
who will be the last pope

who will be the last pope is a question that has intrigued theologians, historians, and believers for centuries.
The concept of a “last pope” is deeply rooted in religious prophecy, church tradition, and eschatological
speculation. Many have attempted to interpret ancient texts, such as the Prophecy of the Popes attributed
to Saint Malachy, to predict the identity of the final pontiff who will lead the Roman Catholic Church
before the end of times or a significant transformation within the Church. This article explores the
historical background of such prophecies, the interpretations surrounding the last pope, and the modern
perspectives on who might fulfill this role. Additionally, it examines the theological and symbolic meanings
behind the idea of a last pope and how it influences contemporary Catholic thought. The discussion also
addresses the implications of this belief for the Catholic Church’s future and its followers worldwide. Below
is an overview of the main topics covered in this comprehensive analysis.

Historical Origins of the Last Pope Concept

The Prophecy of the Popes by Saint Malachy

Interpretations and Candidates for the Last Pope

Theological Significance and Symbolism

Modern Perspectives and Implications for the Catholic Church

Historical Origins of the Last Pope Concept
The idea of a last pope is not a formal doctrine of the Catholic Church but rather emerges from a mixture of
apocalyptic literature, folk beliefs, and mystical writings. Throughout history, periods of crisis within the
Church often sparked speculation about the end of the papacy or a final pope who would preside over a
climactic era. Early Christian eschatology contained references to a great apostasy and trials before the
Second Coming of Christ, which some connected to the papal office. Over time, these ideas evolved,
blending with medieval prophecy and the political struggles of the papacy.

Early Christian Eschatology and Papal Authority
Christian eschatological teachings emphasize a future period of tribulation and the ultimate establishment of
God’s kingdom. While the New Testament does not explicitly mention a last pope, later theologians saw
the papacy as central to the unfolding of divine plans. The Bishop of Rome’s role as the spiritual leader of



Catholics worldwide positioned the pope as a pivotal figure in end-times speculation.

Medieval Prophetic Traditions
During the Middle Ages, various prophecies emerged predicting the downfall or transformation of the
Church. These prophecies often identified a sequence of popes leading to a final one who would face
significant challenges. Some of these writings gained popularity among the faithful and clergy, influencing
perceptions of the papal office’s future.

The Prophecy of the Popes by Saint Malachy
One of the most famous sources related to the concept of the last pope is the Prophecy of the Popes,
attributed to Saint Malachy, a 12th-century Irish archbishop. This prophecy consists of a list of 112 short
Latin phrases, each supposedly describing a pope from Celestine II (elected in 1143) to the final pope, often
referred to as “Peter the Roman.”

Origin and Authenticity of the Prophecy
The authenticity of the Prophecy of the Popes is widely debated among scholars. It was first published in
1595 by Benedictine monk Arnold Wion, and many argue it was a forgery created to influence the papal
conclave of 1590. Regardless of its origin, it has remained a popular subject of fascination and speculation.

Interpretation of the Final Pope
The prophecy describes the last pope as “Peter the Roman,” who is said to reign during a time of great
persecution and disaster, including the destruction of Rome and widespread suffering. Some interpret this
figure as a literal final pope, while others view it symbolically, representing the end of an era or significant
transformation within the Church.

Interpretations and Candidates for the Last Pope
Speculation about who will be the last pope varies widely, influenced by theological interpretations,
current events, and the identification of signs believed to fulfill prophetic descriptions. No official Church
teaching supports naming a particular individual as the last pope, but several candidates and theories exist.



Recent Popes and Their Connection to the Prophecy
Some believe that recent popes, including Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, fit the descriptions
provided in the Prophecy of the Popes. Pope Francis, the current pontiff, is sometimes discussed in this
context due to his distinctive approach and the turbulent times in which he leads. However, attributing the
title of “last pope” to any living or recent pope is speculative and often controversial.

