
what is the bluest eye about
what is the bluest eye about is a question that delves into the heart of Toni
Morrison’s groundbreaking debut novel, a profound exploration of identity,
beauty, and racial self-perception in America. This novel centers on a young
African American girl named Pecola Breedlove, whose longing for blue eyes
symbolizes a deep desire for acceptance and love in a society that
marginalizes her because of her race and appearance. The narrative unfolds
within a small, Black community during the early 1940s, weaving together
themes of trauma, family dysfunction, and the destructive effects of
internalized racism. This article thoroughly examines what is the bluest eye
about by analyzing its plot, characters, themes, and social context. Readers
will gain insight into how Morrison’s work challenges societal beauty
standards and reveals the psychological impact of oppression. The discussion
also covers the novel’s structure and literary significance, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its enduring relevance.
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Overview of the Plot
The Bluest Eye centers on the life of Pecola Breedlove, a young African
American girl growing up in Lorain, Ohio, during the 1940s. Pecola’s story is
one of yearning and pain, as she desperately wishes for blue eyes, which she
believes will make her beautiful and loved. The narrative structure is non-
linear, shifting between different perspectives and time periods, which
enriches the complexity of the story. The plot also explores the lives of
other characters in Pecola’s community, highlighting their struggles with
identity, acceptance, and societal expectations. Through these interwoven
stories, the novel portrays the devastating effects of racial self-loathing
and the pursuit of an unattainable ideal of beauty.



Key Plot Points
The novel begins with the introduction of Claudia MacTeer, a young girl who
narrates parts of the story, offering insight into the community’s dynamics.
Pecola’s family life is marked by poverty and abuse, with her father’s
violent behavior and her mother’s neglect contributing to Pecola’s fragile
sense of self. Throughout the novel, Pecola’s longing for blue eyes
intensifies, symbolizing her internalized racism and the societal preference
for whiteness. The climax of the story is heartbreaking, as Pecola’s dreams
are shattered by tragedy, leading to her psychological breakdown. The plot’s
progression underscores the destructive power of racialized beauty standards
and social alienation.

Main Characters in The Bluest Eye
The characters in The Bluest Eye are complex and multifaceted, each
representing different aspects of the novel’s central themes. Understanding
these characters is essential to grasping what is the bluest eye about, as
their experiences illuminate the broader social and psychological issues at
play.

Pecola Breedlove
Pecola is the protagonist whose desire for blue eyes drives the narrative.
She is portrayed as an innocent but deeply troubled child who suffers from
neglect, abuse, and racism. Pecola’s quest for blue eyes symbolizes her wish
to escape the pain of her reality and to be accepted by a society that
devalues her blackness.

Claudia and Frieda MacTeer
These sisters serve as narrators and observers of Pecola’s life. Claudia, in
particular, provides a contrasting perspective, as she rejects the dominant
white beauty standards and struggles with her own understanding of identity
and self-worth.

The Breedlove Family
Pecola’s parents, Cholly and Pauline Breedlove, embody the internal conflicts
and dysfunction within the family unit. Cholly’s abusive behavior and
Pauline’s obsession with white ideals of beauty reflect the damaging effects
of racism and poverty on personal relationships.



Themes Explored in The Bluest Eye
The Bluest Eye explores a range of powerful themes that reveal the novel’s
profound social commentary. Each theme contributes to the understanding of
what is the bluest eye about by highlighting issues of race, identity, and
societal influence.

Internalized Racism and Self-Hatred
A central theme is how systemic racism leads to internalized self-hatred
among African Americans. Pecola’s fixation on blue eyes exemplifies the
destructive desire to conform to white beauty standards, which results in a
denial of one’s own identity and worth.

Beauty and Its Social Construction
The novel critiques the concept of beauty as socially constructed and
racialized. Morrison exposes how the idealization of white features
marginalizes Black individuals, particularly Black women and girls, fostering
feelings of inadequacy and invisibility.

