
what genre is the great gatsby

what genre is the great gatsby is a question that often arises when discussing F. Scott
Fitzgerald's classic novel. This literary work, published in 1925, is widely regarded as one of the
greatest American novels of the 20th century. Understanding the genre of The Great Gatsby is
essential for literary analysis as it provides insights into the themes, style, and cultural significance
of the book. The novel is known for its exploration of the American Dream, social stratification, and
moral decay during the Jazz Age. This article will delve into the primary genres associated with The
Great Gatsby, explore its characteristics, and explain how these genres contribute to the novel’s
enduring impact. Additionally, it will cover the subgenres and literary movements that influence the
narrative and style, clarifying where this masterpiece fits within the broader literary landscape.
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Primary Genre of The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby is primarily classified as a work of literary fiction, a genre that emphasizes style,
character development, and thematic complexity. Literary fiction often explores profound human
experiences and societal issues, which is precisely what Fitzgerald achieves through his vivid
portrayal of 1920s America. More specifically, The Great Gatsby is often categorized as a modernist
novel, reflecting the experimental styles and themes prevalent during the early 20th century.

Modernism and Its Influence

Modernism, the dominant literary movement during the time The Great Gatsby was written, is
characterized by a break with traditional forms and conventions. Fitzgerald’s novel embodies
modernist traits such as a fragmented narrative, unreliable narration, and a focus on the inner lives
of characters. The novel’s narrator, Nick Carraway, presents subjective perspectives, adding layers
of complexity to the story and challenging readers to interpret the truth behind the glamorous
facade.



Social Novel Aspects

In addition to modernism, The Great Gatsby can be seen as a social novel, a genre that critiques
society and its institutions. Fitzgerald critiques the American Dream and the social stratification of
the era, portraying the moral decay and superficiality of the wealthy elite. Through this lens, the
novel exposes the contradictions and failures of the American Dream, positioning it as a cautionary
tale about materialism and ethical decline.

Subgenres and Literary Movements

Beyond its primary classification, The Great Gatsby incorporates elements from several subgenres
and literary movements that enrich its narrative and thematic depth. These influences help define
the novel’s unique place in American literature.

Tragedy

The novel contains strong elements of tragedy, a genre that focuses on human suffering and often
ends in disaster. Jay Gatsby’s rise and fall, his unattainable love for Daisy Buchanan, and the
ultimate consequences of his pursuit illustrate classic tragic themes. Gatsby’s downfall serves as a
poignant critique of idealism and the pursuit of impossible dreams.

Romance and Melodrama

While not a romance novel in the traditional sense, The Great Gatsby includes romantic and
melodramatic elements. Gatsby’s longing for Daisy and the complex relationships among characters
add emotional intensity and drama to the plot. These aspects heighten the stakes of the narrative
and underscore themes of desire and loss.

Jazz Age Literature

The Great Gatsby is often classified under Jazz Age literature, a term used to describe works that
capture the spirit and culture of the 1920s in America. This genre reflects the exuberance, excess,
and social changes of the era, with Fitzgerald’s novel epitomizing the glamour and disillusionment of
the Roaring Twenties.

Thematic Elements and Genre Connections

The themes explored in The Great Gatsby are closely tied to its genre classifications and help explain



why the novel remains relevant and studied extensively. The interplay between theme and genre
provides a framework for understanding the novel’s messages.

The American Dream

The central theme of the American Dream is intricately linked to the novel’s genre as a social
critique. The Great Gatsby reveals the dream’s corruption by wealth and materialism, presenting it
as an elusive and ultimately destructive ideal. This thematic focus aligns with the novel’s
classification as literary fiction and social commentary.

Decay and Moral Ambiguity

The novel’s portrayal of moral ambiguity and social decay reflects its modernist and tragic elements.
Characters are complex and flawed, embodying the ethical uncertainty of the Jazz Age. This
thematic complexity is a hallmark of literary fiction and contributes to the novel’s depth.

Illusion versus Reality

Class Conflict

Identity and Reinvention

Love and Obsession

Genre Characteristics in The Great Gatsby

Understanding the specific characteristics of the genres associated with The Great Gatsby helps
clarify why it is regarded as a masterpiece and how it continues to resonate with readers and critics.

Narrative Style and Structure

The novel’s narrative style is a defining characteristic of its genre. Told through the eyes of Nick
Carraway, the story employs a limited third-person point of view that blends subjective
interpretation with factual recounting. This narrative approach allows for nuanced character
development and thematic exploration, typical of literary fiction and modernist works.



Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism is a crucial aspect of the novel’s genre, with Fitzgerald using powerful imagery to convey
themes. The green light, the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg, and the Valley of Ashes serve as symbols
representing hope, moral decay, and social desolation. These elements enhance the novel’s
complexity and align with modernist literary techniques.

