
what happened in 1928 in american
history

what happened in 1928 in american history marks a significant year that witnessed a
variety of cultural, political, and social events shaping the United States. This pivotal year
reflected the roaring 1920s' prosperity and foreshadowed impending changes. From
groundbreaking technological advancements to key political developments, 1928 was a
year of transformation. The year saw influential elections, major shifts in industry, and
notable cultural milestones that echoed through American history. Understanding what
happened in 1928 in American history provides insight into the era's dynamics and the
foundation for the coming decade. The following sections explore the most important
occurrences in 1928, highlighting political events, economic trends, cultural achievements,
and societal changes.

Political Developments and the 1928 Presidential Election

Economic Landscape and Industry Innovations

Cultural Milestones and Social Changes

Technological Advancements and Scientific Progress

Significant Events in American Society

Political Developments and the 1928 Presidential
Election
The year 1928 was marked by significant political activity, most notably the United States
presidential election. This election would bring important changes to the political landscape
and reflect the nation's mood during the late 1920s.

The 1928 Presidential Election
The 1928 presidential election was a landmark event in American history. Republican
candidate Herbert Hoover ran against Democratic nominee Al Smith. Hoover, who had
served as Secretary of Commerce, campaigned on a platform of continued economic
prosperity and efficient government. Al Smith, the first Roman Catholic to be nominated by
a major party, faced religious prejudice and opposition, particularly in rural and Protestant
areas. Hoover won decisively, securing a majority in both the popular and electoral votes,
signaling public support for the Republican policies that had overseen the prosperity of the
1920s.



Impact on American Politics
The election of 1928 demonstrated the growing divide between urban and rural America, as
well as religious and cultural tensions. Hoover’s victory reaffirmed the Republican
dominance of the decade, but it also set the stage for the political and economic challenges
that would emerge with the Great Depression. The election highlighted the importance of
coalition-building in American politics and marked a shift in voter demographics.

Economic Landscape and Industry Innovations
The economic environment in 1928 was characterized by the continuation of the booming
prosperity from the earlier part of the decade. Industrial growth, consumerism, and
technological advances transformed American business and everyday life.

Continued Economic Prosperity
What happened in 1928 in American history included an economy that appeared robust and
expanding. Stock markets were reaching new highs, consumer goods were in high demand,
and wages were generally rising. This prosperity contributed to an increase in consumer
credit and a culture of spending that would soon face severe challenges.

Automobile Industry Growth
The automobile industry was a cornerstone of economic expansion in 1928. Companies like
Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler mass-produced vehicles that were increasingly
affordable to the average American. This growth stimulated related industries such as steel,
rubber, glass, and road construction.

Key Industrial Innovations in 1928

Advancements in assembly line production techniques improving efficiency.

Growth of electrical appliances, making household work easier.

Expansion of radio broadcasting as a new form of mass communication and
advertising.

Cultural Milestones and Social Changes
The cultural fabric of America in 1928 was vibrant, reflecting the Jazz Age and the Harlem
Renaissance. Social attitudes were shifting, and new forms of entertainment and art were
gaining popularity.



Jazz and the Harlem Renaissance
The year 1928 saw continued flourishing of jazz music and the Harlem Renaissance, which
brought African American culture and creativity into the national spotlight. Harlem, New
York, became a cultural hub producing influential writers, musicians, and artists who
challenged racial stereotypes and advocated for civil rights.

Cinema and Entertainment
American cinema was evolving rapidly in 1928, with the transition from silent films to
"talkies." The film industry was becoming a major cultural force, influencing fashion,
language, and social norms. Hollywood stars gained widespread fame, and movie theaters
became popular entertainment venues across the country.

Changing Social Norms
Social changes in 1928 included shifts in gender roles and the rise of the "flapper" culture,
which symbolized women's increasing independence and new social freedoms. However,
traditional values still held strong in many parts of the country, creating a dynamic tension
between modernity and conservatism.

Technological Advancements and Scientific
Progress
Technological innovation was a hallmark of 1928, influencing various aspects of American
life from transportation to communication. Scientific research and industrial technology
progressed rapidly, setting the foundation for future developments.

Advances in Aviation
In 1928, aviation made significant strides. The era's aviators, including Charles Lindbergh,
inspired public enthusiasm for air travel. Commercial aviation began to expand, and
technological improvements made flights safer and more reliable.

Radio and Communication Technology
Radio broadcasting became a dominant medium for news, entertainment, and advertising.
The year 1928 saw an expansion in the number of radio stations and the variety of
programming, which helped unify the country culturally and politically.



