
what is the movie heaven is for real about
What is the movie Heaven Is for Real about? This question resonates with many audiences who
are curious about the film's themes, characters, and underlying messages. Based on the 2010 best-
selling book by Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent, "Heaven Is for Real" is a faith-based drama that
explores the real-life experiences of a young boy who claims to have visited heaven during a near-
death experience. The movie invites viewers into a world that grapples with the profound questions
of faith, life, and the afterlife.

Synopsis of Heaven Is for Real

"Heaven Is for Real," directed by Randall Wallace, was released in 2014. The film stars Greg Kinnear
as Todd Burpo, the father of Colton Burpo, played by Connor Corum. The story is set in a small town
in Nebraska and follows the Burpo family's journey through a harrowing ordeal when Colton, at the
tender age of four, undergoes an emergency appendectomy.

During this life-threatening situation, Colton experiences a near-death experience that leads him to
claim he visited heaven. After recovering, he begins to share details of his experience, which sends
his family and their community into a whirlwind of skepticism, wonder, and spiritual reflection.

Thematic Exploration

"Heaven Is for Real" delves into several themes that resonate deeply with viewers, particularly those
interested in spirituality and the concept of the afterlife.

Faith and Belief

One of the central themes of the movie is the exploration of faith and belief. The Burpo family's
Christian values are put to the test as they grapple with the implications of Colton's claims. Todd, a
pastor, finds himself questioning his own faith, as well as the faith of his congregation. This theme
invites viewers to reflect on their own beliefs and the nature of faith in times of crisis.

Family and Relationships

The film also emphasizes the importance of family and the bonds that hold them together. As Colton
recounts his extraordinary experience, the Burpo family navigates the challenges of maintaining
their unity amid skepticism and fear. The film showcases moments of vulnerability, love, and
support, highlighting how families can grow closer through adversity.



Life, Death, and the Afterlife

Colton's experience serves as a catalyst for discussions about life, death, and what lies beyond. The
film explores the fear of death and the comfort that faith can provide. Through Colton's innocent
perspective, viewers are encouraged to ponder the mysteries of the afterlife, making the film a
profound exploration of existential questions.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Heaven Is for Real" play vital roles in conveying the film's messages and themes.

Todd Burpo

As the protagonist, Todd Burpo's character embodies the struggles of faith and doubt. His journey
from skepticism to belief reflects the broader human experience of seeking answers in the face of
uncertainty. Greg Kinnear's portrayal of Todd adds depth to the character, making his emotional
struggles relatable and authentic.

Colton Burpo

Colton, the young boy at the center of the story, represents innocence and unwavering belief. His
descriptions of heaven are filled with childlike wonder, providing a stark contrast to the adult
characters who grapple with doubt. Colton's perspective invites adults to reconsider their views on
faith and spirituality, reminding them of the simplicity and purity of a child's belief.

Other Supporting Characters

The film features several supporting characters, including Todd's wife, Sonja (played by Kelly Reilly),
and members of their church community. These characters serve to illustrate the varying responses
to Colton's experience, from skepticism to acceptance, and contribute to the overall narrative arc of
the story.

Cinematography and Direction

"Heaven Is for Real" is notable for its heartfelt direction and cinematography. Randall Wallace,
known for his work on films like "Braveheart," brings a sensitive touch to the storytelling. The film's
visuals are inviting, capturing the small-town charm of Nebraska while also creating a sense of
wonder during Colton's visions of heaven.

The cinematography effectively contrasts the mundane aspects of life with the ethereal quality of



Colton's experience, enhancing the emotional impact of the film. The use of light, color, and framing
helps to immerse the audience in the story, making the moments of revelation and inspiration
resonate deeply.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "Heaven Is for Real" received mixed reviews from critics but found a receptive
audience among faith-based viewers. The film grossed over $100 million worldwide, proving that
there is a significant market for spiritual and inspirational content.

Critical Response

Critics often pointed to the film's sentimental approach and its reliance on emotional storytelling.
While some praised Kinnear's performance and the film's uplifting message, others criticized it for
lacking depth and nuance. However, the film's target audience—those seeking reassurance in their
faith—found it to be a moving and inspirational experience.

Audience Reception

For many viewers, "Heaven Is for Real" serves as a source of hope and encouragement. The
portrayal of Colton's experience has led to discussions about the nature of heaven and the afterlife,
inspiring individuals to reflect on their beliefs and the impact of faith in their lives. Many families
have reported that watching the film prompted meaningful conversations about spirituality and the
afterlife.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Heaven Is for Real" is a poignant exploration of faith, family, and the mysteries of the
afterlife. Through the lens of a young boy's extraordinary experience, the film invites viewers to
reconsider their beliefs and the nature of their existence. While the movie may not resonate with
everyone, its themes of hope, love, and the possibility of heaven offer a comforting message to those
seeking answers in a complex world.

Ultimately, "Heaven Is for Real" serves as a reminder that faith can bring solace during life's most
challenging moments, encouraging audiences to embrace the idea that there is something greater
beyond our earthly existence. Whether viewed as a heartfelt drama or a spiritual exploration, it
remains a significant contribution to the genre of faith-based cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main premise of the movie 'Heaven is for Real'?
The movie 'Heaven is for Real' is based on the true story of a young boy named Colton Burpo who,
after a near-death experience during surgery, claims to have visited heaven and met Jesus.

Who are the main characters in 'Heaven is for Real'?
The main characters include Colton Burpo, played by Connor Corum, his father Todd Burpo, played
by Greg Kinnear, and his mother Sonja Burpo, played by Kelly Reilly.

What themes does 'Heaven is for Real' explore?
The film explores themes of faith, the afterlife, parental love, and the power of belief, as it
challenges the characters and the audience to reconsider their understanding of heaven.

How does Colton's experience affect his family in the movie?
Colton's experience puts a strain on his family, causing doubt and conflict, but ultimately brings
them closer together as they grapple with his revelations and their own beliefs about faith and the
afterlife.

Is 'Heaven is for Real' based on a book?
Yes, 'Heaven is for Real' is based on the best-selling book of the same name written by Todd Burpo,
Colton's father, which recounts Colton's experiences and their impact on the family.

What was the reception of 'Heaven is for Real' upon its
release?
The movie received mixed reviews from critics but was generally well-received by audiences,
particularly those with religious beliefs, praising its inspirational message and performances.

How does the film depict Colton's vision of heaven?
The film depicts Colton's vision of heaven as a beautiful, colorful place filled with angels, Jesus, and
family members who have passed away, emphasizing joy, love, and peace.

What impact did 'Heaven is for Real' have on discussions
about the afterlife?
The film sparked discussions about the afterlife, near-death experiences, and faith, encouraging
many viewers to reflect on their own beliefs and experiences related to spirituality and the concept
of heaven.
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