
what does the comptia a exam look like

what does the comptia a exam look like is a common question among IT
professionals and aspiring technicians preparing for their certification.
Understanding the format, content, and structure of the CompTIA A+ exam is
crucial for effective preparation and success. This article will provide a
detailed overview of the exam layout, including the types of questions, exam
domains, duration, scoring, and testing environment. Additionally, insights
into the exam objectives and tips for navigating the test will be covered to
ensure candidates are well-informed. By the end, readers will have a clear
picture of what to expect when sitting for the CompTIA A+ certification exam.
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CompTIA A+ Exam Format and Structure

The CompTIA A+ exam is designed to validate foundational IT skills and
knowledge necessary for entry-level IT support roles. The certification
currently requires passing two separate exams, each focusing on different
areas of expertise. Understanding the overall format and structure of these
exams is essential for candidates to allocate their study time effectively
and approach the test with confidence.

Two Separate Exams

The certification is divided into two distinct tests, commonly referred to as
Core 1 (220-1101) and Core 2 (220-1102). Each exam covers unique content
domains and must be passed individually to earn the CompTIA A+ certification.
This modular approach allows candidates to focus their preparation on
specific areas before moving on to the next.

Number of Questions

Each CompTIA A+ exam typically contains a maximum of 90 questions. These
questions are a mix of multiple-choice, drag-and-drop, and performance-based
types, designed to assess both theoretical knowledge and practical skills.
The variety in question types ensures a comprehensive evaluation of the
candidate's abilities.



Exam Domains and Content Coverage

The CompTIA A+ exams cover a broad range of IT topics critical for support
technicians. Each exam focuses on distinct domains, reflecting the skills
required in different facets of IT support. Familiarity with these domains
helps candidates target their study efforts effectively.

Core 1 (220-1101) Domains

Core 1 primarily concentrates on hardware, networking, mobile devices, and
troubleshooting. The main domains include:

Mobile Devices

Networking

Hardware

Virtualization and Cloud Computing

Hardware and Network Troubleshooting

Core 2 (220-1102) Domains

Core 2 emphasizes operating systems, security, software troubleshooting, and
operational procedures. The domains covered are:

Operating Systems

Security

Software Troubleshooting

Operational Procedures

Question Types and Examples

The CompTIA A+ exam employs a variety of question formats to test both
theoretical understanding and practical skills. Knowing the types of
questions that appear on the exam can help candidates familiarize themselves
with the testing style and improve performance.

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs)

MCQs make up the bulk of the exam questions. These require selecting the best
answer from several options. They assess knowledge recall, comprehension, and
application.



Performance-Based Questions (PBQs)

PBQs simulate real-world scenarios where candidates must perform tasks or
solve problems using virtual environments or interactive elements. These
questions test practical skills and troubleshooting abilities under exam
conditions.

Drag-and-Drop and Fill-in-the-Blank

Some questions require candidates to drag items to correct locations or fill
in missing information in a provided context. These formats assess
understanding of processes and relationships between components.

Exam Duration and Scoring Method

Understanding the time constraints and scoring system of the CompTIA A+ exam
is important for effective time management and goal setting during the test.

Time Limit

Each exam provides candidates with 90 minutes to complete up to 90 questions.
This averages to about one minute per question, though some questions may
require more or less time depending on complexity.

Passing Score

Scoring for the exams is on a scale of 100 to 900. The passing score for Core
1 (220-1101) is 675, while Core 2 (220-1102) requires a score of 700 or
higher. Scores are calculated based on the number of correct answers, with no
penalty for guessing.

Testing Environment and Procedures

The CompTIA A+ exams are administered in a controlled testing environment
designed to maintain exam integrity. Familiarity with the testing procedures
can help reduce anxiety and ensure a smooth testing experience.

Testing Centers and Online Options

Candidates can take the exam at authorized testing centers worldwide or opt
for online proctored exams, which allow taking the test remotely under
supervision. Both options require valid identification and adherence to exam
rules.

Exam Rules and Security

Strict security measures are in place, including no access to personal
devices, use of lockers for belongings, and monitoring during the exam.



Candidates must follow all instructions to avoid disqualification.

Preparation Tips for the CompTIA A+ Exam

Proper preparation is key to succeeding in the CompTIA A+ exams.
Understanding what the exam looks like informs study strategies and resource
selection.

Familiarize with Exam Objectives

Reviewing the official exam objectives helps identify the topics covered and
ensures comprehensive study coverage across all domains.

