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Maggie's primary role in 'Instructions Not Included'?

Maggie was a young girl who unexpectedly became the daughter of the main character, Valent�n, after he
found her abandoned in the U.S.

How did Maggie's presence impact Valent�n's life in 'Instructions Not



Included'?

Maggie's presence transformed Valent�n's life, pushing him to embrace fatherhood and responsibility, leading to
significant personal growth.

What challenges did Maggie face growing up in 'Instructions Not Included'?

Maggie faced challenges such as dealing with her unconventional upbringing, navigating her identity, and coping
with her mother's abandonment.

What themes are explored through Maggie's character in 'Instructions Not
Included'?

Maggie's character explores themes of family, love, abandonment, and the bond between a parent and child
despite difficult circumstances.

How does Maggie's relationship with Valent�n evolve throughout the film?

Maggie and Valent�n's relationship evolves from a rocky start to a deep, loving bond, illustrating the
emotional journey of both characters.
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