
where the wild things are activities
Where the Wild Things Are activities provide an engaging way to explore the themes
of Maurice Sendak's beloved children's book. This timeless story invites readers into the
imaginative world of Max, a young boy who sails away to an island inhabited by fantastical
creatures. The book’s rich narrative and captivating illustrations inspire a variety of
activities that can be adapted for different age groups, educational settings, and personal
enjoyment. Whether you are a parent, teacher, or caregiver, the following activities will
help bring the enchanting world of "Where the Wild Things Are" to life.

Literary Exploration

Reading Sessions
One of the best ways to start any activity is by reading the book itself. Organize a reading
session that includes:

- Dramatic Read-Aloud: Use different voices for Max and the Wild Things to engage
children.
- Group Reading: Encourage children to take turns reading aloud, fostering confidence in
their reading skills.

Discussion Questions
After reading, facilitate a discussion with questions that prompt critical thinking and
personal connections, such as:

1. What do you think Max felt when he went to the island?
2. How do you think the Wild Things felt about Max?
3. What does it mean to be "wild"?

Arts and Crafts

Create Your Own Wild Thing
Let the children unleash their creativity by designing their own Wild Things. Materials
needed include:

- Colored paper
- Scissors
- Glue
- Markers and crayons



- Googly eyes and craft supplies

Steps to follow:

1. Sketch: Have children sketch their Wild Thing on paper.
2. Cut and Assemble: Allow them to cut out shapes and assemble their creature.
3. Presentation: Each child can present their Wild Thing to the group and explain its
unique characteristics.

Wild Thing Masks
Making masks is a fantastic way to combine drama and art. Follow these steps:

1. Materials: Gather paper plates, markers, feathers, and other craft supplies.
2. Design: Children decorate their plates to create a Wild Thing face.
3. Straps: Attach elastic or string for easy wearing.
4. Role-Playing: Once masks are complete, encourage children to act out scenes from the
book.

Interactive Activities

Wild Rumpus Dance Party
Organizing a dance party inspired by the "wild rumpus" scene can be a fun way to get
children moving. Here’s how:

1. Music Selection: Choose songs that are upbeat and encourage dancing.
2. Dance Challenges: Introduce dance challenges where children mimic the movements of
the Wild Things.
3. Free Dance: Allow time for free dancing, encouraging children to express themselves.

Outdoor Adventure
If possible, take the activities outside for an adventurous twist. Here’s a plan:

1. Nature Walk: Go on a nature walk and encourage children to spot "wild" creatures or
interesting natural elements.
2. Scavenger Hunt: Create a scavenger hunt with items related to the book (e.g., leaves,
sticks, stones).
3. Wild Thing Hide-and-Seek: Play a game of hide-and-seek where one child is the Wild
Thing seeking the others.



Educational Activities

Writing Activities
Encourage children to explore their creative writing skills with these prompts:

1. Alternate Ending: Ask children to write an alternate ending to the story.
2. Diary Entry: Have them write a diary entry from Max’s perspective about his adventure.
3. Poetry: Create a poem inspired by Wild Things and their adventures.

Art Integration
Combine art with literacy by having the children illustrate their own story based on what
they learned from "Where the Wild Things Are":

- Storyboards: Create a storyboard that summarizes the book’s plot.
- Comic Strips: Draw comic strips illustrating key scenes or their own adventures with
Wild Things.

Cooking Activities

Wild Things Snacks
Cooking can be a fun and educational experience. Plan a cooking session where children
can create their own "Wild Things" snacks:

- Wild Thing Sandwiches: Use cookie cutters to create animal shapes from bread, cheese,
and deli meats.
- Fruit Creatures: Make animals using various fruits, such as banana slices for ears and
grapes for eyes.
- Decorative Cupcakes: Bake cupcakes and let children decorate them to resemble Wild
Things.

Drama and Performance

Story Reenactment
Encourage children to act out scenes from the book:

1. Casting: Assign roles to each child (Max, the Wild Things, etc.).
2. Props and Costumes: Use simple props or costumes to enhance the performance.
3. Performance Day: Organize a small performance for parents or the class.



Creative Storytelling
Incorporate storytelling techniques by allowing children to create their own wild
adventure:

1. Group Story Creation: As a group, build a story where each child adds a sentence.
2. Visual Aids: Use drawings or puppets to illustrate parts of the story.

Conclusion
Where the Wild Things Are activities can transform a simple reading experience into an
enriching educational journey that fosters creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking.
By engaging in arts and crafts, interactive play, educational writing, cooking, and drama,
children can deepen their understanding of the story's themes and characters. These
activities not only celebrate the imagination inspired by Sendak's classic work but also
forge meaningful connections among children and their caregivers, making reading an
even more enjoyable experience. So gather your materials, invite some friends, and let the
wild rumpus start!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative crafts inspired by 'Where the
Wild Things Are'?
You can create your own Wild Thing masks using paper plates, markers, and feathers.
Another idea is to make a Wild Rumpus crown using construction paper and stickers.

How can I organize a 'Where the Wild Things Are'
themed storytime for kids?
Begin by reading the book aloud, then engage the children with questions about their
favorite Wild Thing. Follow up with a related activity, such as drawing their own Wild
Thing or acting out scenes from the book.

What are some fun outdoor activities related to 'Where
the Wild Things Are'?
Host a Wild Rumpus party in a park where kids can run around and play games like 'Wild
Thing Tag' or a scavenger hunt to find items inspired by the story.

How can I incorporate 'Where the Wild Things Are' into
a classroom lesson?
Use the book to discuss themes like imagination and emotions. Follow up with creative
writing exercises where students create their own stories about imaginary creatures.



Are there any interactive games based on 'Where the
Wild Things Are'?
Yes! You can create a 'Wild Things' obstacle course where kids navigate through 'wild'
challenges, or play a memory game using images of the characters.

What are some ideas for a 'Where the Wild Things Are'
birthday party?
Decorate with Wild Thing cutouts, have a storytelling session, and organize a Wild
Rumpus dance party. Create a Wild Thing cake and offer themed party favors.

Can I find educational resources based on 'Where the
Wild Things Are'?
Yes! There are lesson plans and activities available online that focus on literacy, creativity,
and emotional learning tied to the themes of the book.

What kind of music fits a 'Where the Wild Things Are'
themed activity?
Choose upbeat, whimsical music to play during activities, or create a playlist that includes
songs about adventure and imagination to enhance the Wild Rumpus atmosphere.

How can I use 'Where the Wild Things Are' to teach
emotional intelligence?
Discuss Max's feelings throughout the story and how he expresses them. Encourage
children to share their own feelings and create a 'feelings chart' to help them identify and
articulate their emotions.
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