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Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing satb piano is a captivating choral piece composed by the
renowned musician and composer, William H. Draper. It is often performed by school choirs, church
choirs, and various vocal ensembles. Draper’s work is celebrated for its lyrical beauty and the way it
evokes imagery and emotion, making it a favorite among singers and audiences alike. In this article,
we will explore the origins of this piece, its musical structure, performance considerations, and its
significance in the choral repertoire.

Origins of the Composition

William H. Draper was an English hymnist and musicologist whose contributions to choral music
remain significant. The piece “Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing” is a product of the late 19th
century—a time when choral music was flourishing in both church and educational settings.

Historical Context

1. The Rise of Choral Music: During the 19th century, choral music experienced a renaissance,
particularly in England. The establishment of choirs in churches and schools became common,
leading to a demand for accessible and engaging choral works.
2. Influences on Draper: Draper was influenced by earlier composers such as Mendelssohn and
Bach, incorporating elements of their styles into his own compositions. His works are characterized
by their melodic lines and rich harmonies, which resonate with the themes of spirituality and nature.
3. Text and Theme: The text of “Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing” is inspired by the natural
world and the divine, often interpreted as a metaphor for spiritual awakening and enlightenment.
The fragrance symbolizes beauty, grace, and the presence of something greater than oneself.

Musical Structure

The composition is typically arranged for SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) choir and piano
accompaniment. Its structure includes various musical elements that enhance its lyrical quality.

Form and Structure

1. Introduction: The piece often begins with a soft piano introduction that sets the mood, inviting the
listener into a reflective space.
2. Verse and Refrain:
- The verses are characterized by flowing melodic lines that weave through the harmonies, while the
refrain tends to be more emphatic, allowing the choir to showcase their vocal strength.



- The interplay between the SATB voices creates a rich tapestry of sound, with each voice part
contributing to the overall harmony.
3. Dynamic Contrast: Draper employs dynamic contrasts throughout the piece, enhancing emotional
expression. Moments of crescendo lead to powerful climaxes, followed by softer passages that invite
introspection.

Melody and Harmony

1. Melodic Lines: The soprano line typically carries the main melody, while the altos, tenors, and
basses provide harmonic support. The melodic contour is smooth and lyrical, allowing for expressive
singing.
2. Harmonic Progressions: Draper uses traditional harmonic progressions that are both accessible
and engaging for singers. The harmonies are often enriched with seventh and ninth chords, adding
depth to the overall sound.

Performance Considerations

Performing “Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing” requires attention to various aspects to
ensure a successful rendition. Choir directors and performers should consider the following factors:

Vocal Technique

1. Breath Control: Singers should focus on proper breath control to sustain long phrases and execute
dynamic changes effectively.
2. Diction: Clear diction is essential for conveying the text's meaning. Choir members should
practice enunciation to ensure that every word is understood by the audience.
3. Blend and Balance: Achieving a good blend between the voice parts is crucial. Choirs should
practice tuning and balancing their voices to create a harmonious sound.

Interpretation

1. Emotional Expression: Performers should connect with the text and its themes. This emotional
connection can be communicated through facial expressions and vocal nuances.
2. Phrasing: Careful attention to phrasing will enhance the lyrical quality of the piece. Singers
should work on shaping phrases to convey the intended sentiment effectively.

Significance in the Choral Repertoire

“Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing” holds a significant place in the choral repertoire for
several reasons.



Accessibility

1. Educational Value: The piece is often used in educational settings due to its accessible vocal
ranges and straightforward piano accompaniment. It serves as an excellent introduction to choral
singing for young choirs.
2. Worship Settings: Many churches incorporate this piece into their worship services, as its themes
resonate with spiritual reflection and reverence.

Legacy

1. Enduring Popularity: Draper’s composition has stood the test of time, remaining a staple in choral
music programs. Its enduring popularity speaks to its emotional depth and melodic charm.
2. Inspiration for Future Composers: The work has inspired many contemporary composers to create
similar pieces that blend lyrical melodies with rich harmonies.

Conclusion

In conclusion, “Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing satb piano” is more than just a choral piece;
it is a celebration of nature, spirituality, and the beauty of music. William H. Draper’s composition
has touched the hearts of countless singers and audiences, allowing them to experience the
profound emotions that arise from a well-crafted musical work. As choirs continue to perform this
piece in various settings, its legacy will undoubtedly endure, inspiring future generations to explore
the rich world of choral music. Whether in a concert hall or a sacred space, Draper’s work serves as
a reminder of the power of music to uplift and inspire, inviting all who hear it to reflect on the
goodly fragrances that life has to offer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing' about?
It is a sacred choral piece that expresses themes of beauty, spirituality, and the divine, often
performed in religious settings.

Who composed 'Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing'?
The piece is often attributed to various composers, but it is most commonly associated with the
works of early choral composers, including those from the Renaissance period.

What is the typical instrumentation for 'Whence is that goodly
fragrance flowing'?
While it is primarily a SATB choral piece, arrangements exist for piano accompaniment, making it
accessible for various performance settings.



Is there a particular performance context for this piece?
Yes, it is often performed during church services, choral festivals, and special religious occasions,
enhancing the spiritual atmosphere.

What are the musical characteristics of 'Whence is that goodly
fragrance flowing'?
The piece features rich harmonies, flowing melodic lines, and often includes expressive dynamics
that contribute to its overall emotive quality.

Can 'Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing' be arranged for
solo instruments?
Yes, musicians often create arrangements for solo instruments or smaller ensembles, adapting the
vocal lines for various instruments.

What is the historical significance of 'Whence is that goodly
fragrance flowing'?
The piece reflects the traditions of choral music in religious contexts and showcases the evolution of
sacred music over the centuries.

Are there modern adaptations of 'Whence is that goodly
fragrance flowing'?
Yes, contemporary composers and arrangers have created modern versions that incorporate
different musical styles while maintaining the original's essence.
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