
when was the rape of nanking
when was the rape of nanking marks a pivotal and tragic moment in history, specifically during
the Second Sino-Japanese War. This event, also known as the Nanking Massacre, involved
widespread atrocities committed by the Japanese Imperial Army after capturing the Chinese city of
Nanking (now Nanjing). Understanding when the Rape of Nanking occurred provides crucial context
to the broader conflict between Japan and China, as well as the international response to wartime
atrocities. This article explores the exact timing of the event, its historical background, the nature of
the atrocities, and its lasting impact. By examining these aspects, readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of the significance of this dark chapter in 20th-century history. The following sections
will guide the discussion in detail.

Historical Background Leading to the Rape of Nanking

Exact Timeline: When Was the Rape of Nanking?

Atrocities Committed During the Nanking Massacre

International Reaction and Aftermath

Legacy and Historical Significance

Historical Background Leading to the Rape of Nanking
The Rape of Nanking occurred against the backdrop of escalating hostilities between Japan and
China during the early 20th century. Japan sought to expand its empire and influence on the Asian
continent, leading to the invasion of Manchuria in 1931 and the full-scale war with China beginning
in 1937. The capture of Nanking was a strategic objective for the Japanese Imperial Army as it was
then the capital of the Republic of China. The military campaign was marked by fierce fighting, and
the subsequent occupation of the city resulted in widespread violence against civilians and prisoners
of war.

Second Sino-Japanese War Context
The Second Sino-Japanese War officially began in July 1937 after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident.
This conflict was characterized by brutal combat and significant civilian suffering. The Japanese
military aimed to cripple Chinese resistance by capturing major cities, with Nanking being a key
political and symbolic target. The war's brutality set the stage for the atrocities committed during
and after the fall of Nanking.

Strategic Importance of Nanking
Nanking served as the capital of the Nationalist government under Chiang Kai-shek. Its capture was



intended to demoralize Chinese forces and disrupt command and control. The city's fall was
expected to be a decisive blow, allowing Japan to consolidate control over eastern China. This
strategic importance intensified the military operations and the subsequent occupation of the city.

Exact Timeline: When Was the Rape of Nanking?
The Rape of Nanking took place over a period of approximately six weeks, beginning with the
Japanese army's entry into the city. The precise dates are critical to understanding the scope and
scale of the atrocities committed.

Invasion and Capture of Nanking
The Japanese forces launched their assault on Nanking in early December 1937. After intense
fighting, the city fell on December 13, 1937. This date marks the official beginning of the Rape of
Nanking, as Japanese troops began systematic acts of violence against the civilian population and
surrendered Chinese soldiers.

Duration of the Massacre
The massacre lasted from December 13, 1937, until late January 1938, roughly six weeks. During
this time, widespread killings, rapes, and looting occurred. The exact end date is sometimes
debated, but most historians agree that the bulk of the atrocities took place within this period before
some semblance of order was restored under Japanese military administration.

December 13, 1937 – Japanese troops enter Nanking

Mid-December 1937 to late January 1938 – period of mass killings and rapes

January 1938 – gradual cessation of mass atrocities as Japanese control solidified

Atrocities Committed During the Nanking Massacre
The Rape of Nanking is notorious for the scale and brutality of the crimes committed. The atrocities
included mass executions, widespread sexual violence, arson, and looting. These acts resulted in the
deaths of tens of thousands of people and left deep scars on the local population.

Mass Executions and Killings
Japanese soldiers executed an estimated 200,000 to 300,000 Chinese civilians and prisoners of war.
Victims were often subjected to summary executions, including shootings, bayonet practice, and
killings by other brutal means. Mass graves and public executions were common during this period.



Widespread Sexual Violence
One of the most horrific aspects of the massacre was the systematic rape of tens of thousands of
women, including young girls and elderly women. The sexual violence was indiscriminate and often
involved extreme brutality. This aspect of the massacre contributed to the event’s name and
symbolizes the deep human suffering inflicted during the occupation.

Looting and Destruction
Japanese troops also engaged in widespread looting of homes, businesses, and cultural sites. Fires
were set throughout the city, destroying large parts of Nanking’s infrastructure and heritage. The
destruction added to the chaos and suffering experienced by the local population.

International Reaction and Aftermath
The international community responded with shock and condemnation once reports of the Rape of
Nanking reached global audiences. Foreign residents in Nanking attempted to establish safety
zones, while governments debated responses to the atrocities.

Role of the International Safety Zone
A group of Westerners, including missionaries and diplomats, created the Nanking Safety Zone to
shelter thousands of Chinese civilians. Although the zone saved many lives, it could not prevent the
widespread atrocities outside its boundaries. Their efforts highlighted the desperate situation and
the limits of foreign intervention at the time.

Global Condemnation and War Crimes Trials
After World War II, the International Military Tribunal for the Far East prosecuted Japanese leaders
for war crimes, including those committed during the Nanking Massacre. The tribunal documented
the events and established accountability, although debates about the extent and recognition of
these crimes continue in historical and political discourse.