Symbolic Interpretations
Many theologians argue that the concept of the last pope should be understood symbolically rather than
literally. The last pope might represent the culmination of the Church’s mission on Earth before a spiritual
renewal or the fulfillment of divine prophecy. This interpretation avoids identifying an individual and
instead focuses on the broader spiritual implications.

Possible Candidates and Theories

Pope Francis: Seen by some as a reformer who could preside over significant changes, possibly1.
marking the final phase of the papacy as currently known.

Peter the Roman: A symbolic figure associated with the end times, representing either a future pope2.
or an archetype.

Unidentified Future Popes: Some hold that the last pope is yet to come and will emerge in response3.
to future crises.

Theological Significance and Symbolism
The notion of the last pope carries deep theological symbolism related to the Church’s eschatology, the role
of the papacy, and the fulfillment of divine prophecy. Whether viewed literally or metaphorically, it
reflects the enduring belief in a divinely guided leadership during times of trial.

Role of the Papacy in Catholic Eschatology
The pope is regarded as the spiritual successor of Saint Peter, entrusted with guiding the Church through
history. In eschatological terms, the papacy symbolizes continuity, faithfulness, and authority. The last pope,
therefore, is often seen as a guardian of the Church’s final earthly phase.



Symbolism of “Peter the Roman” and Rome
The prophecy’s reference to “Peter the Roman” and the destruction of Rome evokes powerful imagery.
Rome as the center of Catholicism represents the Church’s earthly seat, and its tribulation signals a profound
spiritual crisis. This symbolism underscores themes of martyrdom, purification, and eventual renewal.

Implications for Faith and Hope
Belief in the last pope can serve as a source of hope and perseverance for Catholics facing uncertainty. It
reminds the faithful of the Church’s ultimate destiny and encourages spiritual vigilance. The symbolic
nature of the last pope also invites reflection on the Church’s evolving mission.

Modern Perspectives and Implications for the Catholic Church
In contemporary times, the question of who will be the last pope intersects with broader discussions about
the Church’s future, reform, and global challenges. The papacy continues to adapt to changing cultural,
political, and theological landscapes, making the idea of a final pope more complex.

Challenges Facing the Papacy Today
The Catholic Church confronts numerous challenges, including secularization, internal reform debates, and
global crises. These factors influence speculation about the papacy’s trajectory and whether the current
structure will endure or transform significantly.

Impact on Catholic Believers
For many Catholics, the idea of the last pope is a spiritual and emotional consideration. It shapes expectations
about leadership, continuity, and the Church’s role in a rapidly changing world. It also affects how believers
interpret current events through a prophetic lens.

Future of the Papal Office
The future of the papal office may involve adaptation to new realities, increased dialogue with other faiths,
and continued emphasis on social justice and pastoral care. Whether or not there will be a “last pope” as
traditionally conceived, the papacy remains a central institution in global Christianity.

The concept of the last pope is rooted in ancient prophecy and medieval tradition.



The Prophecy of the Popes by Saint Malachy is the most well-known source related to this idea.

Interpretations vary widely, with some viewing the last pope literally and others symbolically.

Recent popes have been subjects of speculation, but no definitive identification exists.

The theological significance centers on eschatology, spiritual leadership, and hope for the Church’s
future.

Modern challenges continue to shape discussions about the papacy’s destiny and role.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is speculated to be the last pope according to popular theories?
Some popular theories, like the Prophecy of the Popes attributed to Saint Malachy, suggest that Pope Peter
II might be the last pope, but these claims are widely debated and not officially recognized by the Catholic
Church.

What is the Prophecy of the Popes and how does it relate to the last
pope?
The Prophecy of the Popes is a series of cryptic phrases attributed to Saint Malachy, which purportedly
predict all the popes from the 12th century onward, ending with a pope described as 'Peter the Roman,'
who some interpret as the last pope before the end times.