Practice with Sample Questions

Engaging with practice questions, especially performance-based types, builds
familiarity with the exam format and improves problem-solving speed.

Time Management Strategies

During the exam, pacing is crucial. Allocating time proportionally to
question difficulty and leaving time for review can enhance performance.

Utilize Multiple Study Resources

Combining textbooks, video tutorials, online courses, and hands-on labs
provides a well-rounded preparation experience that addresses different
learning preferences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the format of the CompTIA A+ exam?

The CompTIA A+ exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions, drag-
and-drop activities, and performance-based questions that test practical
skills.

How many questions are on the CompTIA A+ exam?

Each CompTIA A+ exam usually contains up to 90 questions, but the exact
number can vary slightly depending on the exam version.

What types of questions are included in the CompTIA
A+ exam?

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, drag-and-drop, and performance-
based questions that require hands-on problem-solving.



How long is the CompTIA A+ exam?

Candidates are given 90 minutes to complete each CompTIA A+ exam, with two
separate exams required for certification.

Are the CompTIA A+ exam questions scenario-based?

Yes, many questions are scenario-based to assess how candidates apply their
knowledge in real-world situations.

Is the CompTIA A+ exam computer-based or paper-based?

The CompTIA A+ exam is computer-based and administered at authorized testing
centers or through online proctoring.

Does the CompTIA A+ exam include practical lab tasks?

While there are no physical labs, performance-based questions simulate real-
world tasks requiring practical troubleshooting and configuration skills.

What subjects are covered in the CompTIA A+ exam
questions?

The exam covers hardware, networking, mobile devices, operating systems,
cybersecurity, and troubleshooting among other IT fundamentals.

How is the CompTIA A+ exam scored?

The exam is scored on a scale of 100-900, with a passing score generally set
around 675-700 depending on the specific exam version.

Additional Resources
1. CompTIA A+ Certification All-in-One Exam Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all the objectives for the CompTIA A+ exams,
including hardware, networking, mobile devices, and troubleshooting. It
features detailed explanations, practice questions, and hands-on exercises to
reinforce learning. Ideal for beginners and those seeking a thorough
understanding of the exam content.

2. CompTIA A+ Complete Study Guide
Written by industry experts, this study guide breaks down the CompTIA A+ exam
domains into manageable sections. It includes real-world examples, review
questions, and performance-based scenarios to prepare candidates for the test
format. The book also offers tips for exam day strategies and time
management.

3. CompTIA A+ Certification Exam Cram
Focused on exam readiness, this book provides concise summaries of key
concepts, practice questions, and exam alerts to highlight important topics.
It’s designed for learners who want a quick yet effective review before test
day. The layout is easy to navigate, making it a popular choice for last-
minute study.



4. CompTIA A+ Practice Tests: Exam Core 1 and Core 2
This book focuses on practice exams that simulate the actual CompTIA A+
testing environment. It offers multiple practice tests with detailed answer
explanations to help identify areas of strength and weakness. Using this
resource helps candidates become familiar with the question style and time
constraints of the real exam.

5. CompTIA A+ Certification Study Guide: Exam 220-1101 and 220-1102
Tailored for the latest A+ exam versions, this study guide covers updated
hardware and software topics relevant to today’s IT environments. It includes
review questions, performance-based scenarios, and a companion online
learning environment. The book aims to build foundational skills and
confidence for passing the exam.

6. CompTIA A+ Core Hardware and Software Certification Guide
This title dives deep into the core hardware and software knowledge required
for the A+ exam. It emphasizes troubleshooting techniques and system
maintenance, offering practical advice alongside theoretical knowledge. The
guide is structured to help readers progress logically through the exam
objectives.

7. Mike Meyers’ CompTIA A+ Certification Passport
Authored by a well-known certification expert, this compact guide is perfect
for on-the-go review. It summarizes critical concepts and exam tips in a
portable format, making it easy to study anywhere. The book complements more
detailed resources by focusing on high-yield information for passing the
exam.

8. CompTIA A+ Exam Prep: 220-1101 and 220-1102
This exam prep book provides targeted content review along with real-world
examples and practice questions. It breaks down complex topics into
understandable segments and includes test-taking strategies specific to the
CompTIA A+ exam. The resource is designed to build both knowledge and
confidence.

9. CompTIA A+ Certification Bundle
This bundle includes multiple study materials such as textbooks, practice
tests, and video tutorials to provide a well-rounded preparation experience.
It covers all exam objectives comprehensively and offers varied learning
methods to suit different study preferences. This all-in-one package is ideal
for candidates seeking an immersive study approach.
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