Family and Community Dysfunction
The Breedlove family’s struggles with abuse, neglect, and poverty highlight
the broader social issues affecting Black communities. The novel shows how
these problems are interconnected with racial oppression and economic
hardship.

Innocence and Loss
Pecola’s tragic loss of innocence underscores the devastating impact of
societal rejection and personal trauma. The novel portrays the vulnerability
of children in oppressive environments and the long-lasting consequences of
such experiences.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
Toni Morrison employs rich symbolism and narrative techniques to deepen the
exploration of what is the bluest eye about. These literary devices enhance
the thematic complexity and emotional resonance of the novel.



The Bluest Eye as a Symbol
The blue eyes symbolize the ideal of white beauty and the societal power
structures that privilege whiteness. Pecola’s yearning for blue eyes
represents her internalized desire to be accepted and loved in a world that
devalues her Black identity.

Use of Multiple Perspectives
The novel’s shifting viewpoints, including first-person narration by Claudia
and third-person accounts, provide a multifaceted understanding of the
characters and their experiences. This narrative structure allows for a
nuanced exploration of community and individual psychology.

Imagery and Language
Morrison’s lyrical prose and vivid imagery evoke the emotional landscape of
the characters, highlighting the stark contrasts between innocence and
trauma, beauty and ugliness, hope and despair.

Historical and Social Context
Understanding the historical and social context is crucial to comprehending
what is the bluest eye about. The novel is set during the 1940s, a period
marked by racial segregation, economic depression, and rigid social
hierarchies in America.

Racial Segregation and Discrimination
The systemic racism of the era shapes the characters’ lives and societal
interactions. Segregation and discrimination limit opportunities for African
Americans and reinforce harmful stereotypes and beauty ideals.

The Impact of Economic Hardship
Poverty and economic instability are pervasive in the novel, influencing
family dynamics and social status. The Breedloves’ financial struggles
exacerbate their feelings of powerlessness and contribute to their
dysfunction.

Media and Cultural Influence
Dominant media and cultural narratives promote white beauty standards and



marginalize Black identity. The novel critiques these influences and their
role in perpetuating internalized racism and self-loathing.

Impact and Critical Reception
The Bluest Eye is widely regarded as a seminal work in American literature,
notable for its unflinching examination of race, beauty, and identity. Since
its publication in 1970, it has sparked critical acclaim, scholarly analysis,
and occasional controversy.

Literary Significance
The novel established Toni Morrison as a powerful voice in literature and
helped pave the way for future explorations of Black experiences. Its
innovative narrative style and thematic depth have made it a staple in
academic discussions of race and identity.

Controversies and Challenges
The Bluest Eye has faced challenges and bans in some educational settings due
to its explicit content and themes of abuse. Despite this, it remains an
essential text for understanding the complexities of racial identity and
social oppression.

Enduring Relevance
The novel’s exploration of what is the bluest eye about continues to resonate
in contemporary discussions about race, beauty standards, and mental health.
Its insights into the psychological effects of racism maintain its importance
for readers and scholars alike.

Exploration of racial identity and self-worth

Critique of societal beauty standards

Insight into family and community dynamics

Use of symbolism and narrative complexity

Reflection of historical and social realities



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bluest Eye' about?
'The Bluest Eye' is a novel by Toni Morrison that explores the life of Pecola
Breedlove, an African American girl who longs for blue eyes, symbolizing
societal beauty standards and racial self-loathing.

Who is the main character in 'The Bluest Eye'?
The main character is Pecola Breedlove, a young African American girl who
desires blue eyes to feel beautiful and accepted.

What themes does 'The Bluest Eye' address?
The novel addresses themes such as racial identity, beauty standards,
internalized racism, childhood trauma, and the effects of societal
oppression.

Why does Pecola Breedlove want blue eyes in 'The
Bluest Eye'?
Pecola believes that having blue eyes will make her beautiful and loved,
reflecting the damaging impact of Eurocentric beauty ideals on African
American identity.

How does 'The Bluest Eye' portray the impact of
racism?
The novel portrays how racism affects self-worth, family dynamics, and
community relationships, leading to psychological trauma and a longing for
acceptance.

