
what language is in moana
What language is in Moana, a 2016 animated feature film produced by Walt Disney Animation
Studios, has captured the hearts of audiences worldwide. Set in ancient Polynesia, the film follows
the journey of a young girl named Moana who sets out on a quest to save her island and restore the
heart of Te Fiti. One of the most intriguing aspects of Moana is its use of language, which adds
depth and authenticity to the narrative. In this article, we will explore the languages featured in the
film, the cultural significance of these languages, and the impact they have on the storytelling and
character development.

Languages Featured in Moana

1. English
The primary language spoken in Moana is English. Most of the dialogue, songs, and narrative are
presented in English, making the film accessible to a global audience. English serves as the vehicle
through which the story is told, allowing for a wide range of emotional expression and character
interaction. The use of English also makes it easier for viewers from different backgrounds to
connect with the film's themes of courage, identity, and self-discovery.

2. Hawaiian and Other Polynesian Languages
In addition to English, Moana incorporates elements of Hawaiian and other Polynesian languages,
reflecting the film's cultural foundation. The creators consulted with cultural experts to ensure
authenticity in the portrayal of Polynesian culture and language. Some key features include:

- Hawaiian Language: Certain phrases and words are used throughout the film, enhancing the
cultural richness. For example, the word "Aloha" is used to express love and greetings.
- Te Reo Māori: The filmmakers also drew inspiration from Māori culture, the indigenous people of
New Zealand. This influence is evident in character names and specific cultural practices depicted in
the film.
- Samoan Language: The film includes Samoan terms, particularly in the character of Maui, who is
inspired by the demigod from Polynesian mythology. This inclusion helps to celebrate the diversity
within the Pacific Islands.

The Cultural Significance of Language in Moana

The use of language in Moana goes beyond mere dialogue; it serves as a bridge to understanding the
cultural heritage of the Polynesian people. By incorporating native languages and cultural elements,
the film:



1. Honors Polynesian Heritage
The filmmakers aimed to honor and respect the diverse cultures of the Pacific Islands. By integrating
Hawaiian, Māori, and Samoan languages, the film acknowledges the rich history and mythology of
these cultures. This approach not only educates the audience about Polynesian heritage but also
instills a sense of pride within the community.

2. Enhances Storytelling
Language plays a crucial role in storytelling, as it can evoke emotions, create atmosphere, and
convey meaning. The use of native languages in Moana enhances the authenticity of the characters
and their experiences. For example:

- Songs: The soundtrack features original songs composed by Lin-Manuel Miranda, Opetaia Foa'i,
and Mark Mancina. Certain songs include lyrics in Polynesian languages, immersing the audience in
the cultural context.
- Cultural Practices: Specific phrases and terms are used to denote cultural practices, such as
navigation techniques and mythology, providing viewers with insight into the everyday lives of the
characters.

3. Fosters Connection and Understanding
By using multiple languages, Moana fosters a connection between the characters and the audience.
Viewers may find themselves reflecting on their own cultural identities and the importance of
heritage. The film encourages appreciation for diversity and the need for mutual understanding
among different cultures.

The Impact of Language on Character Development

Language is a powerful tool that shapes character development in Moana. The way characters
speak, the languages they use, and their cultural references all contribute to their identities and
relationships.

1. Moana's Journey of Self-Discovery
Moana's character arc is centered on her quest for identity and purpose. As she navigates her
journey, language plays a pivotal role in her self-discovery. Through her interactions with her
grandmother, who speaks in terms rich with cultural significance, Moana learns about her heritage
and the importance of her ancestors:

- Connection to Ancestors: Moana's grandmother often uses traditional stories and phrases that
connect Moana to her lineage, encouraging her to embrace her identity as a wayfinder.
- Empowerment through Language: As Moana learns to navigate the ocean and understand her
people's traditions, she grows in confidence, realizing the power of her voice and the importance of
her mission.



2. Maui as a Symbol of Cultural Complexity
Maui, the demigod, is a complex character whose personality is reflected in his language and
cultural references. His use of humor and bravado contrasts with the more serious and introspective
Moana. Some key aspects include:

- Bilingual Nature: Maui often switches between English and Polynesian languages, showcasing his
multifaceted personality. This bilingualism represents his connection to both the human and divine
worlds.
- Cultural Legend: Through Maui's character, the film explores themes of heroism, pride, and
redemption, all of which are deeply rooted in Polynesian mythology. His stories and language
celebrate the rich tapestry of cultural legends.

3. Supporting Characters and Their Language Use
The supporting characters in Moana also contribute to the story's linguistic diversity. Each
character's way of speaking adds depth to their personality and relationships:

- Chief Tui: Moana's father, Chief Tui, speaks with authority and tradition, reflecting his role as a
leader. His language embodies the protective nature of a father while also showcasing the weight of
responsibility he carries.
- Gramma Tala: Moana's grandmother, Gramma Tala, represents the wisdom of the ancestors. Her
use of language reflects her connection to the spiritual world and her role as a guide for Moana,
often using metaphors and stories to impart wisdom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the language used in Moana plays a vital role in shaping the film's narrative, cultural
authenticity, and character development. By incorporating English alongside Hawaiian, Māori, and
Samoan languages, the film honors the rich tapestry of Polynesian culture while making it accessible
to a global audience. The linguistic choices made by the filmmakers not only enhance the
storytelling experience but also foster a deeper understanding and appreciation for the diverse
cultures within the Pacific Islands. As viewers embark on Moana's journey, they are invited not just
to witness her quest but to engage with the profound themes of identity, heritage, and the power of
language itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What language is predominantly featured in the movie Moana?
The predominant language featured in Moana is Hawaiian, along with other Polynesian languages.

Are there any original songs in Moana sung in a different



language?
Yes, some songs in Moana, such as 'We Know the Way,' include lyrics in Tokelauan, a Polynesian
language.

Why did the filmmakers choose to include native languages in
Moana?
The filmmakers aimed to honor the cultures of the Pacific Islands and provide authenticity to the
storytelling.

Is Moana available in different languages for international
audiences?
Yes, Moana has been dubbed into multiple languages, including Spanish, French, and Japanese,
among others.

Who was involved in the language aspect of Moana's
production?
Linguist Dr. Kaimana Beamer and other cultural experts worked with the filmmakers to ensure
cultural accuracy and language representation.

Does Moana use any English in its dialogue?
Yes, while it incorporates Polynesian languages, Moana also primarily uses English for the dialogue
to reach a broader audience.

How does the use of language enhance the storytelling in
Moana?
The use of native languages enriches the film's cultural context, deepens character connections, and
immerses viewers in the world of Polynesian mythology.
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