
where to study for the bar exam
Where to study for the bar exam is a crucial question for law graduates preparing for one of the
most challenging tests in their careers. The bar exam is not simply a test of knowledge but also a
test of endurance, strategy, and understanding of the law. With various options available, from
traditional in-person classes to online courses, choosing the right place to study can significantly
impact your preparation and performance. In this article, we will explore different study
environments, resources, and strategies to help you decide where to study for the bar exam
effectively.

Understanding the Bar Exam

Before diving into study locations, it’s essential to understand what the bar exam entails. The bar
exam varies by state, but it generally includes:

- Multistate Bar Examination (MBE): A standardized test consisting of 200 multiple-choice questions
covering various legal subjects.
- State-Specific Essays: Many states require candidates to write essay responses to demonstrate
their understanding of state law.
- Performance Tests: These assess practical skills by presenting a hypothetical situation and
requiring candidates to draft a legal document.

Given the breadth of material covered, the environment in which you study can play a significant
role in your success.

Study Locations: Options for Preparation

When determining where to study for the bar exam, consider the following options:

1. Law School Resources

Most law schools offer robust bar preparation resources, including:

- Bar Review Courses: Many schools partner with bar review companies to provide discounted or
free courses. Check if your school offers this benefit.
- Library Access: Utilize your law school library’s resources, including study aids, past exam
questions, and other reference materials.
- Faculty Support: Professors can be invaluable resources for clarifying difficult concepts and
providing guidance on exam strategies.



2. Bar Review Courses

Enrolling in a bar review course is a popular choice among law graduates. These courses provide
structured study schedules and comprehensive materials. Some of the most reputable bar review
courses include:

- BARBRI: One of the largest and most recognized bar review courses, offering extensive resources,
lectures, and practice questions.
- Kaplan: Known for its adaptive learning technology, Kaplan provides personalized study plans and
robust practice materials.
- Themis: Focused on online learning, Themis offers flexible schedules and a comprehensive
approach with video lectures and practice exams.

When choosing a bar review course, consider the following factors:

- Format: Do you prefer in-person classes, live online sessions, or on-demand video lectures?
- Content: Review the curriculum to ensure it covers all subjects required for your state’s bar exam.
- Cost: Prices can vary significantly, so determine your budget and explore payment options.

3. Study Groups

Studying in a group can enhance your learning experience. Here are some benefits of forming or
joining a study group:

- Diverse Perspectives: Group members can explain concepts in different ways, helping you
understand difficult topics.
- Accountability: A group can keep you motivated and on schedule with your study plan.
- Resource Sharing: Members can share notes, outlines, and study materials.

To maximize the effectiveness of a study group, consider these tips:

- Set a regular meeting schedule.
- Establish clear goals for each session.
- Rotate leadership to ensure everyone participates and stays engaged.

4. Home Study

Studying at home can be a convenient option, especially if you have a dedicated space. Here are
some advantages and disadvantages of home study:

Advantages:
- Flexibility in creating your schedule.
- Comfort of being in your environment.
- Ability to personalize your study area.

Disadvantages:



- Potential for distractions from family, pets, or household responsibilities.
- Lack of structured environment that a classroom setting provides.
- Limited interaction with peers and instructors.

To make home study effective, create a designated study area, minimize distractions, and stick to a
consistent study schedule.

5. Public Libraries and Community Centers

Another option for studying is utilizing public libraries or community centers, which can provide a
quiet and focused environment. Benefits include:

- Quiet Study Areas: Libraries often have designated study spaces that minimize distractions.
- Access to Resources: Many libraries offer legal research databases and books that can aid in your
study.
- Study Rooms: Some libraries have meeting rooms you can reserve for group study sessions.

To find a suitable public library, check your local library’s website for available resources and study
room policies.

Online Study Resources

In addition to traditional study locations, there is a wealth of online resources available for bar exam
preparation. Consider the following:

1. Online Courses and Webinars

Many bar review courses offer online formats, allowing you to study at your own pace. Look for:

- Recorded Lectures: Access to lectures that you can watch anytime.
- Practice Questions: Online platforms often provide extensive question banks for self-testing.
- Discussion Forums: Engage with instructors and fellow students to ask questions and share
insights.

2. Study Apps and Tools

Various apps can assist you in your bar exam preparation. Some popular options include:

- BARBRI App: Offers access to study materials, practice questions, and progress tracking.
- Quizlet: Create digital flashcards to help memorize key concepts and terms.
- Evernote: Use this app to organize your notes and study materials effectively.



3. Social Media and Online Communities

Joining online communities can provide additional support and motivation. Look for:

- Facebook Groups: Many groups offer advice, resources, and emotional support for bar exam takers.
- Reddit: Subreddits like r/LawSchool and r/BarExam provide a platform for sharing experiences and
strategies.
- Discord Servers: Some law students create servers for real-time discussions and study sessions.

Creating a Study Plan

Once you’ve decided where to study for the bar exam, creating a study plan is essential. Here’s how
to develop an effective study schedule:

1. Determine Your Study Timeline: Most students study for 8-10 weeks leading up to the exam.
Break this into manageable chunks.
2. Outline Subjects to Cover: List all subjects tested on your bar exam and allocate time based on
difficulty and familiarity.
3. Incorporate Variety: Mix different study methods, such as reading, practice questions, and group
discussions, to maintain engagement.
4. Set Daily Goals: Establish specific goals for each study session to track your progress and stay
focused.
5. Include Breaks: Schedule regular breaks to prevent burnout and maintain productivity.

Conclusion

Deciding where to study for the bar exam is a personal choice that depends on your learning style,
preferences, and available resources. Whether you opt for law school resources, bar review courses,
study groups, or independent study at home, each environment offers unique benefits and
challenges. By utilizing a combination of study locations and resources, creating a structured study
plan, and staying motivated, you can enhance your preparation and increase your chances of success
on the bar exam. Remember, the journey to passing the bar is challenging, but with the right
approach and determination, you can achieve your goal of becoming a licensed attorney.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best law schools in the U.S. for bar exam
preparation?
Some of the top law schools known for strong bar exam preparation include Yale Law School,
Harvard Law School, Stanford Law School, and the University of Chicago Law School.



How can I find bar prep courses near me?
You can find bar prep courses by searching online for local bar review companies, checking with
your law school for recommendations, or visiting the National Conference of Bar Examiners website.

Are there online options for bar exam study?
Yes, many companies offer online bar exam prep courses, including Kaplan, Barbri, and Themis,
allowing you to study from anywhere.

What resources should I use to study for the bar exam?
Key resources include bar review courses, past exam questions, study guides, practice tests, and
flashcards to reinforce key concepts.

How long should I study for the bar exam?
Most candidates study for approximately 8-10 weeks, dedicating around 400-600 hours total,
depending on their familiarity with the material.

What is the most effective study schedule for bar exam
preparation?
An effective study schedule typically involves setting aside 6-8 hours a day for studying, with a mix
of lectures, practice questions, and review sessions.

What are the key subjects to focus on for the bar exam?
Key subjects include Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence,
Property, and Torts.

Is it better to study alone or in a group for the bar exam?
It depends on personal preference; some students benefit from group study sessions for motivation
and discussion, while others prefer focused solo study.

How can I manage stress while studying for the bar exam?
Managing stress can include regular breaks, exercise, mindfulness techniques, maintaining a
healthy diet, and ensuring adequate sleep.

What should I do if I fail the bar exam?
If you fail the bar exam, review your performance, identify areas for improvement, seek mentorship,
and consider retaking prep courses before the next exam.
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