where was presumed innocent filmed

Where was presumed innocent filmed? This question often arises among fans of
the film, which was released in 1990 and directed by Alan J. Pakula. The
movie, based on Scott Turow’s best-selling novel, explores themes of justice,
betrayal, and the complexity of the human condition. While the gripping story
and strong performances by Harrison Ford and his co-stars captivated
audiences, the locations chosen for filming played a significant role in
establishing the film's tone and atmosphere. This article delves into the
various filming locations, the significance of these sites, and how they
contributed to the overall narrative of "Presumed Innocent."

Overview of the Film

"Presumed Innocent" follows Rusty Sabich, a prosecutor who becomes embroiled
in a murder investigation when his colleague and former lover, Carolyn
Polhemus, is found dead. As Rusty navigates the complexities of the legal
system, he must confront his own past and the implications of his actions.
The film combines a compelling narrative with intricate character
development, making the choice of filming locations all the more critical.

Key Filming Locations

The film was primarily shot in and around Chicago, Illinois, which provided a
rich urban backdrop that complemented the film's themes of power and
corruption. Here are some of the notable locations:

1. Chicago, Illinois

- Cook County Courthouse: A significant portion of the film was shot at the
historic Cook County Courthouse, which serves as a representation of the
legal system at the heart of the story. Its imposing architecture and
intricate interiors underscore the drama of the courtroom proceedings.

- The Loop: The film features several scenes set in the Loop, Chicago's
central business district. The bustling streets and iconic skyscrapers
provide a stark contrast to the dark and brooding undertones of the story.

- The Chicago River: Several pivotal moments take place along the Chicago
River, capturing both the beauty and complexity of the city. The river serves

as a metaphor for the winding and often murky paths of the characters' lives.

- Museum Campus: The Field Museum and Shedd Aquarium on Museum Campus are



featured in the film, showcasing the cultural richness of Chicago. These
locations offer a glimpse into the city’s vibrant history and its role as a
backdrop for the unfolding drama.

2. Suburban Areas

While Chicago's urban landscape plays a vital role in the film, suburban
locations were also essential to depict the characters' personal lives and
the duality of their existences.

- Evanston, Illinois: The film includes scenes shot in the charming suburb of
Evanston, home to Northwestern University. The picturesque campus and
surrounding neighborhoods serve as a stark contrast to the darker elements of
the storyline, highlighting the dual lives that Rusty and other characters
lead.

- Highland Park: This affluent suburb provides a glimpse into the lives of
the city's elite, emphasizing the socioeconomic disparities that exist within
the narrative. The residential areas featured in the film reflect the wealth
and privilege of Rusty Sabich's world.

Significance of the Locations

The choice of filming locations in "Presumed Innocent" is integral to
understanding the film's themes and character motivations. Each site
contributes to the atmosphere and underscores the story's central conflicts.

1. Urban vs. Suburban Dynamics

The juxtaposition of urban and suburban settings highlights the complexities
of the characters' lives. The bustling city represents the public persona and
professional ambitions of Rusty Sabich, while the quieter suburban locations
reflect his personal struggles and moral dilemmas.

- Urban Settings: The urban backdrop emphasizes the high-stakes nature of the
legal battles and the cutthroat environment in which Rusty operates.

- Suburban Settings: In contrast, the suburban scenes reveal the
vulnerabilities of the characters, emphasizing their emotional struggles and
the impact of their choices.

2. Architectural Influence

The architecture of Chicago plays a crucial role in the film. The imposing



structures symbolize the weight of the legal system and the characters'
entrapment within it.

- Cook County Courthouse: Its grandeur serves as a constant reminder of the
judiciary's power and the potential for corruption within the system.

- Residential Areas: The homes in the suburbs reflect the characters'
facades, showcasing their outward success while hinting at the underlying
turmoil.

Cinematography and Visual Style

The cinematography of "Presumed Innocent," led by director of photography
Gordon Willis, further enhances the film's mood. The choice of locations
allowed for a specific visual style that complements the narrative.

1. Use of Light and Shadow

- Contrast: The film employs a stark contrast between light and shadow, often
using dark lighting in urban scenes to evoke a sense of foreboding. This
technique enhances the tension and uncertainty surrounding Rusty's situation.
- Natural Light: In suburban scenes, natural light is more prevalent,
reflecting moments of clarity and introspection. This balance highlights the
duality of the characters' experiences.

2. Framing and Composition

- Wide Shots: The use of wide shots captures the grandeur of the city and its
architectural marvels, placing the characters within a larger narrative of
power and justice.

- Close-ups: Close-ups of the characters during critical moments allow
viewers to connect with their emotional struggles, emphasizing the personal
stakes involved in the unfolding drama.

Cultural Impact of the Locations

The filming locations of "Presumed Innocent" have left a lasting impression
on audiences and have become part of the film's legacy.

1. Chicago as a Film Hub

- Reputation: The film's success contributed to Chicago's reputation as a



desirable filming location for future projects. Many filmmakers have since
sought to capture the city's unique character, further enhancing its status
in the film industry.

- Tourism: Iconic locations from the film have become points of interest for
tourists and film enthusiasts, eager to experience the settings that brought
the story to life.

2. Influence on Other Films

The visual style and thematic depth of "Presumed Innocent" have influenced a
range of films that followed, particularly those within the legal drama
genre.

- Legacy: The film's exploration of moral ambiguity and the flaws in the
justice system has inspired a generation of filmmakers to delve into similar
narratives.

- Cinematic Techniques: The cinematographic techniques employed in "Presumed
Innocent" continue to be studied and emulated in contemporary cinema.

Conclusion

In conclusion, exploring where was presumed innocent filmed reveals the
intricate relationship between location and narrative in this classic legal
thriller. The film's primary settings in Chicago and its suburbs not only
provide a visually stunning backdrop but also enhance the story's themes of
justice, morality, and the complexities of human relationships. The careful
selection of locations, combined with expert cinematography and a compelling
performance by the cast, solidifies "Presumed Innocent" as a timeless
exploration of the legal system and the human condition. As audiences
continue to re-examine this film, the impact of its filming locations remains
a vital component of its enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where was the movie 'Presumed Innocent' primarily
filmed?

The movie 'Presumed Innocent' was primarily filmed in Chicago, Illinois.

Did 'Presumed Innocent' film in any other locations
apart from Chicago?

Yes, some scenes were also filmed in nearby areas around Illinois.



Which notable Chicago landmarks can be seen in
'Presumed Innocent'?

The film features several Chicago landmarks, including the Cook County
Courthouse and various city streets.

What year was 'Presumed Innocent' released?

'"Presumed Innocent' was released in 1990.

Who directed 'Presumed Innocent'?

'Presumed Innocent' was directed by Alan J. Pakula.

Is 'Presumed Innocent' based on a novel, and who
wrote it?

Yes, 'Presumed Innocent' is based on a novel written by Scott Turow.

Who starred as the lead character in 'Presumed
Innocent'?

Harrison Ford starred as the lead character, Rusty Sabich.

What genre does 'Presumed Innocent' bhelong to?

'Presumed Innocent' is a legal thriller.

How did the filming locations contribute to the
film's atmosphere?

The urban setting of Chicago added a gritty and realistic atmosphere,
enhancing the film's legal drama.
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