
who created zearn math
who created zearn math is a common inquiry among educators, parents, and students
seeking to understand the origins and development of this popular digital math curriculum.
Zearn Math is widely recognized for its innovative approach to teaching mathematics
through engaging, interactive lessons that align with common core standards. The creation
of Zearn Math involved a team of experts dedicated to improving math education by
combining technology with proven instructional strategies. This article explores the
background of Zearn Math, its founding organization, key individuals involved in its
creation, and the educational philosophy behind its design. Additionally, the article
highlights how Zearn Math has evolved and its impact on math learning. Below is a detailed
table of contents to guide readers through these topics.
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The Origins of Zearn Math
The inception of Zearn Math can be traced back to a growing need for high-quality math
instructional resources that address the challenges faced by students and teachers
nationwide. The traditional math curriculum often lacked the engagement and adaptability
necessary for diverse learners. Recognizing this gap, a group of education professionals
and technologists sought to create a comprehensive program that would leverage digital
technology to enhance math learning. Zearn Math was designed to provide an accessible,
student-centered approach that combines interactive lessons with direct teaching support.
The origins of Zearn Math are rooted in a mission to improve math outcomes for all
students, particularly those underserved by conventional methods.

Early Development and Vision
During the early stages, the creators envisioned a platform that would not only deliver
rigorous math content but also offer personalized support to students. This vision was
influenced by research in cognitive science and educational best practices. Early pilot
programs and feedback from educators helped shape the instructional design and user
experience, ensuring that Zearn Math would be both effective and user-friendly. The
program’s foundation was built on the idea of blending digital lessons with teacher
facilitation to maximize student understanding and engagement.



The Founders Behind Zearn Math
Understanding who created Zearn Math involves looking at the organization and key
individuals responsible for its development. Zearn, the nonprofit organization behind the
curriculum, was co-founded by a group of leaders with backgrounds in education,
technology, and nonprofit management. Their combined expertise and passion for
education reform were instrumental in bringing Zearn Math to life. The founders envisioned
Zearn as a tool to democratize access to quality math instruction and support teachers in
classrooms across the country.

Key Individuals Involved
The founding team included experienced educators, curriculum developers, and technology
innovators. Among the prominent figures were:

Shawn T. Bay: An education leader with extensive experience in instructional design
and nonprofit management, contributing to the strategic direction of Zearn.

Gabe Soumakian: Co-founder and CEO of Zearn, with a background in technology
entrepreneurship and a commitment to improving educational outcomes through
innovation.

David Wees: An expert in mathematics education and digital learning, instrumental
in shaping the pedagogical approach of Zearn Math.

These individuals, along with a talented team of educators and developers, collaborated to
create a product that meets the needs of students and teachers alike.

The Educational Philosophy of Zearn Math
The educational approach underlying Zearn Math emphasizes mastery of concepts through
active learning and practice. The program is structured to support a deep understanding of
mathematical principles rather than rote memorization. Its creators aimed to develop a
curriculum that encourages problem-solving, critical thinking, and application of math skills
in real-world contexts. This philosophy reflects contemporary research on how students
best learn mathematics and addresses common barriers such as math anxiety and
disengagement.

Core Principles and Features
Zearn Math is built around several core principles that guide its instructional design:

Student-Centered Learning: Lessons are interactive and adaptive to individual
student needs, allowing learners to progress at their own pace.



Conceptual Understanding: Focus on deep comprehension of math concepts
through visual models and real-life examples.

Teacher Support: Resources and tools for teachers to monitor progress and provide
targeted assistance.

Equity and Accessibility: Designed to be inclusive, supporting diverse learners
including English language learners and students with special needs.

This philosophy ensures that Zearn Math not only teaches math skills but also builds
confidence and enthusiasm for the subject.

Development and Evolution of Zearn Math
Since its creation, Zearn Math has undergone continuous development to improve its
content, technology, and user experience. The program started as a supplemental resource
but evolved into a comprehensive curriculum aligned with national standards. The
development process involved extensive research, teacher feedback, and data analysis to
optimize learning outcomes. Technological advancements allowed Zearn Math to
incorporate adaptive learning algorithms and interactive features that respond dynamically
to student input.

Milestones in Zearn Math’s Growth
Key milestones in the evolution of Zearn Math include:

Initial Launch: Introduction of digital math lessons designed to supplement1.
classroom instruction.

Curriculum Expansion: Development of full-grade curricula covering kindergarten2.
through fifth grade.

Partnerships: Collaborations with school districts and educational organizations to3.
broaden reach.

Technology Enhancements: Incorporation of real-time data dashboards and4.
personalized learning paths.

Response to Remote Learning: Adaptation to support distance education during5.
the COVID-19 pandemic.

These developments reflect the commitment of Zearn’s creators to adapt and innovate in
response to educational needs.



