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When Broken Glass Floats Growing Up Under the Khmer Rouge

The Khmer Rouge regime, which ruled Cambodia from 1975 to 1979, left a
profound and tragic mark on the nation and its people. It was a time
characterized by extreme brutality, widespread suffering, and a systematic
effort to erase cultural identity. For those who lived through this period,
the memories are often fragmented and painful, akin to the image of broken
glass floating—sharp, dangerous, and yet hauntingly beautiful. The phrase
captures the essence of survival and resilience amidst chaos. This article
explores the experiences of those who grew up under the Khmer Rouge, delving
into their struggles, the impact of the regime on their lives, and the
enduring scars that remain.

Historical Context of the Khmer Rouge

The Khmer Rouge emerged in the context of a tumultuous political landscape
during the 1970s.

The Rise of the Khmer Rouge

1. Civil War: The civil war in Cambodia began in the 1960s, pitting the
communist Khmer Rouge against the government forces supported by the United
States.

2. Fall of Phnom Penh: On April 17, 1975, the Khmer Rouge captured the
capital, Phnom Penh, marking the beginning of their rule.

3. Ideological Foundations: The regime, led by Pol Pot, sought to create an
agrarian socialist society, believing that urban populations were corrupt and
needed to be re-educated through forced labor.

Policies of the Khmer Rouge

- Evacuation of Cities

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of 'When Broken Glass
Floats' in the context of the Khmer Rouge era?

'When Broken Glass Floats' is a memoir by Chanrithy Him that provides a
personal account of life under the Khmer Rouge regime, highlighting the
brutality and suffering experienced by Cambodians during this period.

How does Chanrithy Him describe her childhood
experiences during the Khmer Rouge?

In her memoir, Chanrithy Him shares vivid and haunting memories of her
childhood, including the loss of family members, the struggle for survival,
and the impact of fear and violence on her formative years.

What themes are prevalent in 'When Broken Glass
Floats'?

Key themes include trauma, resilience, the loss of innocence, the impact of
war on children, and the struggle to reclaim identity and memory in the
aftermath of genocide.

How does the author use imagery to convey her
experiences?

Chanrithy Him employs powerful imagery throughout her narrative to evoke the
stark realities of life under the Khmer Rouge, illustrating both the beauty
of her homeland and the horrors inflicted upon its people.

What role does memory play in the narrative of 'When
Broken Glass Floats'?

Memory serves as a central device in the narrative, as Chanrithy Him reflects
on her past to process trauma, preserve family history, and provide insight
into the psychological scars left by the Khmer Rouge.

In what ways does 'When Broken Glass Floats'
contribute to the understanding of Cambodian
history?

The memoir offers a personal perspective on the Khmer Rouge era, filling in
gaps in historical accounts and humanizing the statistics of loss and
suffering through individual stories and experiences.

How does Chanrithy Him's story reflect the



experiences of other survivors of the Khmer Rouge?

Her story resonates with many survivors, capturing a collective trauma while
also showcasing individual resilience, and highlighting the shared struggle
of rebuilding lives after such profound loss.

What impact did 'When Broken Glass Floats' have on
discussions about genocide and human rights?

The memoir has sparked conversations about the importance of remembering and
acknowledging the past, advocating for human rights, and understanding the
long-term effects of genocide on individuals and communities.

How does the memoir address the theme of survival?

Chanrithy Him illustrates survival through her own perseverance and the
resourcefulness of her family and community, emphasizing the will to live and
the importance of hope amidst despair.

What lessons can be drawn from 'When Broken Glass
Floats' for future generations?

The memoir teaches lessons about the consequences of totalitarianism, the
importance of empathy, the need to remember history, and the resilience of
the human spirit in the face of adversity.
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