
where was cote de pablo born

Where was Cote de Pablo born? Cote de Pablo, the talented actress and singer best known for her role as
Ziva David on the hit television series "NCIS," has a rich cultural background that informs both her artistry
and her public persona. Born on November 12, 1979, in Santiago, Chile, de Pablo's early life in this vibrant
South American nation has played a significant role in shaping her identity, her career, and her enduring
connection to her roots. This article delves into her birthplace, the cultural context of Santiago, and how her
early experiences influenced her journey to fame.

The Birthplace: Santiago, Chile

Santiago, the capital of Chile, is a bustling metropolis that is not only the political and cultural heart of the
country but also a city steeped in history. Founded in 1541 by Spanish conquistador Pedro de Valdivia,
Santiago has evolved over centuries into a modern urban center while retaining elements of its colonial
past.

Geographical Overview

- Location: Santiago is located in the central valley of Chile, surrounded by the Andes Mountains to the east,
which provide a stunning backdrop to the city.
- Climate: The city enjoys a Mediterranean climate characterized by hot, dry summers and mild, wet
winters, making it an appealing destination for visitors year-round.
- Population: With over 7 million residents, Santiago is one of the largest cities in South America,
showcasing a diverse population composed of various ethnic groups, including indigenous peoples,
European descendants, and more recent immigrants.

Cultural Significance

Santiago serves as a cultural hub for Chile, rich in traditions, art, and history. The city is home to numerous
museums, theaters, and galleries that reflect its vibrant cultural scene. Some notable cultural aspects include:

1. Music and Dance: Santiago has a lively music scene, featuring genres ranging from traditional Chilean
folk music to contemporary pop and rock. The cueca, a traditional Chilean dance, is often performed at
festivals and celebrations.

2. Cuisine: Santiago's culinary offerings are diverse and reflect the country's agricultural bounty. Traditional
dishes include empanadas, pastel de choclo, and various seafood preparations.



3. Festivals: The city hosts several annual festivals celebrating everything from local traditions to
international arts, including the Santiago a Mil festival, which showcases theater and dance performances
from around the world.

Cote de Pablo's Early Life

Born into a family of Chilean Jewish descent, Cote de Pablo (whose full name is María José de Pablo
Fernández) experienced a unique upbringing that blended cultural influences. Her father, Francisco de
Pablo, was a prominent businessman and her mother, Eleonora Fernández, was a well-respected actress in
Chile.

Childhood and Education

- Early Years: Cote spent her early childhood in Santiago, where she was exposed to the performing arts
through her mother. This early exposure fostered a love for acting and music, leading her to pursue these
passions from a young age.

- Education: At the age of 10, Cote moved to the United States with her family. They initially settled in
Miami, Florida, where she attended the Miami Beach Senior High School. This move marked a significant
turning point in her life, as it introduced her to a new culture and language.

- Higher Education: After high school, she enrolled at the Carnegie Mellon University School of Drama in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where she honed her acting skills and developed a strong foundation in the
performing arts.

Influence of Her Heritage

Cote de Pablo's Chilean heritage has had a profound impact on her career. Throughout her life, she has
expressed pride in her roots and often reflects on how her upbringing has shaped her perspective as an
artist. Some key influences include:

- Language: Growing up speaking Spanish and later mastering English has allowed her to navigate both the
Latin American and American entertainment industries, making her a versatile performer.

- Cultural Identity: Cote often talks about the importance of her cultural identity and how it informs her
work. She has appeared in various projects that highlight Latinx stories and characters, contributing to
increased representation in Hollywood.



- Connection to Chile: Despite her success in the United States, Cote maintains a strong connection to Chile.
She visits her homeland frequently and has expressed a desire to work on projects that celebrate Chilean
culture and stories.

Career Breakthrough

Cote de Pablo's career began to take off following her move to the United States. After several small roles in
television and film, she landed her breakout role as Ziva David on "NCIS" in 2005.