Impact and Reach of Zearn Math
The influence of Zearn Math extends across thousands of schools and millions of students
nationwide. Its creation has contributed to transforming math education by providing an
effective digital solution that supports both teachers and learners. The program’s data-
driven approach allows educators to identify learning gaps and intervene early, improving
student achievement. Research studies have demonstrated positive outcomes associated
with Zearn Math usage, including increased proficiency and engagement.

Benefits for Students and Educators
The widespread adoption of Zearn Math has resulted in several benefits:

Improved Math Performance: Students using Zearn Math show gains in test scores
and conceptual understanding.

Enhanced Engagement: Interactive lessons motivate students to participate
actively in learning.

Teacher Empowerment: Educators receive actionable insights and resources to
tailor instruction.

Equity in Education: Provides equitable access to high-quality math resources for
diverse populations.

The creators of Zearn Math continue to prioritize expanding access and refining the
curriculum to address evolving educational challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who created Zearn Math?
Zearn Math was created by Zearn, a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving math
education.

Who are the founders of Zearn Math?
Zearn Math was founded by Shalinee Sharma and Andrew Ng, who aimed to provide high-
quality math learning resources.

What is the origin of Zearn Math?
Zearn Math originated from a collaboration between educators and technologists to create
an engaging, digital math curriculum.



Is Zearn Math developed by a single person or a team?
Zearn Math was developed by a team of educators, technologists, and curriculum experts
at the nonprofit Zearn.

When was Zearn Math created?
Zearn Math was created in 2014 with the goal of supporting K-5 students in mastering math
concepts.

What inspired the creation of Zearn Math?
Zearn Math was inspired by the need for accessible, effective math instruction that
combines digital lessons with classroom teaching.

Who leads the development of Zearn Math content?
The content for Zearn Math is developed by a team of experienced educators and
curriculum specialists at Zearn.

Is Zearn Math affiliated with any educational
institutions?
Zearn Math is an independent nonprofit but collaborates with schools and districts to
implement its curriculum.

How has Zearn Math evolved since its creation?
Since its creation, Zearn Math has expanded its offerings, integrating data-driven insights
and adapting to changing educational standards.

Additional Resources
1. Building Zearn: The Story Behind a Revolutionary Math Platform
This book explores the founding of Zearn Math, detailing how a group of educators and
technologists came together to create an innovative digital math program. It delves into the
vision, challenges, and breakthroughs that shaped Zearn’s development. Readers gain
insight into the motivation to make math accessible and engaging for all students.

2. The Visionaries of Zearn: Empowering Math Learning
Focusing on the creators and leaders behind Zearn, this book profiles the key individuals
who dreamed of transforming math education. It highlights their backgrounds, philosophies,
and commitment to equity in learning. The narrative showcases how their combined
expertise led to the creation of Zearn’s effective instructional tools.

3. From Classroom to Code: The Making of Zearn Math
This title recounts the journey from traditional classroom teaching to the integration of
technology in math education, culminating in the creation of Zearn. It discusses the



collaboration between teachers, curriculum experts, and software developers. The book
also explains how data-driven design helped refine the platform.

4. Innovators in Education: The Founders of Zearn Math
Profiling the founders of Zearn, this book highlights their innovative approach to solving
persistent math learning gaps. It covers their strategic partnerships, funding efforts, and
the educational research that informed their work. The story emphasizes the impact of their
innovation on classrooms nationwide.

5. Teaching Math Digitally: The Zearn Math Revolution
This book examines how Zearn Math transformed math teaching through digital lessons
and personalized learning paths. It provides background on the creators’ educational
philosophies and their use of technology to enhance comprehension. Readers learn about
the platform’s growth and adoption in schools.

6. Leadership in EdTech: The Creators of Zearn Math
Focusing on leadership within educational technology, this book profiles the key figures
behind Zearn. It explores their vision for combining pedagogy with technology to create
engaging math content. The narrative also discusses challenges faced in scaling the
platform and maintaining quality.

7. Equity and Innovation: The Story of Zearn Math’s Founders
This book highlights the commitment of Zearn’s creators to educational equity through
innovative math instruction. It outlines their efforts to design lessons that support diverse
learners and close achievement gaps. The story is one of passion, persistence, and the
pursuit of better outcomes for all students.

8. Designing Learning Experiences: The Zearn Math Journey
Detailing the design process behind Zearn Math, this title focuses on how its creators
crafted interactive and effective math lessons. It reveals how user feedback and
educational research guided the platform’s evolution. The book offers insights into the
intersection of curriculum design and technology.

9. The Making of a Math Movement: Zearn’s Founders and Their Mission
This book tells the story of how Zearn’s founders initiated a movement to improve math
education nationwide. It covers their early ideas, development milestones, and the
community-building efforts that supported Zearn’s success. It serves as an inspiring case
study of innovation in education.
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