Setting and Historical Context

The Jazz Age setting provides a vibrant backdrop that defines much of the novel’s tone and genre
classification. The era’s economic prosperity and cultural shifts are integral to understanding the
characters’ motivations and the novel’s critique of society.

Impact of Genre on Interpretation

The genre classification of The Great Gatsby significantly influences how readers and scholars
interpret its themes, characters, and narrative style. Recognizing the novel as modernist literary
fiction with elements of tragedy and social critique allows for a multifaceted analysis.

Critical Perspectives

Scholars often approach The Great Gatsby through various genre lenses, examining its modernist
experimentation, tragic structure, or social commentary. These perspectives reveal different layers
of meaning and contribute to the novel’s rich critical tradition.

Popular and Educational Reception

The novel’s genre characteristics have helped it maintain a prominent place in both popular culture
and academic curricula. Its exploration of timeless themes through a sophisticated literary style
makes it a staple in high school and university literature courses.

Literary Fiction1.

Modernist Novel2.

Social Critique3.

Tragedy4.



Jazz Age Literature5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What genre does The Great Gatsby belong to?
The Great Gatsby is primarily classified as a novel in the genre of literary fiction.

Is The Great Gatsby considered a classic or a modern novel?
The Great Gatsby is considered a classic American novel, written by F. Scott Fitzgerald and
published in 1925.

Does The Great Gatsby fall under the genre of romance?
While The Great Gatsby contains romantic elements, it is not strictly a romance novel; it is best
described as literary fiction with themes of love, wealth, and the American Dream.

Is The Great Gatsby categorized as a tragedy?
Yes, The Great Gatsby has elements of tragedy, as it explores the downfall of the protagonist, Jay
Gatsby, and the consequences of his pursuit of an unattainable dream.

What literary movement or genre is The Great Gatsby
associated with?
The Great Gatsby is often associated with the Jazz Age and the Modernist literary movement,
reflecting the social and cultural changes of the 1920s.

Can The Great Gatsby be classified as a social commentary?
Yes, The Great Gatsby serves as a social commentary on class, wealth, and the American Dream in
1920s America, making it a significant work within the genre of social critique.

Additional Resources
1. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
This classic novel shares thematic similarities with *The Great Gatsby*, exploring themes of identity,
alienation, and the loss of innocence. The story follows Holden Caulfield, a teenager struggling to
find his place in a superficial adult world. Like Gatsby, Holden grapples with the complexities of
growing up and the disillusionment of the American Dream.

2. This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Written by the same author as *The Great Gatsby*, this novel delves into the life of Amory Blaine, a



young man navigating the post-World War I era. It highlights themes of love, ambition, and the
search for meaning in a changing society. The book sets the foundation for Fitzgerald’s exploration
of the Jazz Age and its cultural dynamics.

3. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
Set in the 1920s, this novel captures the disillusionment and moral decay of the Lost Generation
following World War I. It centers on a group of expatriates in Europe who struggle with their
identities and desires. The novel’s exploration of decadence and the pursuit of pleasure resonates
with the themes found in *The Great Gatsby*.

4. American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis
A modern take on the critique of wealth and superficiality, this novel explores the dark side of the
American Dream through the eyes of a wealthy New York businessman. It delves into themes of
materialism, identity, and moral decay, much like Fitzgerald's work, but with a more graphic and
satirical tone.

5. Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates
This novel examines the lives of a suburban couple in 1950s America who struggle with their
unfulfilled dreams and societal expectations. It highlights the emptiness behind the facade of
success and the pursuit of happiness, themes that echo the disillusionment portrayed in *The Great
Gatsby*.

6. Bright Lights, Big City by Jay McInerney
Set in the 1980s New York City, this novel follows a young man’s descent into the fast-paced,
materialistic lifestyle of the era. It portrays the excess and emptiness of urban life, drawing parallels
to the Jazz Age’s parties and decadence depicted in Fitzgerald’s novel.

7. The Beautiful and Damned by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Another Fitzgerald novel, this book explores the lives of Anthony and Gloria Patch as they navigate
wealth, decadence, and moral decline. It provides insight into the darker aspects of the Jazz Age and
the consequences of chasing superficial pleasures, much like *The Great Gatsby*.

8. Valley of the Dolls by Jacqueline Susann
This novel tells the story of three women pursuing fame and success in the entertainment industry,
highlighting the sacrifices and moral compromises they make. It offers a critique of glamour and
superficiality, themes that align with the social commentary in *The Great Gatsby*.

9. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton
Set in upper-class New York society during the late 19th century, this novel explores themes of
societal expectations, forbidden love, and the constraints of tradition. While set in an earlier period,
its examination of social stratification and personal desire parallels the tensions in *The Great
Gatsby*.
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