
why i killed gandhi nathuram godse
why i killed gandhi nathuram godse is a phrase that directly relates to one
of the most controversial and debated moments in Indian history. Nathuram
Godse, the assassin of Mahatma Gandhi, left behind a manifesto explaining his
motives and reasoning for committing this grave act. Understanding why Godse
took such an extreme step involves delving into the political, religious, and
social tensions that prevailed in India during the mid-20th century. The
assassination of Gandhi was not only a political statement but also a
reflection of deep ideological conflicts between different factions within
the country. This article explores the background, motives, and consequences
of Godse’s actions, shedding light on the reasons behind his declaration of
why he killed Gandhi. To provide a comprehensive understanding, the article
is structured into sections covering Nathuram Godse’s background, the
political climate of the time, the ideological divide, the assassination
event itself, and the aftermath and legacy of this historic incident.

Nathuram Godse: Background and Early Influences

Political and Social Climate in India Pre-Assassination

Ideological Motives Behind the Assassination

The Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi

Aftermath and Legacy of Godse’s Actions

Nathuram Godse: Background and Early Influences
Nathuram Vinayak Godse was born in 1910 in a Brahmin family in Maharashtra,
India. His early life was marked by exposure to nationalist ideologies and
Hindu cultural revivalism. Godse was influenced by several political groups
that emerged during the Indian struggle for independence, including the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Hindu Mahasabha. These organizations
promoted Hindu nationalism and sought to challenge what they perceived as the
appeasement of Muslims by the Indian National Congress.

Early Political Involvement
Godse became actively involved in politics as a young man, initially
supporting the Indian National Congress but later gravitating towards Hindu
nationalist groups. His political engagement was fueled by a growing
frustration with the Congress leadership, especially regarding their policies
toward Muslims and the partition of India. Godse’s ideological stance
hardened over time, leading him to believe that Gandhi’s policies were



detrimental to Hindu interests.

Influence of Hindu Nationalism
The rise of Hindu nationalist thought in the early 20th century played a
crucial role in shaping Godse’s worldview. Organizations like the Hindu
Mahasabha advocated for the protection and promotion of Hindu identity in a
country with a significant Muslim population. Godse’s commitment to this
ideology formed the foundation of his later justifications for assassinating
Gandhi.

Political and Social Climate in India Pre-
Assassination
The period leading up to Gandhi’s assassination was characterized by intense
political upheaval and communal tensions. The Indian subcontinent was
grappling with the aftermath of British colonial rule, the partition of India
and Pakistan, and widespread violence between religious communities. These
circumstances created a volatile environment in which extremist ideologies
could thrive.

Partition and Communal Violence
The partition of India in 1947 resulted in massive displacement and
bloodshed, fueling animosity between Hindus and Muslims. Many Hindu
nationalists blamed Gandhi for what they saw as excessive concessions to
Muslims, believing that his nonviolent approach weakened Hindu interests.
This sentiment was central to Godse’s rationale in his explanation of why he
killed Gandhi.

Gandhi’s Role and Controversies
Mahatma Gandhi was widely regarded as the father of the Indian nation and a
proponent of peace and nonviolence. However, his efforts to foster Hindu-
Muslim unity and his fasts to stop communal riots were viewed with suspicion
by certain Hindu factions. Gandhi’s insistence on reconciliation and his
criticism of Hindu extremists made him a target of hostility from groups like
the Hindu Mahasabha.

Ideological Motives Behind the Assassination
The core reason why Nathuram Godse killed Gandhi can be traced to deep
ideological differences and perceived political betrayals. Godse considered
Gandhi’s policies as appeasement toward Muslims and believed they compromised
Hindu interests and the integrity of India.



Accusations of Appeasement
Godse accused Gandhi of favoring Muslims at the expense of Hindus, especially
during the partition and the communal violence that followed. He argued that
Gandhi’s fasts and calls for peace were detrimental to Hindu survivors of
partition violence and that they emboldened Muslim leaders.

Belief in Hindu Nationalism and Cultural
Preservation
Godse’s manifesto emphasized the preservation of Hindu culture and society.
He viewed Gandhi’s secular and inclusive vision as a threat to Hindu identity
and sovereignty. This fundamental clash of visions between Gandhi’s inclusive
nationalism and Godse’s exclusivist Hindu nationalism was a driving force
behind the assassination.

Political Frustration and Radicalization
Frustrated by what he saw as the failure of peaceful political processes to
protect Hindu interests, Godse and his associates resorted to violence. The
assassination was intended as a political act to remove Gandhi, whom they
blamed for India’s division and the suffering of Hindus.

The Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi
On January 30, 1948, Nathuram Godse assassinated Mahatma Gandhi in New Delhi
during a prayer meeting. The event shocked the nation and the world, marking
a tragic turning point in Indian history.

