
what is the language of vietnam
What is the language of Vietnam? This question leads us into an exploration of a rich
linguistic heritage that reflects the country's diverse history and culture. The primary
language spoken in Vietnam is Vietnamese, known natively as "Tiếng Việt." This article
will delve into the characteristics, history, dialects, and cultural significance of the
Vietnamese language, providing a comprehensive understanding of its role in Vietnamese
society.

Understanding Vietnamese Language

Vietnamese is an Austroasiatic language that belongs to the Viet-Muong subfamily. With
over 86 million native speakers, it is the most widely spoken language in Vietnam and
serves as the official language of the country. The language has evolved significantly
throughout history, influenced by various cultural and political changes.

Characteristics of Vietnamese Language

Vietnamese is known for its unique phonetic system and tonal nature. Here are some key
characteristics of the language:

Tonal Language: Vietnamese is a tonal language, meaning that the tone in which a
word is spoken can change its meaning. There are six distinct tones in Northern
Vietnamese (Hanoi dialect) and five in Southern Vietnamese (Ho Chi Minh City
dialect).

Alphabet: The Vietnamese writing system uses the Latin alphabet, known as "Quốc
Ngữ," which was developed by French missionaries in the 17th century. This system
replaced the traditional Chinese characters and the "Nôm" script.

Vowel Sounds: The language contains a rich variety of vowel sounds, contributing
to its melodic quality. There are 12 simple vowels and 6 diphthongs in Vietnamese.

Word Order: Vietnamese typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) word order,
making it similar to English in this respect.

Historical Context of Vietnamese Language

The history of the Vietnamese language is deeply intertwined with the political and
cultural events that have shaped Vietnam over the centuries. Here are some significant



milestones in its evolution:

Influences on the Vietnamese Language

1. Chinese Influence: For over a thousand years, Vietnam was under Chinese rule, which
profoundly impacted its language. Many Chinese words and characters were integrated
into Vietnamese, particularly in the fields of literature, philosophy, and governance. This
influence is evident in the vocabulary and in the historical use of Chinese characters.

2. Colonial Period: During the French colonial period (1858-1945), the Vietnamese
language underwent significant changes. The French introduced the Latin alphabet, which
replaced the Chinese-based writing systems. This shift facilitated literacy and education
among the Vietnamese population.

3. Modernization: After the Vietnam War and the reunification of the country in 1975, the
Vietnamese language continued to evolve. The government promoted the use of
Vietnamese in education, media, and official communication, leading to a resurgence of
national pride in the language.

Dialects of Vietnamese Language

Vietnamese is not a monolithic language; it has several regional dialects that differ in
pronunciation, vocabulary, and some grammatical structures. The three main dialects are:

Northern Dialect (Tiếng Bắc)

- Location: This dialect is primarily spoken in Hanoi and the northern provinces.
- Characteristics: The Northern dialect is considered the standard dialect and is often used
in official contexts. It features all six tones and a distinct pronunciation, which some
speakers from the south find challenging to understand.

Central Dialect (Tiếng Trung)

- Location: Spoken in the central regions of Vietnam, including cities like Huế and Đà
Nẵng.
- Characteristics: The Central dialect has unique pronunciations and vocabulary that can
be quite different from both Northern and Southern dialects. Some tones may also vary,
making it distinct but less widely understood by other Vietnamese speakers.

Southern Dialect (Tiếng Nam)



- Location: Primarily spoken in Ho Chi Minh City and the southern provinces.
- Characteristics: The Southern dialect has a softer tone and fewer tonal distinctions
compared to the Northern dialect. It also features unique vocabulary and expressions
influenced by interactions with various ethnic groups and cultures in the region.

Cultural Significance of the Vietnamese Language

The Vietnamese language is not only a means of communication but also a vital part of the
nation's identity. Its significance is evident in various aspects of Vietnamese culture:

Literature and Poetry

Vietnamese literature has a long and rich history, with poetry and folk tales deeply rooted
in the language. Classical works, such as "Truyện Kiều" by Nguyễn Du, showcase the
beauty and complexity of Vietnamese literary expression. Modern Vietnamese literature
continues to thrive, with authors exploring contemporary themes while maintaining
linguistic traditions.

Music and Arts

Vietnamese music often reflects the nuances of the language, incorporating its tones and
rhythms. Traditional musical forms, such as "hò" and "vọng cổ," highlight the lyrical
beauty of Vietnamese. Contemporary artists also use the language to express cultural and
social issues, bridging the past and present.

Education and Media

In Vietnam, Vietnamese is the medium of instruction in schools, ensuring that future
generations maintain their linguistic heritage. The media, including television, radio, and
print, predominantly use Vietnamese, reinforcing its importance in daily life and
communication.

The Future of the Vietnamese Language

As Vietnam continues to grow economically and culturally, the Vietnamese language faces
both challenges and opportunities. The influence of globalization and technology is
evident, with English becoming increasingly popular among the younger population.
However, there is a strong movement to preserve and promote the Vietnamese language,
particularly through education and cultural initiatives.



Efforts to Preserve Vietnamese Language

1. Educational Programs: Schools in Vietnam emphasize the importance of the Vietnamese
language through curriculum development and language preservation programs.

2. Cultural Events: Festivals and cultural events celebrate Vietnamese language and
literature, encouraging people to engage with their linguistic heritage.

3. Digital Presence: The rise of social media and online platforms has led to a resurgence
of interest in Vietnamese language and culture, allowing for greater accessibility and
engagement.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding what is the language of Vietnam encompasses much more
than just its linguistic structure. Vietnamese is a dynamic language that embodies the
country’s history, culture, and identity. With its rich tapestry of dialects, influences, and
cultural significance, the Vietnamese language continues to thrive and evolve, ensuring
that it remains a vital part of Vietnam's future. Whether you're a language learner, a
traveler, or simply curious about the culture, exploring Vietnamese offers a fascinating
glimpse into the heart and soul of Vietnam.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Vietnam?
The official language of Vietnam is Vietnamese.

What writing system is used for the Vietnamese
language?
Vietnamese uses the Latin-based script called 'Quốc Ngữ'.

Are there any regional dialects in Vietnamese?
Yes, Vietnamese has three main dialects: Northern, Central, and Southern, each with its
own distinct pronunciation and vocabulary.

Is Vietnamese a tonal language?
Yes, Vietnamese is a tonal language, meaning that the tone in which a word is spoken can
change its meaning.



What are some languages that have influenced
Vietnamese?
Vietnamese has been influenced by Chinese, French, and English, particularly in
vocabulary and pronunciation.

Can English speakers easily learn Vietnamese?
While English speakers may find Vietnamese challenging due to its tones and
pronunciation, it can be learned with practice and dedication.
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