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What is on the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam?

The Chicago Public Schools (CPS) Selective Enrollment Exam is a crucial component for
students applying to some of the district’s most prestigious and academically rigorous
schools. These schools are designed to cater to students with exceptional academic
abilities, and admission often hinges on performance in this competitive examination.
Understanding what the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam entails can significantly aid
students and their families in preparing effectively, ensuring they have the best chance of
success. This article will delve into the structure, content, and preparation strategies for
the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam.

Overview of the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam

The CPS Selective Enrollment Exam is primarily aimed at students in grade 8 who wish to
apply for entry into selective enrollment high schools for the following academic year.
These schools are known for their challenging curriculum, advanced placement courses,
and a focus on college readiness. The exam assesses a student’s academic proficiency in
key subject areas and helps determine their suitability for these rigorous programs.

Exam Structure and Content

The CPS Selective Enrollment Exam is divided into several sections, each designed to
evaluate a student's knowledge and skills in critical academic areas. The exam typically
covers the following subjects:

1. Mathematics

The mathematics section assesses students' understanding of fundamental concepts and
their ability to apply them in problem-solving scenarios. Key topics covered may include:

- Algebra: Understanding variables, equations, and functions.

- Geometry: Concepts of shapes, sizes, and properties of space.

- Number Sense: Operations involving integers, fractions, decimals, and percentages.

- Data Analysis: Interpreting data from graphs and charts, understanding mean, median,
and mode.

Students are often tested on their ability to solve complex problems, think critically, and
apply mathematical reasoning.



2. Reading Comprehension

The reading comprehension section evaluates students' abilities to understand, interpret,
and analyze written texts. This section usually includes:

- Literary Texts: Passages from fiction and poetry that require analysis of themes,
characters, and literary devices.

- Informational Texts: Non-fiction passages that focus on understanding factual
information, arguments, and evidential support.

- Vocabulary: Assessing knowledge of word meanings and the ability to use context clues.

A strong emphasis is placed on critical thinking and the ability to synthesize information
from multiple sources.

3. Language Arts

This section tests students' grasp of grammar, writing skills, and language usage.
Components may include:

- Grammar: Understanding parts of speech, sentence structure, and punctuation.

- Writing: Students may be required to compose a short essay, demonstrating their ability
to formulate coherent arguments and express ideas clearly.

- Vocabulary: Similar to the reading section, this evaluates understanding of word
meanings and their appropriate usage in context.

4., Science (Optional)

While the science section is not always included, some years may feature it, depending on
the specific admissions process. If present, this section assesses knowledge in areas such
as:

- Life Sciences
- Earth and Space Sciences
- Physical Sciences

Students may encounter questions that require them to apply scientific concepts to real-
world scenarios.

Scoring and Results

The CPS Selective Enrollment Exam is scored based on the accuracy and completeness of
a student's answers. Each section typically has a designated weight in the overall score,
contributing to a composite score that determines admission eligibility.



Scoring breakdown may include:

- Mathematics: 40%

- Reading Comprehension: 30%
- Language Arts: 20%

- Science (if applicable): 10%

Higher scores in these sections increase a student’s chances of gaining admission to their
desired selective enrollment school. Additionally, students may be ranked against their
peers, further influencing their placement in the admissions process.

Preparation Strategies

To excel in the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam, students must engage in thorough
preparation. Here are several effective strategies:

1. Understand the Exam Format

Familiarity with the exam structure is crucial. Students should practice with sample
questions and past exam papers. Familiarity with the types of questions asked can
enhance confidence and reduce anxiety on exam day.

2. Create a Study Schedule

A well-structured study plan helps ensure consistent preparation. Students should allocate
time each week for each subject area, focusing on both strengths and weaknesses.

3. Utilize Study Resources

There are a variety of resources available for students preparing for the CPS Selective
Enrollment Exam:

- Books and Workbooks: Many publishers offer test prep books that provide practice
questions and explanations.

- Online Resources: Websites and platforms often provide practice exams, study guides,
and instructional videos.

- Tutoring: Consider hiring a tutor specializing in standardized test preparation,
particularly for math and language arts.

4. Practice Time Management



The exam is timed, so students must practice completing questions within a set timeframe.
This skill helps improve speed and accuracy, allowing students to finish all sections on
time.

5. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can be beneficial. Study groups allow students to share
knowledge, quiz each other, and provide mutual support. This collaborative approach
often fosters a deeper understanding of the material.

6. Take Care of Your Well-being

Physical and mental health significantly impact academic performance. Students should
ensure they get adequate sleep, eat healthy meals, and engage in physical activity to keep
their minds sharp and focused.

Conclusion

The CPS Selective Enrollment Exam is an essential step for students seeking admission to
some of the Chicago Public Schools' most esteemed high schools. By understanding the
exam's structure and content, students can develop effective preparation strategies that
enhance their chances of success. With the right resources, planning, and mindset,
students can confidently approach the exam and take a significant step towards their
academic goals. Whether through self-study, collaborative efforts, or professional tutoring,
the key lies in consistent and focused preparation, ensuring that students are ready to
showcase their capabilities on exam day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects are covered on the CPS Selective
Enrollment Exam?

The CPS Selective Enrollment Exam typically covers English Language Arts, Mathematics,
and, in some cases, Science.

How is the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam structured?

The exam is usually composed of multiple-choice questions, with sections dedicated to
reading comprehension, math problem-solving, and sometimes science reasoning.



What is the format of the questions on the CPS Selective
Enrollment Exam?

The questions are primarily multiple-choice, although there may also be short answer or
open-ended questions in certain sections.

Are there any practice tests available for the CPS
Selective Enrollment Exam?

Yes, CPS provides sample questions and practice tests on their official website to help
students prepare for the exam.

What grade levels take the CPS Selective Enrollment
Exam?

The exam is primarily designed for students applying to 7th and 9th grades for selective
enrollment high schools and programs.

How is the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam scored?

The exam is scored based on the number of correct answers, and the results are combined
with academic performance to determine admission eligibility.

Can students retake the CPS Selective Enrollment
Exam?

Generally, students are allowed to take the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam only once per
application cycle, so it is important to prepare thoroughly.

What resources are recommended for studying for the
CPS Selective Enrollment Exam?

Students are encouraged to use CPS-provided materials, as well as online resources, study
guides, and tutoring services focused on the exam content.
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