
what is the official catholic bible
What is the official Catholic Bible is a question that often arises for those seeking to understand
the Christian faith, its teachings, and its texts. The Bible serves as the sacred scripture for Catholics,
but it is important to note that the Catholic Bible differs in significant ways from the versions used
by other Christian denominations. This article will explore the components, structure, history, and
significance of the official Catholic Bible, as well as the key differences with other biblical texts.

Understanding the Catholic Bible

The Catholic Bible is a collection of sacred books that forms the basis of the Catholic faith. It
consists of the Old Testament and the New Testament, with the Old Testament containing additional
books not found in the Protestant Bible. These additional texts are known as the Deuterocanonical
books.

Structure of the Catholic Bible

The Catholic Bible is divided into two main sections:

1. Old Testament: This section includes texts that are sacred to both Judaism and Christianity. The
Old Testament in the Catholic Bible contains 46 books, which can be categorized into several
groups:
- The Pentateuch (Torah): The first five books, also known as the Books of Moses.
- Historical Books: Narratives of the history of the Israelites.
- Wisdom Literature: Poetic and philosophical writings that explore the nature of life and faith.
- Prophetic Books: Writings of the prophets who conveyed God’s messages to the people of Israel.

2. New Testament: This section consists of 27 books that focus on the life, teachings, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, as well as the early Christian Church. The New Testament can be
divided into:
- The Gospels: Four accounts of Jesus’ life and teachings (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).
- Acts of the Apostles: A historical account of the early Church.
- Epistles (Letters): Letters written by apostles, primarily St. Paul, to various Christian communities.
- Revelation: A prophetic book that discusses the end times and the second coming of Christ.

Deuterocanonical Books

The term "Deuterocanonical" refers to the books accepted by the Catholic Church as part of the Old
Testament but excluded from the Hebrew Bible and Protestant versions. These books include:

1. Tobit
2. Judith
3. Additions to Esther



4. Wisdom
5. Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
6. Baruch
7. Additions to Daniel (including the Prayer of Azariah, Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon)
8. 1 Maccabees
9. 2 Maccabees

These texts are considered canonical by Catholics and have been included in the official Catholic
Bible, while they are often viewed as apocryphal by Protestant denominations.

History of the Catholic Bible

The formation of the Catholic Bible has a rich and complex history that spans centuries. Key
milestones include:

- Early Christianity: The early Church relied on the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew
scriptures, which included the Deuterocanonical books.
- Council of Hippo (393 AD): The first official list of canonical books was established, confirming the
inclusion of the Deuterocanonical books.
- Council of Carthage (397 AD): This council reaffirmed the canon of the Bible that was accepted in
Hippo, further solidifying the Catholic Church's stance on the sacred texts.
- Council of Trent (1545-1563): In response to the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Church
definitively established the canon of the Bible, including the Deuterocanonical books, as part of its
official doctrine.

The Catholic Bible and Its Translations

Over the centuries, the Catholic Bible has been translated into numerous languages, with some of
the most notable translations being:

1. The Vulgate: Completed by St. Jerome in the late 4th century, the Vulgate is a Latin translation
that became the standard Bible for the Catholic Church for many centuries.
2. Douay-Rheims Bible: This English translation was completed in the early 17th century and is
based on the Vulgate.
3. New American Bible (NAB): Published in 1970 and revised in 1986, the NAB is a widely used
translation in the United States and is often used in the liturgy.
4. Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE): This translation has been popular among
Catholics for its balance of formal equivalence and readability.

Each of these translations has its strengths and purposes, catering to different audiences and
contexts.

Significance of the Catholic Bible

The Catholic Bible holds immense significance within the Catholic faith for various reasons:



- Source of Doctrine: The teachings found within the Bible form the foundation for Catholic doctrine,
beliefs, and practices.
- Liturgical Use: Scripture is central to Catholic liturgy, including the Mass, where readings from the
Bible are integral to worship.
- Spiritual Growth: The Bible is seen as a source of spiritual nourishment and guidance for believers,
helping them to grow in faith and understanding.
- Moral Framework: The moral teachings found in the Bible provide Catholics with a framework for
ethical decision-making and living a virtuous life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the official Catholic Bible is a collection of sacred texts integral to the Catholic faith,
encompassing both the Old and New Testaments, as well as the Deuterocanonical books that
distinguish it from other Christian traditions. Its structure, history, translations, and significance all
contribute to its role as a foundational document for Catholics around the world. Understanding the
Catholic Bible is essential for anyone seeking to delve deeper into the faith, its teachings, and its
understanding of God's revelation to humanity. Through its pages, Catholics find guidance,
inspiration, and a connection to their history and beliefs, making it a vital part of their spiritual
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official Catholic Bible?
The official Catholic Bible is the Bible used by the Roman Catholic Church, which includes the Old
Testament and New Testament, along with the Deuterocanonical books.

What are the Deuterocanonical books?
The Deuterocanonical books are additional books included in the Catholic Old Testament but not
found in the Hebrew Bible, such as Tobit, Judith, and the Wisdom of Solomon.

Which translation of the Bible is commonly used by Catholics?
The New American Bible (NAB) is one of the most commonly used translations for the Catholic
Church in the United States.

How does the Catholic Bible differ from the Protestant Bible?
The Catholic Bible includes the Deuterocanonical books, while the Protestant Bible typically does
not, leading to a difference in the number of books in the Old Testament.

Who has the authority to determine the canon of the Catholic



Bible?
The canon of the Catholic Bible was determined by church councils, with the Council of Trent in the
16th century affirming the inclusion of the Deuterocanonical books.

Are there different versions of the Catholic Bible?
Yes, there are several versions of the Catholic Bible, including the Douay-Rheims, the Revised
Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE), and the New Revised Standard Version Catholic
Edition (NRSV-CE).

What is the significance of the Catholic Bible in the Church?
The Catholic Bible is central to the faith and practice of the Church, serving as the foundation for
liturgy, doctrine, and personal spiritual growth.

Are Catholic Bibles available in modern languages?
Yes, Catholic Bibles are available in many modern languages, including English, Spanish, French,
and others, often with translations that are approved by the Church.
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