Is 'The Bluest Eye' based on a true story?
No, 'The Bluest Eye' is a work of fiction, but it draws on real social issues
and experiences related to race, beauty, and identity.

What is the significance of the title 'The Bluest
Eye'?
The title symbolizes Pecola's desire for blue eyes, representing a deeper
yearning for love, acceptance, and societal approval in a racially biased
world.



How does Toni Morrison use symbolism in 'The Bluest
Eye'?
Morrison uses symbolism such as blue eyes to critique beauty standards and
explore themes of racial self-hatred and the damaging effects of internalized
racism.

What is the setting of 'The Bluest Eye'?
The story is set in Lorain, Ohio, during the early 1940s, providing a
backdrop that reflects the social and racial tensions of the time.

Why is 'The Bluest Eye' considered an important
novel?
'The Bluest Eye' is important for its unflinching exploration of race,
beauty, and identity, and for giving voice to marginalized experiences in
American literature.

Additional Resources
1. Song of Solomon
Toni Morrison's "Song of Solomon" explores themes of identity, heritage, and
the search for self within the African American experience. The novel follows
Milkman Dead as he uncovers his family history and comes to understand his
place in the world. Like "The Bluest Eye," it delves deeply into issues of
race, community, and the complexities of personal and cultural identity.

2. Push by Sapphire
"Push" tells the harrowing story of Precious, an African American teenager
struggling with poverty, abuse, and illiteracy. The novel provides a raw,
unflinching look at trauma and resilience, much like "The Bluest Eye"
addresses difficult themes of childhood and self-worth. It highlights the
struggle for dignity and hope in the face of overwhelming adversity.

3. The Color Purple by Alice Walker
This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel follows Celie, an African American woman in
the early 20th century South, as she overcomes oppression, abuse, and racism.
"The Color Purple" shares with "The Bluest Eye" its focus on Black women's
lives and the journey toward self-empowerment and healing. The narrative is
powerful in addressing themes of identity, sisterhood, and transformation.

4. Beloved by Toni Morrison
"Beloved" deals with the haunting legacy of slavery and its impact on
identity and family. The story centers on Sethe, a former enslaved woman, and
the ghost of her dead daughter. Similar to "The Bluest Eye," it explores the
psychological scars of racism and trauma, as well as the struggle to reclaim
personal history and humanity.



5. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
This novel follows Janie Crawford's journey toward self-realization and
independence in the early 20th century South. Hurston's exploration of Black
womanhood, love, and identity complements the themes found in "The Bluest
Eye." The book is celebrated for its rich portrayal of African American
culture and the pursuit of personal freedom.

6. We Were Eight Years in Power by Ta-Nehisi Coates
A collection of essays reflecting on African American history, identity, and
the ongoing struggle against racial injustice. While nonfiction, Coates’ work
provides context that enriches the understanding of the themes Morrison
addresses in "The Bluest Eye," such as systemic racism and its effects on
self-perception and community.

7. Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
This novel explores race, identity, and belonging through the story of
Ifemelu, a Nigerian woman who moves to America. Adichie addresses issues of
beauty standards, cultural assimilation, and racial prejudice, echoing many
of the societal critiques found in "The Bluest Eye." The book offers a
contemporary perspective on what it means to navigate multiple identities.

8. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
A coming-of-age story about a young Latina girl, Esperanza, growing up in
Chicago. The novel touches on themes of identity, self-worth, and the desire
to escape poverty and cultural limitations. Like "The Bluest Eye," it
portrays the struggles of young girls confronting societal expectations and
their own dreams.

9. White Teeth by Zadie Smith
This novel examines multicultural identity and generational conflicts within
immigrant families in London. Through its diverse characters, "White Teeth"
explores race, belonging, and the complexity of cultural heritage,
paralleling the concerns with identity and societal pressures found in "The
Bluest Eye." Smith’s narrative is both humorous and profound in its treatment
of these themes.
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