what is a purpose driven church

what is a purpose driven church is a question that explores a distinctive
approach to Christian ministry focused on intentionality, mission, and
community. A purpose driven church is designed around a clear set of biblical
purposes that guide all aspects of church life, from worship and outreach to
discipleship and fellowship. This model emphasizes living out the Great
Commission and Great Commandment by helping members grow spiritually and
serve others effectively. Understanding what a purpose driven church entails
sheds light on how congregations can remain focused on their core mission
while adapting to contemporary challenges. This article will delve into the
defining characteristics, biblical foundations, practical applications, and
benefits of a purpose driven church. It will also address common
misconceptions and how churches can implement this approach successfully.
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Definition and Core Principles of a Purpose
Driven Church

A purpose driven church is a congregation that organizes its ministries and
activities around a clear, biblically based mission. The concept was
popularized by Pastor Rick Warren in his book "The Purpose Driven Church,"
which outlines five specific purposes that every church should pursue. These
purposes serve as the foundation for the church’s vision and strategy,
ensuring that every program and initiative aligns with the overarching
mission. This intentional focus helps congregations avoid becoming distracted
by activities that do not contribute to spiritual growth or community
outreach.

What Defines a Purpose Driven Church?

A purpose driven church is characterized by intentionality and clarity of
mission. It intentionally designs its ministry to address the spiritual needs
of its members and the community. The church’s leadership prioritizes
purposeful planning, structuring worship services, small groups, and outreach
programs to fulfill its core purposes. This approach contrasts with churches
that operate without a clear vision or measurable goals.



The Five Biblical Purposes

At the heart of a purpose driven church are five biblical purposes derived
from Scripture:

e Worship: Glorifying God through corporate and personal worship.

e Ministry (or Service): Utilizing members’ spiritual gifts to serve
others inside and outside the church.

e Evangelism: Sharing the gospel and making disciples of all nations.

e Fellowship: Building authentic relationships and community among
believers.

e Discipleship: Teaching and nurturing spiritual growth to mature
believers.

Biblical Foundations of a Purpose Driven Church

The foundation of a purpose driven church is deeply rooted in Scripture. The
five purposes reflect key biblical mandates that guide the church’s mission
and function. This scriptural grounding ensures that the church remains
faithful to God’s design while effectively reaching its congregation and
community.

Scriptural Basis for the Five Purposes

The five purposes are derived from essential Bible passages that define the
church’s role in the world. For example, worship is anchored in passages like
Psalm 95 and John 4, emphasizing glorifying God in spirit and truth.
Evangelism is commanded in the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:18-20.
Fellowship reflects the early church’s unity in Acts 2:42-47, while ministry
and discipleship are based on teachings from Ephesians 4:11-16 and 2 Timothy
2:2, which highlight equipping and mentoring believers.

Alignment with the Great Commandment and Great
Commission

A purpose driven church aligns its mission closely with Jesus’ two greatest
commands: to love God and to love others. The Great Commandment (Matthew
22:37-40) stresses worship and fellowship, while the Great Commission
(Matthew 28:18-20) emphasizes evangelism and discipleship. This alignment
ensures a balanced church life that nurtures believers and reaches the lost.

Key Components of a Purpose Driven Church

Several essential components distinguish a purpose driven church from other
church models. These elements work together to create a healthy, vibrant
church community focused on fulfilling its God-given mission.



Intentional Leadership and Vision Casting

Purpose driven churches prioritize leadership that clearly communicates the
church’s mission and vision. Pastors and elders lead with intentionality,
setting goals and measuring progress toward fulfilling the five purposes.
This leadership style fosters accountability and encourages active
participation from the congregation.

Structured Ministry Programs

Programs in a purpose driven church are designed to serve specific purposes.
For example, worship services focus on glorifying God through music and
prayer, while small groups facilitate fellowship and discipleship. Outreach
ministries target evangelism and community service, ensuring the church’s
impact extends beyond its walls.

