what of this goldfish would you wish
worksheet answers

What of This Goldfish Would You Wish Worksheet Answers is a common inquiry
among students and educators alike, especially those engaging with the short
story by Bruce Eric Kaplan. This thought-provoking piece explores themes of
desire, the nature of wishes, and the complexity of human emotions. The
accompanying worksheet typically focuses on comprehension, reflection, and
analysis of the text, prompting readers to delve deeper into its meanings and
implications. In this article, we will explore the key elements of the story,
provide insights into common worksheet questions, and offer guidance on how
to approach answering them.

The Story Overview

“What of This Goldfish Would You Wish” tells the story of a young man named
Sergei who encounters a magical goldfish that can grant wishes. The narrative
unfolds as Sergei grapples with the moral and ethical considerations of
wishing. He is confronted by a neighbor who is curious about the nature of
his desires and how they might affect others. Through their interaction,
Kaplan illustrates the conflict between self-interest and the well-being of
others, ultimately posing questions about the true value of wishes.

Thematic Elements

The story is rich in thematic content, which can be explored through the
worksheet. Here are some of the primary themes:

1. The Nature of Desire

Desire is a central theme in the story, as each character’s wishes reflect
their innermost longings. The worksheet may ask students to analyze what
their wishes reveal about their character.

2. Consequences of Wishes

The concept that wishes can have unintended consequences is explored
throughout the narrative. Students may be prompted to consider how their own
wishes could impact not only themselves but also the people around them.



3. Human Connection

The relationship between Sergei and his neighbor illustrates the importance
of connection and understanding. The worksheet might invite reflections on
how wishes can both create and destroy relationships.

4. Ethics and Morality

The ethical implications of wishing for personal gain at the expense of
others can lead to rich discussions. Worksheets often include questions that
require students to evaluate the morality of characters' choices.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

In this section, we will outline some frequently asked questions that
students may encounter on the worksheet and provide guidance on how to answer
them effectively.

1. What does Sergei wish for, and why?

Answer:

Sergei wishes for a variety of things, primarily driven by his desire for
happiness and fulfillment. His wishes reflect his emotions and circumstances,
such as his loneliness and yearning for connection. Students should consider
why Sergei believes these wishes will bring him joy and what they reveal
about his character.

2. How does the goldfish respond to Sergei’s wishes?

Answer:

The goldfish serves as a catalyst for exploring the nature of wishes. It
grants wishes but also prompts Sergei to reflect on their implications. The
goldfish’s responses can be interpreted as highlighting the complexities of
desire and the potential consequences of fulfilling one’s wishes.

3. What role does the neighbor play in the story?

Answer:

The neighbor serves as a foil to Sergei. Their interactions prompt Sergei to
confront his desires and examine the ethical implications of his wishes. The
neighbor's curiosity and questions push Sergei to think critically about what
he truly wants and how it may affect others.



4. Discuss the significance of the ending. What
message does it convey?

Answer:

The ending of the story often leaves readers with a sense of ambiguity. It
encourages readers to think about the nature of wishes and whether they truly
lead to happiness. Students might analyze the ending in terms of its
commentary on human desire and the quest for fulfillment.

Approaching the Worksheet: Tips for Students

Completing worksheets related to “What of This Goldfish Would You Wish” can
be a rewarding experience when approached thoughtfully. Here are some tips to
enhance understanding and analysis:

1. Read the Story Carefully: Ensure you have a solid grasp of the plot,
characters, and themes. Reread sections that are complex or unclear.

2. Take Notes: Jot down key points, quotes, and your interpretations as you
read. This will be helpful when answering questions.

3. Discuss with Peers: Engaging in discussions with classmates can offer
new perspectives. Group conversations can deepen your understanding of
themes and character motivations.

4. Reflect on Personal Connections: Think about how the themes relate to
your own experiences. Personal reflections can enrich your answers and
provide unique insights.

5. Use Evidence: When answering questions, support your points with
evidence from the text. Quotes and specific examples will strengthen
your analysis.

Conclusion

In summary, the “What of This Goldfish Would You Wish” worksheet provides an
opportunity for students to engage deeply with the narrative and its themes.
By exploring key questions and reflecting on the implications of wishes,
students can gain valuable insights into human nature and the complexities of
desire. The story, with its rich thematic content, serves as a platform for
discussions about ethics, morality, and the importance of human connections.
Through thoughtful engagement with the worksheet, students can develop their
analytical skills and deepen their understanding of literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'What of This Goldfish
Would You Wish'?

The main theme revolves around the concept of wishes, desires, and the
ethical implications of personal choices.

What does the goldfish represent in the story?

The goldfish symbolizes the potential for wishes to be granted and the moral
dilemmas that arise from those wishes.

What kind of wishes do characters in the story
typically make?

Characters often wish for material wealth, personal happiness, or the
resolution of conflicts.

How does the format of the worksheet aid in
comprehension?

The worksheet format encourages active engagement with the text, prompting
readers to reflect on their own wishes and the consequences they might
entail.

What are some common answers students might provide
for their wishes?

Common answers include wishes for infinite wealth, the ability to fix past
mistakes, or a wish for happiness and love.

How do the characters' wishes impact their
relationships in the story?

The wishes often lead to tension and conflict, showcasing how desires can
complicate personal relationships.

What lesson can be learned from the outcomes of the
wishes made in the story?

The story teaches that wishes can have unintended consequences and that one
should be careful what they wish for.



What role does the narrator play in guiding the
reader's understanding?

The narrator provides insights into the characters' thoughts and emotions,
helping the reader to empathize with their situations and wishes.

How does the author use symbolism throughout the
story?

Symbolism is utilized through the goldfish, representing not just wishes but
also the burdens and responsibilities that come with them.

What feelings do the characters experience as they
confront their wishes?

Characters often experience a mix of hope, regret, and anxiety as they
confront the realities of their wishes and their implications.
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