
where to take the cpc exam
Where to take the CPC exam is a common question among those aspiring to earn their Certified
Professional Coder (CPC) designation. The CPC exam, administered by the American Academy of
Professional Coders (AAPC), is crucial for individuals seeking to validate their knowledge and skills in
medical coding. This article will provide an overview of the various locations and formats where the
CPC exam can be taken, along with essential information to help candidates prepare effectively.

Understanding the CPC Exam

Before diving into the locations where you can take the CPC exam, it’s important to understand what
the exam entails. The CPC exam is designed to assess your coding proficiency, including the correct
application of coding guidelines and regulations. It focuses on a variety of coding systems, including:

- Current Procedural Terminology (CPT)
- International Classification of Diseases (ICD)
- Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS)

The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, and candidates are given five hours and 40
minutes to complete it. A passing score is typically 70%, which translates to correctly answering at
least 105 questions.

Where to Take the CPC Exam

Candidates have multiple options for taking the CPC exam, including:

1. In-Person Testing Centers

The AAPC has a network of authorized testing centers located across the United States. Here’s how to
find a testing center near you:

- Visit the AAPC website: Go to the official AAPC website and navigate to the CPC exam section.
- Use the testing center locator: The AAPC provides a tool where you can enter your zip code to find
the nearest testing location.
- Check availability: Testing centers may have specific dates and times available for the exam, so it’s
advisable to book your slot well in advance.

Benefits of taking the CPC exam in-person include:

- Access to on-site proctors who can assist you during the exam
- A structured environment conducive to focused testing
- The opportunity to network with other coding professionals



2. Online Testing Options

In response to the increasing demand for flexible testing options, AAPC also offers the CPC exam in an
online format. This option is particularly beneficial for those who may not have a testing center
nearby or prefer to take the exam from the comfort of their home. Here are the steps to register for
the online exam:

- Schedule the exam: Similar to in-person testing, candidates can select a date and time for their
online exam on the AAPC website.
- Ensure technical requirements: Candidates need to meet specific technical requirements, including a
reliable internet connection and a compatible device. It’s essential to conduct a system check
beforehand to avoid any last-minute issues.
- Follow the guidelines: AAPC provides detailed instructions on how to set up for the online exam,
including webcam and microphone requirements for monitoring purposes.

The advantages of online testing include:

- Greater flexibility in choosing your exam date and time
- Elimination of travel costs and time
- A comfortable environment where you can perform at your best

3. Remote Proctoring Services

In addition to the standard online testing option, AAPC has introduced a remote proctoring service.
This service allows candidates to take the CPC exam with a proctor monitoring them through a video
feed. This option is ideal for individuals who want the benefits of online testing but still require
oversight during the exam.

To use remote proctoring, candidates must:

- Register for the exam: Choose the remote proctoring option during the registration process.
- Prepare your testing environment: Ensure your testing area is quiet, well-lit, and free from
distractions. The proctor may check your surroundings via your webcam before you start the exam.
- Have a reliable internet connection: Since the exam will be monitored online, a stable internet
connection is crucial to avoid interruptions.

Benefits of remote proctoring include:

- The ability to take the exam from virtually anywhere
- Enhanced security and integrity of the testing process
- The convenience of scheduling the exam at your own pace

Preparing for the CPC Exam

Regardless of where you choose to take the CPC exam, preparation is key to success. Here are some
essential tips to help you get ready:



1. Study Resources

Utilize a variety of study materials to prepare for the CPC exam. Consider the following resources:

- AAPC's Official Study Guides: These guides are tailored specifically for the CPC exam and cover all
necessary topics.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help you familiarize yourself with the exam format and
question types.
- Online Courses: Many organizations and instructors offer CPC exam preparation courses, both in-
person and online.

2. Create a Study Plan

A well-structured study plan can enhance your preparation efforts. Here’s how to create an effective
study plan:

- Set a timeline: Determine how many weeks you have until the exam and allocate time for each
subject area.
- Break down topics: Divide the content into manageable sections and focus on one area at a time.
- Schedule regular reviews: Include time for reviewing previously studied material to reinforce your
knowledge.

3. Join Study Groups

Joining a study group can provide motivation and support. Look for local or online groups where you
can share resources, discuss challenging topics, and quiz each other.

Conclusion

In summary, knowing where to take the CPC exam is essential for aspiring medical coders. With
options available for in-person testing, online exams, and remote proctoring, candidates can choose
the format that best fits their needs. Regardless of the location, thorough preparation using the right
resources and study techniques will greatly enhance the likelihood of passing the exam. The CPC
designation can open doors to numerous career opportunities in the healthcare industry, making the
effort to pass the exam well worth it.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a location to take the CPC exam?
You can find a location to take the CPC exam by visiting the AAPC website and using their exam
center locator tool, which allows you to search for nearby testing sites.



Are there online options available for taking the CPC exam?
As of now, the CPC exam is primarily offered in-person at designated testing centers, but you should
check the AAPC website for any updates on remote testing options.

What are the requirements to take the CPC exam at a testing
center?
To take the CPC exam at a testing center, you typically need to register in advance, pay the exam
fee, and bring a valid photo ID on the exam day.

How do I know if a testing center is certified to administer the
CPC exam?
You can verify if a testing center is certified to administer the CPC exam by checking the AAPC's
official website or contacting their customer service for a list of authorized exam centers.

Can I change my CPC exam location after registering?
Yes, you can change your CPC exam location after registering, but you may need to pay a fee and
should do so through your AAPC account before the registration deadline.

What should I expect on the day of the CPC exam at the
testing center?
On the day of the CPC exam, expect to arrive early, bring your ID, follow check-in procedures, and
adhere to all testing center rules, including not bringing unauthorized materials.
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