Member Involvement and Spiritual Gifts

Engaging church members according to their spiritual gifts is vital in a
purpose driven church. Ministry opportunities are tailored to match
individual abilities and callings, empowering members to serve effectively.
This involvement encourages spiritual growth and strengthens the church body.

Balanced Emphasis on Growth and Outreach

A purpose driven church balances internal growth through discipleship and
fellowship with external outreach through evangelism and ministry. This
balance helps maintain a healthy congregation that is both spiritually mature
and missionally active.

Benefits of Embracing a Purpose Driven Approach

Adopting a purpose driven model offers numerous benefits to churches seeking
to maximize their impact and foster spiritual growth within the congregation.

Clarity and Focus

One of the primary benefits is the clarity and focus it provides. Churches
know exactly what they are aiming to accomplish, reducing distractions and
inefficiencies. This focus helps in resource allocation and strategic
planning.

Increased Member Engagement

By involving members in ministries that fit their gifts and passions, a
purpose driven church increases participation and commitment. This engagement
leads to a more vibrant and supportive church community.



Effective Outreach and Evangelism

The intentional focus on evangelism results in more effective outreach
efforts. Purpose driven churches are equipped to share the gospel in relevant
and impactful ways, growing both numerically and spiritually.

Balanced Spiritual Growth

The emphasis on discipleship and fellowship ensures that members grow in
their faith and develop strong relationships. This balance reduces burnout
and fosters long-term spiritual health.

Common Misconceptions About Purpose Driven
Churches

Despite its popularity, the purpose driven church model is sometimes
misunderstood. Addressing these misconceptions clarifies what the model truly
entails and how it functions.

It Is Not Merely a Program or Marketing Strategy

Some critics view purpose driven churches as focused on programs or marketing
techniques. In reality, it is a holistic approach to ministry rooted in
biblical principles and intentional strategy, not just event planning or
promotion.

It Does Not Neglect Doctrine or Theology

Another misconception is that focusing on purposes diminishes theological
depth. Purpose driven churches maintain sound doctrine while emphasizing
practical application and mission.

It Is Not One-Size-Fits-All

The purpose driven model is adaptable. Churches of various sizes and contexts
can implement its principles in ways that fit their unique situations rather
than following a rigid formula.

Implementing a Purpose Driven Model in Your
Church

Churches interested in adopting a purpose driven approach can follow several
key steps to ensure successful implementation and lasting impact.



Assess Current Ministry Focus

Begin by evaluating existing ministries and programs to determine how well
they align with the five biblical purposes. Identify areas of strength and
opportunities for improvement.

Develop a Clear Mission and Vision

Create or refine the church’s mission statement to reflect a purpose driven
philosophy. Clearly communicate the vision to leadership and the congregation
to foster unity and commitment.

Train and Equip Leadership

Provide training for pastors, elders, and ministry leaders on the principles
and practices of a purpose driven church. Equipped leadership is essential
for guiding the congregation effectively.

Design Purposeful Ministries

Structure ministries to intentionally address worship, ministry, evangelism,
fellowship, and discipleship. Ensure each ministry has clear goals,
leadership, and evaluation methods.

Encourage Member Participation

Invite church members to discover and use their spiritual gifts through
involvement in various ministries. Promote a culture of service and growth
throughout the congregation.

Regularly Evaluate and Adjust

Implement ongoing assessment to measure progress toward fulfilling the five
purposes. Use feedback and data to make informed adjustments and improve
ministry effectiveness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a purpose driven church?

A purpose driven church is a church that focuses its activities and
ministries around a clear sense of purpose, often centered on the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission, aiming to fulfill God's purposes
through worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism.

Who popularized the concept of a purpose driven



church?

The concept of a purpose driven church was popularized by Pastor Rick Warren
through his book "The Purpose Driven Church," where he outlines a model for
church health and growth based on biblical purposes.

What are the five purposes typically emphasized in a
purpose driven church?

