
who is animal farm by

who is animal farm by is a question that leads directly to George Orwell, the
renowned British author and journalist. Animal Farm, published in 1945, is
one of Orwell’s most famous works and is widely regarded as a significant
political allegory. The novella uses a farm and its animal inhabitants to
critique totalitarian regimes and explore themes of power, corruption, and
propaganda. This article provides a comprehensive overview of who wrote
Animal Farm, the historical context behind the book, its plot, themes, and
its lasting impact on literature and political thought. Readers will gain a
thorough understanding of why George Orwell created this allegorical novella
and how it remains relevant today.
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Author Background: George Orwell
Understanding who is animal farm by requires looking into the life and career
of George Orwell, whose real name was Eric Arthur Blair. Orwell was born in
India in 1903 and later moved to England. He was a prolific writer known for
his clear prose, social criticism, and opposition to totalitarianism.
Orwell’s experiences with poverty, imperialism, and political oppression
deeply influenced his writing style and thematic choices.

Early Life and Career
Orwell’s early life was marked by a strong sense of social justice and a
critical view of authority. After attending Eton College, he joined the
Indian Imperial Police in Burma but resigned to pursue writing. Orwell’s
firsthand experience with colonial oppression shaped his anti-authoritarian
stance and concern for the oppressed, themes that permeate his later works.



Literary Contributions
Before writing Animal Farm, Orwell published several essays and novels,
including Burmese Days and Down and Out in Paris and London. His works
consistently challenged social injustice and political corruption. Animal
Farm was a pivotal work that consolidated Orwell’s reputation as a political
writer and satirist.

Historical Context of Animal Farm
The question who is animal farm by cannot be fully answered without
understanding the historical events that inspired the novella. Animal Farm is
an allegory for the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the subsequent rise of the
Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin. Orwell wrote the book during World War II,
at a time when totalitarian regimes were dominating global politics.

The Russian Revolution and Soviet Union
The Russian Revolution, which led to the overthrow of the Tsarist autocracy,
promised equality and freedom but ultimately resulted in a totalitarian
dictatorship. Orwell used the story of animals overthrowing their human
farmer as a metaphor for the proletariat revolting against the ruling class,
only to face a new form of oppression.

World War II Influence
During World War II, Orwell witnessed the rise of fascism and communism,
which motivated him to write a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked
power and propaganda. Animal Farm reflects Orwell’s deep skepticism about
political ideologies that claim to serve the people but instead consolidate
power among a few.

Plot Overview of Animal Farm
To further clarify who is animal farm by, an understanding of the novella’s
plot is essential. Animal Farm tells the story of a group of farm animals who
rebel against their human owner in hopes of creating an egalitarian society.
The narrative follows their journey from idealistic revolution to the
establishment of a corrupt dictatorship.

The Rebellion
The animals, led by Old Major’s vision of revolution, overthrow Mr. Jones,
the negligent farmer. They establish the Seven Commandments of Animalism,



promoting equality and collective ownership. However, the pigs, particularly
Napoleon and Snowball, soon begin to assume leadership roles.

The Rise of Napoleon
Napoleon, a pig who represents Joseph Stalin, gradually consolidates power by
ousting Snowball and using propaganda, fear, and manipulation. The original
principles of the revolution are distorted, and the farm animals find
themselves under a regime as oppressive as the one they overthrew.

Thematic Elements in Animal Farm
Exploring who is animal farm by also involves understanding the key themes
Orwell addresses through this allegory. The novella is rich with political
and social commentary, making it a timeless study of power dynamics and human
nature.

Power and Corruption
One of the central themes is how power can corrupt even those with the best
intentions. The pigs’ gradual accumulation of privileges and the manipulation
of the Seven Commandments illustrate how leaders may betray revolutionary
ideals for personal gain.

Propaganda and Manipulation
Orwell examines the role of propaganda in maintaining control. The character
Squealer uses deceit and false statistics to convince the animals that their
conditions are improving, reflecting how authoritarian regimes manipulate
information to suppress dissent.

Class Struggle and Inequality
Animal Farm critiques social stratification and inequality. Although the
revolution promises equality, the farm’s hierarchy becomes rigid, with pigs
and dogs enjoying privileges denied to other animals, mirroring class
divisions in human societies.

Idealism vs. Reality
The novella highlights the tension between revolutionary ideals and political
realities. Despite the animals’ hopes for a utopian society, human flaws and
ambitions lead to a dystopian outcome, underscoring the challenges of



achieving true equality.

