
when marian sang
When Marian Sang is a poignant and inspiring story that captures a significant moment in
American history, reflecting themes of resilience, racial equality, and the transformative
power of music. The book, authored by Pam Muñoz Ryan and illustrated by Brian Selznick,
recounts the life of Marian Anderson, a gifted African American contralto who broke racial
barriers in the early 20th century. This article delves into the background of Marian
Anderson, the events surrounding her historic performance at the Lincoln Memorial, and the
broader implications of her journey.

Background of Marian Anderson

Early Life
Marian Anderson was born on February 27, 1897, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was
the daughter of John and Anna Anderson, who encouraged her musical talents from a young
age. Despite facing financial hardships, her family prioritized education and artistic
development. Marian began singing in her church choir, where her remarkable voice quickly
drew attention.

- Education and Training
- Anderson received her first formal music lessons from a local musician.
- She later studied at the Philadelphia Music Academy, where her talent flourished.
- Despite her success, she faced significant racial discrimination in her pursuit of a singing
career.

Barriers to Success
Anderson’s rise to fame was hindered by the pervasive racism of the era. Although she was
immensely talented, many concert halls refused to book her due to her race. This
discrimination was emblematic of the broader societal challenges faced by African
Americans in the United States.

- Notable Incidents of Discrimination
- In 1939, Anderson was denied the opportunity to perform at Constitution Hall in
Washington, D.C., by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR).
- This refusal was a pivotal moment, sparking outrage among her supporters and the
broader civil rights community.

The Historic Concert at the Lincoln Memorial



Preparation for the Concert
Following the rejection from Constitution Hall, Anderson’s supporters, including prominent
civil rights leader Walter White of the NAACP and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, mobilized to
organize a concert at the Lincoln Memorial. This concert was not just a performance; it was
a statement against racial injustice.

- Key Figures Involved
- Eleanor Roosevelt played a crucial role in planning the concert.
- The concert took place on April 9, 1939, and was attended by an audience of over 75,000
people.

The Performance
On the day of the concert, Anderson stood in front of the Lincoln Memorial, a powerful
symbol of freedom and equality. She performed a repertoire that included spirituals,
classical pieces, and folk songs, resonating deeply with her audience.

- Significant Songs Performed
- "My Country, 'Tis of Thee" (America)
- "Deep River"
- "Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen"

The performance was notable not only for Anderson’s extraordinary vocal talent but also for
its cultural significance. It was a moment of unity and a powerful statement against the
racial discrimination that African Americans faced.

Impact and Legacy

Immediate Aftermath
Following her historic concert, Anderson gained national and international acclaim. The
concert was a watershed moment that highlighted the struggle for civil rights in America. It
demonstrated the power of music as a tool for social change and brought attention to the
injustices faced by African Americans.

- Media Coverage
- Major newspapers covered the event extensively, with many praising Anderson’s talent
and the significance of the concert.
- Radio broadcasts allowed the performance to reach an even wider audience.

Long-term Influence
Marian Anderson’s legacy extends far beyond her remarkable singing career. She became a
symbol of the civil rights movement and inspired future generations of artists and activists.



- Awards and Recognitions
- Anderson was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1963.
- She became the first African American to perform at the Metropolitan Opera in 1955.

Anderson’s contributions to music and civil rights continue to be celebrated today. Schools,
scholarships, and awards have been established in her honor, ensuring that her story and
legacy endure.

When Marian Sang: Themes and Messages

The Power of Music
One of the central themes of "When Marian Sang" is the power of music to transcend
barriers and unite people. Anderson’s voice became a beacon of hope and a source of
inspiration for many.

- Music as a Unifying Force
- Anderson’s performances brought together individuals from diverse backgrounds.
- Her music conveyed messages of struggle, resilience, and hope.

Resilience Against Adversity
Anderson’s journey is a testament to resilience in the face of adversity. Despite numerous
obstacles, she remained dedicated to her craft and committed to breaking down racial
barriers.

- Lessons in Perseverance
- Anderson’s story inspires individuals to pursue their dreams, regardless of societal
constraints.
- Her determination serves as a reminder of the importance of standing firm against
injustice.

The Fight for Equality
"When Marian Sang" encapsulates the broader fight for racial equality in America.
Anderson’s performance at the Lincoln Memorial was not just a musical event; it was a
significant moment in the ongoing struggle for civil rights.

- Connection to the Civil Rights Movement
- Anderson’s legacy is intertwined with the civil rights movement, influencing key figures
and events that followed.
- Her story continues to resonate in the context of contemporary struggles for equality and
justice.



Conclusion
"When Marian Sang" is more than just a recounting of a historical event; it is a celebration
of an extraordinary artist who used her voice to challenge societal norms and advocate for
change. Marian Anderson’s life and career remind us of the power of art to inspire, uplift,
and unite people in the face of adversity. Her legacy continues to inspire new generations
to pursue their dreams and fight for justice, making her story a timeless and essential part
of American history. Through her music, Anderson not only broke barriers but also
transformed the cultural landscape, leaving an indelible mark on the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'When Marian Sang'?
The central theme of 'When Marian Sang' revolves around the life and struggles of African
American opera singer Marian Anderson, highlighting her perseverance, talent, and the
impact of her performances on the civil rights movement.

Who is the author of 'When Marian Sang'?
The book 'When Marian Sang' is written by Pam Muñoz Ryan.

What age group is 'When Marian Sang' intended for?
The book is primarily aimed at children and young readers, typically suitable for ages 6 to
10.

What historical events are depicted in 'When Marian
Sang'?
The book depicts significant historical events, including Marian Anderson's famous concert
at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939, which was a pivotal moment in the fight against racial
discrimination.

How does 'When Marian Sang' address issues of racism?
The book addresses issues of racism by portraying Marian Anderson's experiences with
segregation and discrimination, and her eventual triumphs that challenged societal norms.

What artistic styles are used in the illustrations of
'When Marian Sang'?
The illustrations in 'When Marian Sang' are created by Brian Selznick, featuring a blend of
detailed drawings and watercolor, which enhance the emotional depth of the narrative.



What impact did Marian Anderson have on music and
society?
Marian Anderson had a profound impact on music and society by breaking racial barriers in
classical music, inspiring future generations of artists, and becoming a symbol of the civil
rights movement.

Is 'When Marian Sang' a biography?
Yes, 'When Marian Sang' is a biographical picture book that chronicles the life of Marian
Anderson, focusing on her early years, struggles, and achievements as a groundbreaking
singer.

What is a notable quote from 'When Marian Sang'?
A notable quote from 'When Marian Sang' reflects Marian's belief in the power of music to
transcend barriers and bring people together, though the specific quote may vary in
different editions.

Has 'When Marian Sang' received any awards?
Yes, 'When Marian Sang' has received several awards, including the Pura Belpré Author
Award, recognizing its contribution to children's literature.
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