The five purposes commonly emphasized are worship, ministry (serving),
evangelism, fellowship (community), and discipleship (spiritual growth).

How does a purpose driven church differ from
traditional churches?

A purpose driven church differs by intentionally structuring all programs and
ministries around specific biblical purposes, rather than focusing primarily
on tradition or denominational customs, aiming for measurable growth and
spiritual health.

Why is being purpose driven important for churches
today?

Being purpose driven helps churches stay focused on their mission, engage
members effectively, promote spiritual growth, and adapt to cultural changes
while maintaining biblical integrity.

Can a purpose driven church model work for churches
of all sizes?

Yes, the purpose driven church model is flexible and can be adapted to
churches of all sizes, from small congregations to large megachurches, as it
focuses on biblical purposes rather than size or style.

How does a purpose driven church engage its
community?

A purpose driven church engages its community through outreach programs,
evangelism efforts, service projects, and by creating a welcoming environment
that meets both spiritual and practical needs.

Additional Resources

1. The Purpose Driven Church: Growth Without Compromising Your Message and
Mission

This seminal book by Rick Warren explores the foundational principles of
building a church centered on God’s purpose. It emphasizes the importance of
focusing on worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism as
core purposes. Warren provides practical strategies for church growth while
maintaining spiritual integrity and mission clarity.

2. Building a Purpose Driven Church: A Guide to the 5 Key Purposes
In this guide, Rick Warren breaks down the five purposes that every church



should embrace to fulfill its mission effectively. The book offers actionable
steps to incorporate these purposes into ministry activities, creating a
balanced and healthy church environment. It is an essential resource for
pastors and church leaders aiming to create intentional ministry.

3. Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For?

Also by Rick Warren, this book helps individuals discover their personal
purpose in life, which aligns closely with the concept of a purpose-driven
church. It guides readers through understanding God’s plan and living a life
that contributes meaningfully to their faith community. This book is often
used in small groups within churches to foster spiritual growth.

4. The Purpose Driven Leader: 5 Keys to Serving Successfully

This book focuses on leadership within a purpose-driven church framework. It
highlights how church leaders can serve effectively by understanding their
role in God’s plan and aligning their leadership with the church’s core
purposes. Practical advice and biblical insights make it a valuable read for
pastors and ministry leaders.

5. Transforming Church in Rural America: Breaking All the Rurals

This book addresses how purpose-driven principles can be applied in rural
church contexts to revitalize and grow congregations. It discusses unique
challenges faced by rural churches and offers strategies to engage
communities through clear purpose and mission. The practical examples help
rural leaders implement purpose-driven concepts effectively.

6. Sticky Church: Loving Your Church Enough to Invest in It

This book explores how a purpose-driven approach helps churches retain
members and deepen discipleship. It stresses the importance of creating a
church culture where people feel connected, wvalued, and purposefully engaged.
The authors provide insights on how to build lasting spiritual communities
with intentional ministry.

7. Deep and Wide: Creating Churches Unchurched People Love to Attend

Andy Stanley’s book complements the purpose-driven church philosophy by
focusing on making churches appealing and accessible to newcomers. It
encourages churches to be intentional about their mission and outreach while
maintaining biblical depth. The book offers strategic planning tools to
create a balanced and welcoming church environment.

8. Leading a Purpose Driven Church: Practical Lessons from the Trenches
This book provides real-world examples and lessons from pastors who have
implemented the purpose-driven model in their churches. It highlights
successes, challenges, and practical tips for sustaining a purpose-driven
ministry over time. The firsthand accounts make it a relatable and
motivational read for church leaders.

9. Five Purposes of the Church: A Model for Spiritual Growth

Focusing on the biblical basis for the church’s purposes, this book delves
into how worship, ministry, evangelism, fellowship, and discipleship form the
foundation of church life. It offers theological insights and practical
applications for creating a balanced ministry. This book is useful for church
members and leaders seeking to deepen their understanding of a purpose-driven
church.
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