Legacy and Historical Significance
The Rape of Nanking remains one of the most devastating war crimes of the 20th century. Its legacy
influences Sino-Japanese relations and serves as a somber reminder of the consequences of
militarism and unchecked aggression.

Historical Memory and Education
Efforts to remember and educate about the Nanking Massacre continue worldwide. Museums,
memorials, and academic research aim to preserve the memory of the victims and promote



awareness. The event underscores the importance of confronting historical atrocities to prevent
their recurrence.

Impact on Sino-Japanese Relations
The massacre has been a source of tension between China and Japan, affecting diplomatic relations
for decades. Disputes over historical narratives and acknowledgment of responsibility remain
sensitive issues, demonstrating how the legacy of the Rape of Nanking extends beyond history into
contemporary international affairs.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Rape of Nanking occur?
The Rape of Nanking occurred in December 1937 and lasted for approximately six weeks into early
1938.

What was the Rape of Nanking?
The Rape of Nanking was a brutal massacre and series of war crimes committed by the Japanese
Imperial Army in the Chinese city of Nanking (Nanjing) during the Second Sino-Japanese War.

Why is the event called the Rape of Nanking?
It is called the Rape of Nanking because of the widespread and systematic sexual violence, including
mass rapes, committed against the civilian population during the Japanese occupation of the city.

How many people were killed during the Rape of Nanking?
Estimates vary, but historians generally agree that between 200,000 to 300,000 people were killed
during the massacre.

Which army was responsible for the Rape of Nanking?
The Japanese Imperial Army was responsible for the atrocities committed during the Rape of
Nanking.

What triggered the Rape of Nanking in 1937?
The Rape of Nanking was triggered by the Japanese army's capture of the Chinese city of Nanking
following intense fighting during the Second Sino-Japanese War.

How has the Rape of Nanking been remembered or



commemorated?
The Rape of Nanking is remembered through museums, memorials, and annual commemorations in
China and around the world to honor the victims and educate about the atrocities.

Has the Rape of Nanking been subject to historical
controversy?
Yes, the Rape of Nanking has been subject to historical controversy, particularly regarding the scale
of atrocities and denial or minimization by some Japanese nationalists.

Additional Resources
1. The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II
This book by Iris Chang provides a detailed and harrowing account of the atrocities committed by
the Japanese army during their invasion of Nanking in 1937. It brings to light the widespread
massacre and sexual violence that took place, highlighting personal stories and survivor testimonies.
The book played a significant role in raising global awareness about this tragic event.

2. The Good Man of Nanking: The Diaries of John Rabe
This collection of diaries from John Rabe, a German businessman who helped establish the Nanking
Safety Zone, offers a firsthand perspective of the events during the massacre. Rabe’s writings reveal
the horrors experienced by civilians and the efforts made to protect them from Japanese troops. It is
an important historical document for understanding the human dimension of the tragedy.

3. Eyewitness to Massacre: American Missionaries Bear Witness to Japanese Atrocities in Nanjing
This book compiles testimonies and reports from American missionaries who were in Nanking during
the 1937 invasion. Their observations provide crucial evidence of the scale and brutality of the
massacre, as well as the humanitarian efforts undertaken amidst the chaos. It serves as a vital
source for researchers and readers interested in eyewitness accounts.

4. Shanghai and Nanking 1937: Massacre on the Yangtze
This historical analysis examines the military and political context surrounding the Japanese invasion
of China, focusing on the events in Shanghai and Nanking. It explores the causes and consequences
of the massacre and the international response to it. The book combines military history with human
stories to provide a comprehensive understanding of the period.

5. Forgotten Ally: China's World War II, 1937-1945
This book discusses China’s role in World War II, including the devastating impact of the Japanese
invasion and the Nanking Massacre. It situates the event within the broader context of the Sino-
Japanese War and global conflict. Readers gain insight into China’s struggles and resilience during
this tumultuous period.

6. City of Corpses: The Rape of Nanking
A graphic novel adaptation that illustrates the horrors of the Nanking Massacre through vivid
artwork and narrative. It aims to reach a wider audience by portraying the human suffering and
chaos in a visually compelling way. The book serves as an educational tool to inform readers about
this dark chapter in history.



7. Scars of Nanking: The Aftermath of the Massacre
This work explores the long-term effects of the Nanking Massacre on survivors, their families, and
Chinese society. It delves into issues of memory, trauma, and reconciliation, highlighting how the
event continues to influence Sino-Japanese relations. The book combines historical research with
sociological analysis.

8. Resistance and Survival: Stories from the Nanking Massacre
Focusing on individual and collective resistance during the massacre, this book shares stories of
courage amidst the violence. It features accounts of Chinese civilians, soldiers, and foreigners who
risked their lives to save others. The narratives provide a nuanced view of human endurance in the
face of atrocity.

9. The Nanking Massacre: A Japanese Journalist Confronts Japan's National Shame
Written by Honda Katsuichi, this book investigates the massacre through Japanese sources and
interviews with veterans and survivors. It challenges denial and revisionist narratives by confronting
the brutal realities of the event. The author’s work is significant in promoting historical truth and
reconciliation.
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