Has the Catholic Church ever confirmed who will be the last pope?
No, the Catholic Church has not confirmed or endorsed any predictions about who will be the last pope or
when the papacy will end.

Are there any theological beliefs about the last pope in Catholicism?
Catholic theology does not officially teach about a 'last pope'; however, some apocalyptic interpretations and
private revelations suggest there may be a final pope before the end times, but these are not doctrinal.

Could the current pope be the last pope?
While some conspiracy theories speculate that the current pope could be the last, there is no credible
evidence or official indication supporting this idea.



What impact would the last pope have according to prophecy?
According to some interpretations of the Prophecy of the Popes, the last pope would lead the Church
through a time of great tribulation before the end of the world, but these are speculative and not officially
recognized teachings.

Is there any historical basis for the idea of a last pope?
The idea of a last pope mainly stems from apocalyptic literature and prophecy rather than historical fact; the
papacy has continued uninterrupted for over two millennia.

How should one approach claims about the last pope?
Claims about the last pope should be approached with caution, relying on credible sources and official
Church teachings rather than speculation, conspiracy theories, or unverified prophecies.

Additional Resources
1. The Last Pope: Prophecies and Predictions
This book explores various prophecies and predictions about the identity and fate of the last pope. Drawing
from historic texts, including the famous Prophecy of the Popes attributed to Saint Malachy, the author
analyzes their potential meanings and implications. It also discusses how these prophecies have influenced
Catholic thought and popular culture over the centuries.

2. The End Times and the Last Pontiff
Focusing on eschatological themes, this book delves into biblical and theological perspectives regarding the
last pope. It examines interpretations of scripture and Church tradition that suggest the role of the final
pontiff in the end times. The author provides a scholarly overview of apocalyptic literature and its
connection to papal succession.

3. Visions of the Last Pope: Mysticism and Revelation
This work compiles mystical experiences, visions, and revelations reported by saints and seers concerning
the last pope. The book investigates how such private revelations have shaped beliefs about the Church’s
future leadership. It also considers the Church’s stance on these mystical claims and their authenticity.

4. The Prophecy of Saint Malachy: Decoding the Last Pope
Dedicated to the enigmatic Prophecy of Saint Malachy, this book offers an in-depth analysis of the list of
popes supposedly predicted by the 12th-century saint. The author evaluates the historical accuracy and
possible forgeries related to the prophecy. Readers are taken through each motto and its potential
fulfillment up to the last pope.

5. The Final Shepherd: Who Will Be the Last Pope?



This book presents various theories and speculations about the identity and characteristics of the last pope. It
includes interviews with theologians, historians, and Vatican insiders to provide a comprehensive picture.
The narrative addresses the political, spiritual, and social challenges the last pope might face.

6. Apocalypse and the Papacy: The Last Pope in History
Exploring the intersection of historical events and apocalyptic prophecy, this book traces how the papacy
has been viewed through the lens of world-changing crises. It discusses how the concept of the last pope
has evolved alongside modern history’s upheavals. The author suggests possible scenarios for the future role
of the papacy.

7. The Last Pope and the End of the Church
This provocative book argues that the last pope will preside over a period of great turmoil and
transformation within the Catholic Church. It examines internal challenges such as doctrinal disputes and
external pressures like secularism. The author speculates on what the end of the Church’s traditional
structure might look like.

8. Secrets of the Vatican: The Mystery of the Last Pope
Unveiling lesser-known Vatican secrets and archives, this book investigates rumors and conspiracies
surrounding the last pope. It offers a critical look at how secrecy and power dynamics within the Holy See
influence papal succession. The book combines investigative journalism with historical research.

9. The Last Pope: Faith, Fear, and the Future of Catholicism
This book explores the emotional and spiritual impact of the idea of the last pope on Catholic believers
worldwide. It addresses themes of faith, fear, hope, and renewal within the Church’s community. The
author discusses how the concept shapes contemporary Catholic identity and engagement with modern
challenges.
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