Planning and Execution
Godse meticulously planned the assassination, believing that Gandhi’s death
would halt what he saw as dangerous policies. He approached Gandhi during his
evening prayer and fired three bullets at close range. Godse was immediately
apprehended by the crowd and later arrested by the authorities.

Godse’s Statement and Defense
During his trial, Godse openly stated his motives and

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Nathuram Godse and why did he assassinate



Gandhi?
Nathuram Godse was a Hindu nationalist who assassinated Mahatma Gandhi in
1948. He believed that Gandhi's policies were appeasing Muslims and weakening
India, which motivated him to kill Gandhi.

What were Nathuram Godse's main reasons for killing
Gandhi?
Godse opposed Gandhi's approach towards Muslims and his advocacy for non-
violence and partition. He felt Gandhi was compromising Hindu interests and
blamed him for the partition of India.

How did Nathuram Godse justify the assassination of
Gandhi?
Godse justified the assassination by claiming that Gandhi's policies were
harmful to Hindu society and that removing Gandhi was necessary for
protecting Hindu rights and India’s unity.

What was the political context surrounding Nathuram
Godse's assassination of Gandhi?
The assassination occurred shortly after India's independence and partition
in 1947, a period marked by communal violence and political instability,
which influenced Godse's extremist views.

Did Nathuram Godse express remorse for killing
Gandhi?
No, Nathuram Godse did not express remorse. During his trial, he openly
stated his reasons and stood by his actions as a sacrifice for his beliefs.

How did Nathuram Godse carry out the assassination
of Gandhi?
Godse approached Gandhi during a prayer meeting on January 30, 1948, and shot
him three times at close range, resulting in Gandhi's death.

What impact did Nathuram Godse's assassination of
Gandhi have on India?
The assassination shocked the nation, led to increased communal tensions, and
resulted in a crackdown on extremist groups. It also strengthened the resolve
to uphold Gandhi's principles of non-violence.



How is Nathuram Godse viewed in modern India?
Views on Godse are polarized; some view him as a villain who killed a great
leader, while a small minority see him as a patriot. The mainstream consensus
condemns his actions.

Additional Resources
1. Why I Killed Gandhi: Nathuram Godse’s Own Account
This book is a direct narrative attributed to Nathuram Godse, providing his
personal justification and reasoning behind the assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi. It delves into his ideological convictions and the political
circumstances that led to his drastic action. The text offers insight into
Godse's mindset and the broader nationalist movements of the time.

2. The Assassin’s Mind: Understanding Nathuram Godse
This work explores the psychological and ideological motivations of Nathuram
Godse. It examines his upbringing, influences, and the political climate that
shaped his decision to kill Gandhi. Through detailed analysis, the book aims
to provide a nuanced view of one of India’s most controversial figures.

3. Shadows of Violence: The Story of Gandhi’s Assassination
Focusing on the events leading up to the assassination, this book
contextualizes Godse’s act within the turbulent socio-political environment
of post-independence India. It discusses the conflicts between different
political ideologies and how these culminated in violence. The narrative
provides a balanced perspective on the tragedy.

4. Godse’s Justification: The Ideology Behind the Act
This book compiles speeches, letters, and writings attributed to Nathuram
Godse, highlighting his ideological stance. It analyzes his critiques of
Gandhi’s policies and the reasons he believed assassination was necessary.
The work serves as a primary source for understanding Godse’s perspective.

5. The Trial of Nathuram Godse: Justice and Politics
Detailing the legal proceedings following Gandhi’s assassination, this book
covers the trial of Nathuram Godse and its political implications. It
examines the arguments presented by both prosecution and defense and reflects
on how the trial influenced Indian society. The book sheds light on the
intersection of law and politics in post-colonial India.

6. Echoes of a Nation Divided: The Aftermath of Gandhi’s Death
This book discusses the national and international reactions to Gandhi’s
assassination and Godse’s role in it. It explores how the event deepened
divisions within Indian society and affected political discourse. The
narrative highlights the lasting impact of the assassination on India’s
collective memory.

7. The Radical Patriot: Nathuram Godse’s Nationalist Vision
Focusing on Godse’s nationalist ideology, this book examines his vision for



India and how it conflicted with Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence. It
analyzes the ideological rifts within the independence movement and the
emergence of radical elements. The book offers a comprehensive study of Godse
as a radical political thinker.

8. Blood and Ideology: The Making of Gandhi’s Assassin
This book traces the life of Nathuram Godse from his early years through his
transformation into Gandhi’s assassin. It explores the social, cultural, and
political factors that shaped his beliefs and actions. The narrative provides
a detailed biography that contextualizes the assassination within broader
historical currents.

9. Contesting Gandhi: The Political Dissent of Nathuram Godse
This work focuses on the political dissent expressed by Godse against
Gandhi’s methods and policies. It critically examines the disagreements on
issues such as partition, communalism, and Indian nationalism. The book
provides a platform to understand the complexities of political opposition in
India’s formative years.
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