what happened in the battle of hastings

what happened in the battle of hastings is a pivotal moment in English history that
reshaped the nation's future and sovereignty. This decisive conflict took place in 1066
between the Norman-French army led by William, the Duke of Normandy, and the English
forces under King Harold Godwinson. The battle culminated in a dramatic and bloody
confrontation that ultimately led to the Norman conquest of England. Understanding what
happened in the Battle of Hastings involves exploring the political context, the key figures
involved, the battle tactics, and the aftermath that changed the course of English
governance and culture. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the battle,
highlighting its significance, the events leading up to it, and its enduring legacy.

e Background and Causes of the Battle of Hastings
e The Key Figures Involved

e The Battle Tactics and Course of the Battle

e The Outcome and Immediate Consequences

e The Long-Term Impact on England

Background and Causes of the Battle of Hastings

To understand what happened in the Battle of Hastings, it is essential to examine the
political landscape of England and Normandy before the conflict. The battle was the
climax of a succession crisis following the death of King Edward the Confessor in January
1066. Edward died without an heir, leading to competing claims to the English throne.
Harold Godwinson, a powerful English nobleman, was crowned king, but William of
Normandy also asserted a claim, alleging promises made by Edward and Harold.

Additionally, the Norse king Harald Hardrada invaded northern England, prompting
Harold Godwinson to repel this threat at the Battle of Stamford Bridge. These events
created a tense and uncertain environment that set the stage for the confrontation at
Hastings between Harold and William. The battle was not only a fight for the throne but
also a clash of cultures and political ambitions.

Succession Crisis in England

The death of Edward the Confessor without a clear successor caused instability. Harold
Godwinson was elected king by the Witenagemot, an assembly of nobles, but William
claimed that Edward had promised him the throne years earlier. This led to William
preparing an invasion to enforce his claim.



Norman Ambitions

William, Duke of Normandy, aimed to expand his influence and power by securing the
English crown. His claim was supported by papal approval, which gave his campaign a
religious and political justification. This backing helped him gather troops and resources
for the invasion.

The Key Figures Involved

What happened in the Battle of Hastings cannot be fully understood without knowing the
principal leaders involved in the conflict. The battle featured prominent figures whose
decisions and leadership shaped the outcome and the future of England.

William, Duke of Normandy

William was a skilled military leader and tactician. His careful planning and ability to rally
a diverse army, including knights, archers, and infantry, were crucial to the Norman
victory. William's use of cavalry and disciplined forces gave him a strategic advantage
during the battle.

King Harold Godwinson

Harold was the last Anglo-Saxon king of England, known for his military experience and
leadership. After defeating Harald Hardrada in the north, Harold swiftly marched his
forces south to confront William's invading army. Despite fatigue and limited supplies,
Harold's troops formed a strong defensive position on Senlac Hill near Hastings.

Other Notable Figures

e Harald Hardrada: The Norwegian king who invaded England earlier in 1066,
defeated by Harold Godwinson.

e William's Norman knights and archers: Played a significant role in the battle tactics
and eventual victory.

e English fyrd and housecarls: The militia and professional soldiers who made up
Harold’s army.

The Battle Tactics and Course of the Battle

The details of what happened in the Battle of Hastings reveal a fierce and tactical
engagement lasting several hours on October 14, 1066. Both sides deployed their forces



strategically to maximize their strengths and exploit the enemy's weaknesses.

Initial Positions and Strategies

Harold’s forces took a defensive stance on high ground at Senlac Hill, forming a shield
wall that proved difficult for William’s troops to break. The English army primarily
consisted of infantry with limited cavalry, while William's forces were a balanced mix of
cavalry, infantry, and archers.

Norman Assaults and English Defense

William launched multiple attacks against the English shield wall, using archers to weaken
the defense before sending infantry and cavalry charges. Despite heavy losses, the English
held their position for much of the day. However, a turning point occurred when parts of
the English forces broke ranks, possibly due to a feigned Norman retreat.

Death of King Harold and Turning Point

The battle's climax came when King Harold was killed—traditionally believed to have been
struck in the eye by an arrow. His death led to a collapse in English morale and
organization, allowing the Normans to break through and secure victory.

The Outcome and Immediate Consequences

What happened in the Battle of Hastings had immediate and profound effects on England’s
political landscape. William's victory allowed him to claim the English throne and begin
the Norman conquest, which transformed the country's governance, culture, and society.

William’s Coronation as King of England

William was crowned King of England on December 25, 1066, solidifying his claim and
beginning a new era of Norman rule. His reign introduced feudalism, reshaped the English
aristocracy, and altered the language and architecture of the country.

Resistance and Consolidation

Although William won the battle, he faced years of resistance from English nobles and
uprisings. Through a combination of military campaigns and political strategy, William
consolidated his power, building castles and establishing Norman authority.



Changes in Land Ownership

Following the battle, much English land was confiscated and redistributed to Norman
nobles. This created a new ruling elite loyal to William and diminished the power of the
Anglo-Saxon aristocracy.

