
what questions are on the cpc exam
What questions are on the CPC exam? The Certified Professional Coder (CPC)
exam is a crucial step for individuals aspiring to establish a successful
career in medical coding. Administered by the American Academy of
Professional Coders (AAPC), the CPC exam tests the knowledge and skills
necessary to accurately assign codes for diagnoses, procedures, and medical
services. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the types
of questions you can expect on the CPC exam, along with tips on how to
prepare effectively.

Understanding the CPC Exam Format

Before diving into the specific questions, it’s important to understand the
format of the CPC exam. The exam consists of:

- Number of Questions: The CPC exam includes 150 multiple-choice questions.
- Time Allotted: Candidates are given 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the
exam.
- Topics Covered: The questions cover various topics, including anatomy,
medical terminology, coding guidelines, and payer policies.

Categories of Questions on the CPC Exam

The questions on the CPC exam are categorized into several key areas. Here’s
a breakdown of these categories:

1. Medical Coding Guidelines

Understanding coding guidelines is crucial for accurate coding. Questions may
include:

- ICD-10-CM Coding: Candidates need to demonstrate knowledge of the
International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical
Modification coding system.
- CPT Coding: Questions might focus on the Current Procedural Terminology
coding system, which is essential for billing medical services.
- HCPCS Level II Coding: This section may test knowledge of the Healthcare
Common Procedure Coding System, which covers non-physician services and
supplies.



2. Anatomy and Medical Terminology

A solid understanding of anatomy and medical terminology is essential for any
coder. Questions in this category can include:

- Anatomical Structures: Identifying various parts of the human body and
their functions.
- Medical Terms: Understanding prefixes, suffixes, and root words commonly
used in the medical field.

3. Payer Policies and Regulations

Knowledge of payer policies and regulations is important for ensuring
compliance and optimal reimbursement. Questions may cover:

- Medicare and Medicaid Regulations: Understanding the guidelines governing
these programs.
- Insurance Claim Processes: Familiarity with how claims are processed and
the required documentation.

4. Coding Scenarios

Many questions on the CPC exam are scenario-based, requiring candidates to
apply their knowledge in practical situations. Examples include:

- Case Studies: Analyzing a patient’s medical record to determine the
appropriate codes.
- Modifier Usage: Understanding when and how to apply modifiers to CPT codes.

Types of Questions on the CPC Exam

The CPC exam primarily consists of multiple-choice questions, but within this
format, there are several types of questions you may encounter.

1. Direct Questions

These questions test specific knowledge and typically require a
straightforward answer. For example:

- “What is the correct ICD-10 code for type 2 diabetes?”



2. Scenario-Based Questions

These questions present a clinical scenario and ask the candidate to choose
the correct coding based on the information provided. For instance:

- “A 65-year-old male patient is diagnosed with hypertension and prescribed
medication. What ICD-10 code should be assigned?”

3. Coding Guidelines Application

These questions require knowledge of coding guidelines and principles.
Candidates may be asked:

- “Which modifier should be used for a bilateral procedure?”

4. True/False Questions

While less common, you may encounter true/false questions that assess your
understanding of coding practices. For example:

- “Modifiers can change the meaning of a procedure code. True or False?”

Preparation Strategies for the CPC Exam

To succeed on the CPC exam, a solid preparation strategy is essential. Here
are some effective methods to help you study:

1. Review the AAPC CPC Exam Content Outline

The AAPC provides a content outline that details the topics covered on the
exam. Reviewing this outline will help you identify areas where you need
further study.

2. Utilize Official Coding Books

Invest in the latest versions of the ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS Level II
coding books. Familiarity with these resources is crucial, as they will be
your primary tools during the exam.



3. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams are an excellent way to familiarize yourself with the question
format and identify areas for improvement. AAPC offers practice exams that
simulate the actual exam experience.

4. Join Study Groups

Connecting with peers who are also preparing for the CPC exam can provide
motivation and support. Study groups allow for discussion of complex topics
and the sharing of resources.

5. Attend CPC Exam Preparation Courses

Many organizations, including AAPC, offer preparatory courses specifically
designed for the CPC exam. These courses can provide structured learning and
expert guidance.

6. Stay Updated on Coding Changes

Medical coding is a constantly evolving field. Staying informed about the
latest coding updates, guidelines, and regulations is crucial for success on
the exam and in your career.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding what questions are on the CPC exam is essential
for any aspiring medical coder. By familiarizing yourself with the exam
format, categories of questions, and effective preparation strategies, you
can increase your chances of passing the CPC exam and advancing your career.
Remember, diligent study and a thorough understanding of medical coding
principles are key to your success. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of questions are included in the CPC
exam?
The CPC exam includes multiple-choice questions that cover various topics
such as medical coding, anatomy, and healthcare regulations.



Are there scenario-based questions on the CPC exam?
Yes, the CPC exam includes scenario-based questions that require candidates
to apply coding guidelines to specific clinical situations.

How many questions are on the CPC exam?
The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.

What subjects are covered in the CPC exam questions?
Subjects include CPT coding, ICD-10-CM coding, HCPCS Level II coding, and
compliance issues.

Is there a time limit for the CPC exam?
Yes, candidates have 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the CPC exam.

Do CPC exam questions focus on outpatient coding?
Yes, the CPC exam emphasizes outpatient coding, including office visits,
surgeries, and diagnostic testing.

Are there questions about modifiers in the CPC exam?
Yes, the exam includes questions that test knowledge of modifiers and their
appropriate use in coding.

Can I find practice questions for the CPC exam?
Yes, many resources, including textbooks and online platforms, offer practice
questions for the CPC exam.

How are the CPC exam questions structured?
The questions are structured as multiple-choice, with one correct answer
among four options.

Is there a scoring system for the CPC exam
questions?
Yes, each correct answer earns points, and the total score determines whether
a candidate passes the exam.
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