what was thomas paines purpose for writing
common sense

What was Thomas Paine's purpose for writing Common Sense? Thomas Paine's "Common
Sense," published in January 1776, stands as one of the most influential pamphlets in American
history. In a time when the American colonies were grappling with the oppressive rule of Great
Britain, Paine's work served multiple purposes: to advocate for independence from British rule, to
inspire a revolutionary spirit among the colonists, and to articulate a vision of a new, democratic
government. This article will explore the various dimensions of Paine's purpose in writing "Common
Sense," analyzing its historical context, key arguments, and enduring impact on American society.

The Historical Context of Common Sense

Before diving into Paine's specific purposes, it is essential to understand the historical backdrop
against which "Common Sense" was written.

The Growing Discontent in the Colonies

By the mid-1770s, tensions between the American colonies and Great Britain had reached a boiling
point. Key events that fueled discontent included:

e The Stamp Act of 1765, which imposed direct taxes on the colonies without representation.

e The Boston Massacre in 1770, which escalated anti-British sentiment.

e The Intolerable Acts of 1774, which further restricted colonial autonomy.

These events fostered a growing desire for change among the colonists, leading to a burgeoning
revolutionary sentiment. Paine's "Common Sense" would channel this discontent into a compelling
argument for independence.

The Influence of Enlightenment Ideas

Paine was also influenced by Enlightenment thinkers such as John Locke and Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. These philosophers emphasized the importance of individual rights and the social
contract, which argued that governments derive their authority from the consent of the governed.
Paine's work was heavily infused with these ideas, allowing him to frame the argument for
independence in a broader philosophical context.