The Long-Term Impact on England

The consequences of what happened in the Battle of Hastings extended far beyond the
battlefield, influencing England's development for centuries. The Norman conquest
reshaped many aspects of English life and governance.

Feudal System and Governance

William introduced the feudal system, which structured society around land ownership
and service obligations. This system centralized royal authority and redefined
relationships between the king, nobles, and peasants.

Cultural and Linguistic Changes

The Norman influence brought French language and customs, which merged with Anglo-
Saxon traditions. This fusion significantly impacted the English language, law, and
literature.

Architectural Developments

Norman architecture, including the construction of stone castles and cathedrals,
transformed England’s landscape. These structures served both defensive purposes and
symbols of Norman power.

Legacy in English History

The Battle of Hastings remains a defining event in English history. It marked the end of
Anglo-Saxon rule and the beginning of medieval England under Norman dominance. The
battle’s legacy is studied for its military, political, and cultural significance.

1. Succession dispute after Edward the Confessor's death
2. William’s claim and preparation for invasion
3. Harold’s defense and prior battle with Harald Hardrada

4. Norman tactical assaults and English shield wall defense



5. King Harold’s death and Norman victory

6. William’s coronation and establishment of Norman rule

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Battle of Hastings?

The Battle of Hastings was a decisive conflict fought on October 14, 1066, between the
Norman-French army led by William the Conqueror and the English army led by King
Harold Godwinson. It resulted in the Norman conquest of England.

Why did the Battle of Hastings happen?

The battle occurred because William of Normandy claimed that he had a legitimate right
to the English throne, which was instead taken by Harold Godwinson after the death of
Edward the Confessor. William invaded England to assert his claim.

Who won the Battle of Hastings?

William the Conqueror and his Norman forces won the Battle of Hastings, leading to
William becoming the King of England.

What were the consequences of the Battle of Hastings?

The Norman victory at the Battle of Hastings led to significant cultural, political, and
social changes in England, including the introduction of Norman law, language, and
governance, fundamentally transforming the English society.

How did the Battle of Hastings unfold during the fight?

The battle lasted all day, with the English army initially holding a strong defensive position
on Senlac Hill. However, the Normans used feigned retreats to break the English lines,
and the death of King Harold near the end of the battle led to the collapse of English
resistance.

Additional Resources

1. The Battle of Hastings: The Fall of Anglo-Saxon England

This book provides a detailed account of the Battle of Hastings in 1066, exploring the
political and military events leading up to the Norman invasion. It examines the key
figures involved, including King Harold Godwinson and William the Conqueror, and
analyzes the tactics used during the battle. The author also discusses the long-term
consequences of the Norman victory on English society and governance.



2. 1066: The Year of the Conquest

A comprehensive narrative of the pivotal year 1066, this book covers not only the Battle of
Hastings but also the broader context of the Norman Conquest. It delves into the claims to
the English throne, the death of Edward the Confessor, and the succession crisis. The
book vividly portrays the clash of cultures and the transformation of England after
William's triumph.

3. Harold II: The Last Anglo-Saxon King

Focusing on King Harold Godwinson, this biography sheds light on his rise to power and
his role in the Battle of Hastings. It explores his leadership qualities, military strategies,
and the challenges he faced from both internal rivals and the Norman invaders. The book
also considers Harold's legacy and the end of Anglo-Saxon rule in England.

4. William the Conqueror: The Norman Impact

This book centers on William the Conqueror, detailing his early life, claim to the English
throne, and the campaign that culminated in the Battle of Hastings. It highlights William's
military prowess and administrative reforms that reshaped England. Readers gain insight
into how William consolidated his power and established Norman rule.

5. The Norman Conquest and Its Aftermath

Examining the broader effects of the Battle of Hastings, this book discusses the social,
cultural, and political changes that followed the Norman invasion. It covers the
redistribution of land, changes in the English language, and the introduction of feudalism.
The author also assesses the conquest's impact on the English church and nobility.

6. The Bayeux Tapestry: A Visual History of Hastings

This richly illustrated book analyzes the famous Bayeux Tapestry, a primary source
depicting the events surrounding the Battle of Hastings. It interprets the images and
symbols to provide a narrative of the Norman Conquest from William’s perspective. The
book also explores the tapestry’s creation, historical accuracy, and significance as a
medieval artifact.

7.1066: The Battle That Changed England

A concise yet informative account of the Battle of Hastings, this book focuses on the
military strategies and battlefield dynamics. It explains how the battle unfolded, the key
moments that determined the outcome, and the reasons for the Norman victory. The book
is ideal for readers interested in military history and medieval warfare.

8. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and the Norman Invasion

This work examines the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle as a historical source for understanding
the events of 1066. It compares different versions of the chronicle and other contemporary
accounts to provide a nuanced view of the battle and its context. The book also discusses
how the invasion was recorded and remembered by the English people.

9. After Hastings: England Under Norman Rule

Focusing on the period immediately following the conquest, this book explores how
Norman rule was established and maintained in England. It looks at changes in
governance, law, and society, as well as the resistance and rebellions that occurred. The
author provides a detailed picture of the challenges faced by William and his successors in
consolidating their authority.
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