Legacy and Impact of Animal Farm
Identifying who is animal farm by also invites reflection on the book’s
enduring significance. Since its publication, Animal Farm has been widely
studied, translated, and adapted, influencing political thought and
literature worldwide.

Critical Reception
Upon release, Animal Farm received acclaim for its incisive critique of
totalitarianism. It was banned in some countries but praised in others for
its courage and insight. Over time, it has become a staple in educational
curricula for its literary and historical importance.

Cultural and Political Influence
The novella has shaped public understanding of political propaganda and
authoritarianism. Its allegorical style has inspired numerous adaptations in
theater, film, and other media, helping to communicate complex political
ideas to broad audiences.

Key Reasons for Enduring Relevance

Universal themes of power and corruption

Clear, accessible narrative style

Insightful political allegory applicable to various regimes

Educational value in understanding history and politics

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of Animal Farm?
Animal Farm was written by George Orwell.



What is Animal Farm by George Orwell about?
Animal Farm is an allegorical novella that satirizes the Russian Revolution
and the rise of Stalinism through a story about farm animals overthrowing
their human farmer.

When was Animal Farm by George Orwell published?
Animal Farm was first published in 1945.

Why did George Orwell write Animal Farm?
George Orwell wrote Animal Farm to criticize totalitarian regimes and to
highlight the dangers of political corruption and propaganda.

Is Animal Farm by George Orwell based on true
events?
Animal Farm is a fictional story, but it is based on real historical events,
particularly the Russian Revolution and the subsequent Soviet regime.

What genre does Animal Farm by George Orwell belong
to?
Animal Farm is a political satire and allegory.

Additional Resources
1. 1984 by George Orwell
This dystopian novel explores a totalitarian regime that uses surveillance,
censorship, and propaganda to control its citizens. Like "Animal Farm," it
delves into themes of power, oppression, and the dangers of authoritarianism.
The story follows Winston Smith as he navigates life under Big Brother's
watchful eye.

2. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Set in a futuristic society driven by technological advancements and social
engineering, this novel examines the loss of individuality and freedom. It
shares with "Animal Farm" a critical view of controlled societies and the
manipulation of populations to maintain order. The book challenges the idea
of a utopia through its portrayal of conformity and consumerism.

3. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
This classic novel depicts a society where books are banned, and "firemen"
burn any that are found. It highlights themes of censorship, conformity, and
the suppression of dissenting ideas, similar to the propaganda and control
seen in "Animal Farm." The protagonist, Montag, begins to question the
society’s oppressive norms.



4. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
A group of boys stranded on an uninhabited island struggle to govern
themselves, leading to chaos and savagery. This novel explores the breakdown
of social order and the inherent darkness within human nature, paralleling
the rise and fall of power in "Animal Farm." It serves as a commentary on
civilization and the instincts of dominance.

5. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Set in a dystopian future where women’s rights are stripped away, this novel
examines themes of power, control, and resistance. Like "Animal Farm," it
critiques authoritarian regimes and explores the impact of oppressive
ideologies on individuals. The protagonist Offred’s story is a powerful
exploration of survival under tyranny.

6. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
This satirical novel focuses on the absurdities of war and bureaucracy
through the experiences of a World War II bomber squadron. It shares "Animal
Farm’s" use of satire to expose the contradictions and hypocrisies within
institutions of power. The term "Catch-22" has entered the lexicon as a
symbol of no-win situations created by illogical rules.

7. We by Yevgeny Zamyatin
Often regarded as a precursor to "1984," this novel presents a dystopian
society governed by strict laws and a collective identity. It critiques the
loss of individuality and freedom under totalitarian control, themes central
to "Animal Farm." The story is narrated by a state engineer who begins to
question the system.

8. Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
This satirical work uses fantastical voyages to critique human nature,
politics, and society. Like "Animal Farm," it employs allegory and satire to
expose corruption and folly in governance. Swift’s sharp wit and imaginative
storytelling make it a foundational piece in political satire literature.

9. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
A blend of science fiction and anti-war narrative, this novel follows Billy
Pilgrim’s experiences during and after World War II. It explores themes of
free will, fatalism, and the absurdity of war, resonating with "Animal
Farm’s" critique of conflict and its consequences. Vonnegut’s unique style
combines humor with poignant social commentary.
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