
where to take cna exam in illinois
Where to take CNA exam in Illinois is a crucial question for aspiring Certified Nursing
Assistants looking to start their careers in the healthcare field. The CNA exam is a
certification process that assesses the skills and knowledge necessary to provide quality
care to patients in various healthcare settings. In Illinois, there are specific locations and
requirements that individuals must be aware of to successfully complete their
certification. This article will guide you through everything you need to know about taking
the CNA exam in Illinois, including locations, preparation, registration, and additional tips
to ensure success.

Understanding the CNA Exam in Illinois

Before diving into the specifics of where to take the CNA exam, it's essential to
understand what the exam entails and its significance.

What is the CNA Exam?

The CNA exam is designed to evaluate the competency of individuals seeking to work as
nursing assistants. The exam typically consists of two components:

1. Written Test: This portion assesses your knowledge of nursing assistant principles,
including patient care, safety, and infection control.
2. Skills Test: Here, candidates demonstrate their hands-on skills in a controlled
environment, performing tasks such as taking vital signs, assisting with personal hygiene,
and responding to patient needs.

Why is Certification Important?

Becoming a certified nursing assistant is essential for several reasons:

- Employment Opportunities: Many healthcare facilities require certification for
employment.
- Professional Recognition: Certification validates your skills and knowledge, making you a
more appealing candidate to employers.
- Patient Safety: A certified nurse assistant is trained to provide quality care, which is
crucial for patient safety and well-being.

Where to Take the CNA Exam in Illinois

Finding the right location to take the CNA exam is key to your certification process. In



Illinois, several testing sites are available across the state.

Approved Testing Sites

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) oversees the CNA exam and provides a
list of approved testing sites. Some of the common locations include:

- Community Colleges: Many community colleges in Illinois offer CNA programs and
conduct exams. Examples include:
- College of DuPage
- Harper College
- Moraine Valley Community College
- Nursing Facilities: Some long-term care facilities and nursing homes serve as testing
sites. Check with local facilities for opportunities.
- Private Training Organizations: Various private organizations also provide CNA training
and testing. Ensure they are approved by the IDPH.

To find a comprehensive list of approved testing sites, visit the IDPH website or contact
local nursing programs.

Registration Process

Once you have identified where to take the CNA exam in Illinois, the next step is
registration. Here’s how to go about it:

1. Complete a State-Approved Training Program: Before taking the exam, you must
complete a state-approved CNA training program, which typically includes both classroom
instruction and clinical practice.
2. Obtain Your Training Completion Certificate: After completing the training, you will
receive a certificate from your training program, which is needed for exam registration.
3. Register for the Exam: You can register for the CNA exam through the testing site
where you plan to take it. Registration forms may be available online or at the testing
location.
4. Pay the Exam Fee: Be prepared to pay a fee, which can vary by testing site. Generally, it
ranges from $50 to $150.
5. Schedule Your Exam Date: After registration, you will be able to select your exam date
and time based on availability.

Preparing for the CNA Exam

Preparation is key to passing the CNA exam. Here are some effective strategies to help
you get ready:



Study Resources

- Textbooks and Study Guides: Utilize textbooks covering the CNA curriculum and
specialized study guides.
- Online Resources: Websites like Quizlet offer flashcards and practice tests that can be
beneficial.
- Practice Exams: Take advantage of practice exams to familiarize yourself with the test
format and types of questions.

Skills Practice

- Hands-On Practice: Find a study group or a partner to practice the skills you will be
tested on, such as:
- Performing range-of-motion exercises
- Taking and recording vital signs
- Assisting with bathing and grooming
- Mock Tests: Some training programs offer mock tests that simulate the actual exam
environment.

Day of the Exam

The day you take the CNA exam is critical. Here are some tips to ensure everything goes
smoothly:

What to Bring

- Identification: Bring a valid photo ID, such as a driver's license or student ID.
- Training Completion Certificate: Ensure you have your certificate from your training
program.
- Required Materials: Some testing sites may require specific supplies, such as gloves or a
blood pressure cuff, so confirm beforehand.

Exam Day Tips

- Arrive Early: Arrive at the testing site at least 30 minutes early to complete any
necessary paperwork and calm your nerves.
- Stay Calm and Focused: Remember to breathe and take your time during the exam. Read
each question carefully and think through each skill demonstration.
- Follow Instructions: Listen closely to the proctor’s instructions during the test, and don’t
hesitate to ask questions if you’re unsure.



Post-Exam Process

After completing the CNA exam, you will receive information regarding your results.
Here’s what to expect:

Result Notification

- Immediate Feedback: Many testing sites provide immediate feedback, especially for the
skills portion of the exam.
- Official Results: Official results will be mailed to you within a few weeks. If you pass, you
will receive instructions on how to apply for your CNA certification.

If You Don’t Pass

- Re-Examination: If you do not pass the exam, don’t be discouraged. You can retake the
exam after a waiting period, usually around 30 days.
- Review and Prepare: Use the feedback from your exam to identify areas for improvement
and focus your studies accordingly.

Conclusion

In summary, knowing where to take the CNA exam in Illinois is essential for aspiring
nursing assistants. By understanding the testing process, preparing adequately, and
following the steps outlined in this article, you will be well on your way to obtaining your
CNA certification. Remember, preparation, practice, and a positive mindset are key
components to your success. Good luck as you embark on this rewarding career in
healthcare!

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a list of approved CNA testing sites in
Illinois?
You can find a list of approved CNA testing sites in Illinois on the Illinois Department of
Public Health's website, or by contacting your local nursing board for updated
information.

What are the requirements to take the CNA exam in



Illinois?
To take the CNA exam in Illinois, you must complete an approved nursing assistant
training program and be at least 16 years old. Additionally, you need to provide valid
identification and may need to pass a background check.

How do I register for the CNA exam in Illinois?
To register for the CNA exam in Illinois, you can visit the website of the testing service,
such as Pearson VUE, where you can create an account, pay the fee, and schedule your
exam.

Is there a fee for taking the CNA exam in Illinois?
Yes, there is a fee for taking the CNA exam in Illinois. The fee typically ranges from $100
to $150, depending on the testing service and the specific exam components.

Can I take the CNA exam in Illinois if I have a felony
record?
In Illinois, individuals with felony records may be eligible to take the CNA exam, but they
must undergo a review process. It's advisable to contact the Illinois Department of Public
Health for guidance on your specific situation.

What should I bring on the day of the CNA exam in
Illinois?
On the day of the CNA exam in Illinois, you should bring a valid photo ID, your
confirmation letter, and any required materials specified by the testing center, such as
scrubs or other uniforms.
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