what is the language in croatia

The language in Croatia is a fascinating subject that reflects the country's
rich history, culture, and identity. Croatia, located in Southeast Europe
along the Adriatic Sea, boasts a diverse linguistic landscape shaped by its
complex history of influences from neighboring regions and various empires.
This article delves into the primary language spoken in Croatia, its
dialects, the effects of historical influences, and the role of language in
Croatian society today.

Official Language: Croatian

The official language of Croatia is Croatian (Hrvatski jezik), which is a
South Slavic language. It is used in all official capacities, including
government, education, and media. Croatian is a member of the larger family
of Slavic languages, which also includes Serbian, Slovenian, and Bosnian,
among others.

Standard Croatian

Standard Croatian is based on the Shtokavian dialect, which is the most
widely spoken dialect in Croatia. The standardization process began in the
19th century, influenced by the works of prominent writers and linguists who
sought to unify the various dialects of the Croatian language. Today,
Standard Croatian is characterized by its use of the Latin alphabet, which
consists of 30 letters.

Dialects of Croatian

Croatian is rich in dialectal variations, which can be broadly categorized
into three main groups:

1. Shtokavian: This is the basis for Standard Croatian and is spoken
primarily in central and eastern Croatia. It is further divided into
several sub-dialects, including Eastern and Western Shtokavian.

2. Cakavian: Predominantly found along the Adriatic coast and the islands,
this dialect has unique phonetic and lexical characteristics that set it
apart from Shtokavian.

3. Kajkavian: Spoken in the northern parts of Croatia, this dialect has its
own distinct features and is most common in the areas surrounding the
capital city of Zagreb.



The interplay between these dialects enriches the Croatian language,
contributing to its cultural diversity and regional identities.

Historical Influences on the Croatian Language

The development of the Croatian language has been significantly influenced by
historical events and interactions with different cultures. Several key
periods have shaped the language as it exists today.

The Medieval Period

During the medieval period, the Croatian language began to emerge in written
form. The Glagolitic alphabet, one of the oldest Slavic alphabets, was used

by early Croatian scribes to produce religious texts. This period marked the
beginning of the literary tradition in Croatia.

The Austro-Hungarian Empire

Under Austro-Hungarian rule (1867-1918), Croatian was influenced by German
and Hungarian languages. The education system began to incorporate German,
and many Croatian words were borrowed from these languages. This led to a
significant lexical enrichment of Croatian, particularly in terms of
administrative and technical vocabulary.

The Yugoslav Era

Following World War I, Croatia became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats,
and Slovenes, later known as Yugoslavia. During this time, the unification of
the languages of the South Slavs was promoted, which led to a blending of
Croatian and Serbian linguistic elements. However, the Croatian language
retained distinct features, especially in its vocabulary and phonetics.

Post-Independence

After Croatia gained independence in 1991, there was a renewed emphasis on
promoting the Croatian language as a fundamental aspect of national identity.
Efforts were made to purify the language by eliminating foreign influences
and reviving old Croatian words. This period also saw the establishment of
language institutions to regulate and standardize the Croatian language.



Language in Modern Croatian Society

Today, the Croatian language plays a crucial role in uniting the diverse
population of Croatia. It serves as a symbol of national pride and cultural
heritage.

Education and Media

Croatian is the medium of instruction in schools across the country, from
primary education to universities. The education system emphasizes the
importance of the Croatian language, ensuring that students develop strong
linguistic skills.

In the media, Croatian is the predominant language used across television,
radio, and print. There is a wide range of publications, including
newspapers, magazines, and literature, that celebrate and promote the
Croatian language and its dialects.

Cultural Identity

The Croatian language is deeply intertwined with the country's cultural
identity. Literature, music, and folklore frequently draw upon the richness
of the language, showcasing its beauty and versatility. Notable Croatian
authors, poets, and playwrights have contributed to the literary canon, and
their works often reflect themes of national pride and cultural heritage.

Language Preservation and Revitalization

As globalization continues to influence languages worldwide, there are
concerns regarding the preservation of the Croatian language. Efforts are
being made to ensure that the language remains vibrant and relevant.

Organizations such as the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts work to
promote the use of the Croatian language in various fields, including
science, technology, and the arts. Additionally, initiatives aimed at
encouraging younger generations to embrace their linguistic heritage are
gaining traction.

Multilingualism in Croatia

In addition to Croatian, many Croatians are multilingual, with English,
German, and Italian being the most commonly spoken foreign languages. This



multilingualism is particularly prevalent in tourist areas and among younger
generations, reflecting Croatia's integration into the European Union and its
growing global connections.

English as a Lingua Franca

With the rise of tourism and international business, English has become
increasingly important in Croatia. Many Croatians, especially in urban
centers and coastal regions, speak English fluently, making it an essential
language for communication with visitors and expatriates.

Regional Languages

In certain regions, especially where ethnic minorities reside, other
languages are also spoken. For example, Hungarian is spoken in parts of
northern Croatia, while Italian is prevalent in areas along the Adriatic
coast, particularly in Istria and Dalmatia. The presence of these languages
adds to the multicultural tapestry of Croatia.

Conclusion

In summary, the language in Croatia is a reflection of the country's unique
history, culture, and identity. The Croatian language, with its various
dialects and historical influences, serves as a vital component of national
pride and cultural heritage. As Croatia continues to navigate the challenges
of globalization, the emphasis on preserving and promoting the Croatian
language remains paramount. Through education, media, and cultural
initiatives, the language is not only a means of communication but also a
vessel for the rich traditions and values of the Croatian people.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Croatia?

The official language of Croatia is Croatian.

Is Croatian the only language spoken in Croatia?

While Croatian is the official language, other languages such as Serbian,
Italian, Hungarian, and Czech are also spoken, especially in regions with
ethnic minorities.



What language family does Croatian belong to?

Croatian belongs to the South Slavic group of the Slavic branch of the Indo-
European language family.

Are there different dialects within the Croatian
language?

Yes, Croatian has three main dialects: Shtokavian, Chakavian, and Kajkavian,
each with its own regional variations.

What scripts are used to write the Croatian
language?

Croatian is written using the Latin alphabet, which consists of 30 letters.

How widely is Croatian taught outside of Croatia?

Croatian is taught in various countries, particularly in regions with
Croatian communities, and is offered in some universities and language
schools worldwide.
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