Scientific Discoveries
The scientific community in the United States made important progress in medicine,
chemistry, and physics during 1928. Research in these fields contributed to improved public
health and technological innovation, impacting everyday life and industrial processes.

Significant Events in American Society
Beyond politics and economics, several notable events shaped American society in 1928,
reflecting broader social trends and challenges.

Prohibition and Its Effects
Prohibition, enacted in 1920, remained in effect throughout 1928, profoundly influencing
American society. While intended to reduce alcohol consumption, it led to the rise of illegal
bootlegging, speakeasies, and organized crime. Public attitudes towards Prohibition were
increasingly divided.

Labor and Workforce Trends
The workforce in 1928 experienced changes with increasing urbanization and industrial
jobs. Labor unions were active but faced resistance from employers and government.
Worker rights and conditions were important issues, especially in manufacturing centers.

Notable Social Movements

The women's suffrage movement had recently achieved success with the 19th
Amendment, and women were becoming more politically active.

Civil rights advocacy continued, though segregation and discrimination remained
entrenched in many areas.

Religious and cultural tensions persisted, highlighted by debates over education and
immigration policies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major political event occurred in the United



States in 1928?
In 1928, Herbert Hoover was elected as the 31st President of the United States, winning the
presidential election against Al Smith.

What was significant about the 1928 U.S. presidential
election?
The 1928 U.S. presidential election was significant because Herbert Hoover, the Republican
candidate, won by a landslide, reflecting the country's prosperity during the Roaring
Twenties before the Great Depression.

What notable scientific advancement took place in 1928
in America?
In 1928, American scientist Herbert Hoover did not make a scientific advancement, but that
year marked important developments in medical research globally, including the discovery
of penicillin by Alexander Fleming, although it was not yet widely used in the U.S.

What cultural or entertainment milestones happened in
America in 1928?
In 1928, the first Mickey Mouse cartoon with synchronized sound, "Steamboat Willie," was
released, marking a significant milestone in American animation and entertainment.

How was the American economy in 1928?
In 1928, the American economy was experiencing significant growth and prosperity during
the Roaring Twenties, characterized by industrial expansion, consumerism, and stock
market speculation before the Great Depression began in 1929.

Additional Resources
1. The Election of 1928: A Nation Divided
This book explores the pivotal presidential election of 1928, which saw Herbert Hoover
defeat Al Smith. It delves into the political climate of the time, including issues like
Prohibition, religion, and the urban-rural divide. The narrative highlights how this election
set the stage for the coming Great Depression.

2. The Roaring Twenties: America on the Brink
Focusing on the cultural and social dynamism of the late 1920s, this book examines the
economic prosperity and cultural shifts leading up to 1928. It covers jazz, flappers, and the
evolving American lifestyle, providing context for the tensions beneath the surface of
prosperity.

3. Herbert Hoover and the Promise of Prosperity
A detailed biography of Herbert Hoover, concentrating on his rise to the presidency in 1928.



The book traces his career from engineer and humanitarian to political leader, analyzing his
campaign promises and the optimism of the American public.

4. The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and Its Aftermath
While the flood occurred in 1927, its effects were deeply felt in 1928. This book documents
the catastrophic flood and the federal response under Hoover’s leadership, highlighting the
social and political implications for American society.

5. Prohibition and the Law: America’s Struggle in 1928
This volume investigates the enforcement and societal impact of Prohibition during 1928. It
examines how the ban on alcohol shaped criminal activity, law enforcement, and public
opinion in the United States during this turbulent year.

6. The Rise of Radio: Broadcasting America in 1928
An exploration of how radio became a dominant form of mass communication by 1928,
influencing politics, entertainment, and daily life. The book details the technological
advances and key broadcasts that connected Americans in new ways.

7. Stock Market Speculation and Warnings of 1928
This book looks at the speculative frenzy in the stock market leading up to the crash of
1929. It analyzes economic indicators and warnings from experts during 1928, capturing
the optimism and underlying risks of the period.

8. Al Smith: The First Catholic Candidate
A biography of Al Smith, the Democratic candidate in the 1928 presidential election,
focusing on his religious background and political challenges. The book discusses the anti-
Catholic sentiment and its effect on the election results.

9. American Society and Race Relations in 1928
This book examines the state of race relations in the United States during 1928, including
segregation, the rise of the Harlem Renaissance, and racial tensions. It offers insight into
the social dynamics and struggles faced by African Americans during this era.
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