
what jobs can you do with a history
degree
What jobs can you do with a history degree? This question often arises for students
pursuing a degree in history or individuals considering a career change. A history degree
not only equips students with a deep understanding of past events, cultures, and societies
but also helps develop critical skills such as analytical thinking, research proficiency, and
effective communication. These skills are highly transferable and can lead to a diverse
range of career opportunities.

In this article, we will explore various professions that history graduates can pursue, the
skills they develop, and the potential pathways for their future careers.

Skills Developed with a History Degree

Before diving into specific job roles, it is essential to understand the skills that a history
degree cultivates. These include:

Research Skills: History students learn to gather information from various sources,
including books, archives, and digital databases.

Analytical Thinking: Analyzing historical events and trends requires critical
thinking to assess various perspectives and interpretations.

Writing Proficiency: Writing essays, research papers, and reports is a core
component of history education, honing the ability to communicate ideas clearly and
persuasively.

Attention to Detail: History demands precision in understanding dates, events, and
their implications, fostering a meticulous approach to work.

Communication Skills: Both verbal and written communication are vital, as
graduates often engage with diverse audiences.

These skills are applicable in numerous fields, making history graduates versatile in the
job market.

Career Options for History Graduates

A history degree opens doors to various professions across multiple sectors. Below are
some popular career paths:



1. Education

One of the most common paths for history graduates is a career in education. Teaching
history at the high school or college level can be fulfilling and impactful.

- High School History Teacher: Requires a teaching certification, but it's a great way to
inspire young minds about the past.
- University Professor: Often requires a master's degree or Ph.D., allowing for teaching
and research opportunities.

2. Museums and Cultural Institutions

History graduates can work in museums, historical sites, and cultural institutions, where
they can share knowledge and preserve heritage.

- Curator: Responsible for managing collections and organizing exhibitions.
- Tour Guide: Leading tours at historical sites, providing educational experiences to
visitors.
- Conservationist: Working to preserve artifacts and documents for future generations.

3. Archives and Libraries

Careers in archives and libraries are ideal for those who enjoy research and historical
preservation.

- Archivist: Managing historical documents and records, ensuring their accessibility for
research.
- Librarian: Specializing in history collections, helping patrons find resources related to
historical research.

4. Government and Public Service

Many history graduates find fulfilling careers in government, where they can contribute to
policy-making and public administration.

- Policy Analyst: Researching historical context to inform public policies.
- Cultural Affairs Officer: Promoting cultural programs and preserving historical heritage
within communities.

5. Journalism and Media

The analytical and communication skills developed during a history degree can translate
well into journalism and media roles.



- Journalist/Reporter: Covering historical topics or current events with a historical angle.
- Content Writer/Editor: Producing articles, blogs, or multimedia content focused on
history.

6. Non-Profit and Advocacy Organizations

History graduates can work in non-profits focused on education, cultural preservation, or
social justice.

- Program Coordinator: Developing educational programs that promote historical
awareness.
- Grant Writer: Securing funding for historical projects or initiatives.

7. Business and Corporate Roles

Though it may not seem obvious, a history degree can lead to careers in business,
particularly in areas like marketing and management.

- Market Research Analyst: Using historical data to analyze market trends and consumer
behavior.
- Human Resources Specialist: Employing strong communication and analytical skills to
manage employee relations.

Alternative Career Paths

Apart from the traditional roles mentioned, history graduates can consider alternative
career paths that utilize their unique skill set.

1. Law

Many history graduates pursue law school due to their strong research and analytical
skills. A background in history provides a context for understanding legal precedents and
societal issues.

2. Business Consulting

Consulting firms often value the critical thinking and problem-solving skills of history
graduates. They can help organizations analyze their historical context to inform strategic
decisions.



3. Public Relations

History graduates can excel in public relations, where storytelling and understanding
public perception are crucial. Their ability to craft narratives can be a significant asset.

Further Education and Specialization

For those looking to enhance their career prospects, pursuing further education can be
beneficial. Here are some options:

- Master's Degree in History: Specializing in a certain area can lead to advanced positions
in education, research, or curation.
- Certificate Programs: Focusing on skills like archival management, museum studies, or
public history can open new doors.
- Law School: A strong option for those interested in pursuing a legal career.

Conclusion

A history degree provides a rich foundation for a variety of careers that extend well
beyond traditional roles. The skills gained during this program—such as research,
analytical thinking, and effective communication—are invaluable in numerous fields.
Whether you choose to educate, curate, write, or consult, the understanding of history you
acquire will enable you to contribute meaningfully to society.

As job markets evolve, history graduates can remain adaptable and find unique ways to
apply their knowledge and skills. With endless possibilities, the question of what jobs can
you do with a history degree ultimately leads to an exciting array of career paths ready to
be explored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of careers can I pursue with a history
degree?
With a history degree, you can pursue careers in education, research, museum curation,
archival work, public history, journalism, and roles in government or non-profit
organizations.

Is teaching a viable option for history graduates?
Yes, teaching is a common career path for history graduates. You can teach at various
levels, from middle school to college, often requiring additional certifications or a teaching
license.



Can I work in museums with a history degree?
Absolutely! History graduates can work in museums as curators, exhibit designers, or
educators, where they help to interpret historical artifacts and engage the public.

Are there opportunities in government for history
majors?
Yes, history majors can find opportunities in government as policy analysts, legislative
aides, or historical consultants, often working on projects that require knowledge of
historical contexts.

What role does research play for history graduates?
Research is a key component for history graduates, who may work as researchers for
academic institutions, think tanks, or publishing companies, contributing to historical
scholarship and publications.

Can history graduates work in the private sector?
Yes, history graduates can work in the private sector in roles such as corporate historians,
market researchers, or communications specialists, where their analytical skills and
understanding of context are valuable.

What skills do history graduates possess that are
marketable?
History graduates possess strong research, critical thinking, writing, and analytical skills,
which are highly valued in various fields including law, public relations, and consulting.

Do I need further education to advance my career with a
history degree?
While a bachelor's degree in history allows you to enter many fields, pursuing a master's
or doctorate can open doors to advanced positions in academia, specialized research, or
higher-level roles in museums and archives.
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