
will gompertz what are you looking at
will gompertz what are you looking at is a phrase that resonates strongly within contemporary
art circles and among cultural commentators. It refers to the insightful and thought-provoking
perspectives offered by Will Gompertz, a renowned art critic and BBC arts editor, who has made
significant contributions to how the public perceives and understands art today. This article delves
into the essence of Will Gompertz’s approach to art criticism, particularly through his acclaimed book
and public appearances where he challenges audiences to reconsider what they see and how they
interpret it. Exploring the themes and ideas behind "What Are You Looking At?" reveals a nuanced
understanding of art history, modern art movements, and the complexities of visual culture.
Additionally, this article will touch on Gompertz’s methodology, his influence on art education, and the
broader impact of his work on contemporary art appreciation. The discussion also considers how the
phrase encapsulates a critical inquiry into visual literacy in the 21st century.
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Who Is Will Gompertz?
Will Gompertz is a prominent British art critic, journalist, and broadcaster known for his accessible yet
authoritative commentary on art. He has held influential positions such as the BBC’s arts editor and
director of Tate Media, playing a pivotal role in making art more approachable to the general public.
Gompertz’s career spans decades during which he has written extensively on art history,
contemporary art, and cultural trends. His ability to translate complex artistic concepts into engaging
narratives has earned him respect among critics, artists, and audiences alike.

Professional Background
Gompertz’s professional journey includes contributions to major newspapers and magazines,
television documentaries, and involvement with prestigious art institutions. His editorial leadership at
the Tate galleries helped shape the presentation and interpretation of modern and contemporary art
in the UK. Through various media, Gompertz has championed the democratization of art criticism,
emphasizing clarity and relevance.



Contributions to Art Criticism
Beyond institutional roles, Gompertz has authored books and delivered lectures that challenge
traditional perceptions of art. His work encourages audiences to question their assumptions and
engage more deeply with visual culture. His influence extends to both academic circles and popular
culture, bridging gaps between scholarly art history and everyday art appreciation.

Overview of "What Are You Looking At?"
"What Are You Looking At? 150 Years of Modern Art in the Blink of an Eye" is one of Will Gompertz’s
most notable works. The book offers a concise and witty history of modern art, aiming to demystify
movements and artists that often seem inaccessible or intimidating. Gompertz uses this platform to
answer common questions about abstract art, conceptual pieces, and iconic works, making it an
essential read for beginners and seasoned art lovers alike.

Structure and Style
The book is structured to take readers on a chronological journey through modern art, from
Impressionism to contemporary practices. Its informal yet informative tone makes complex art
theories and histories digestible. Gompertz incorporates anecdotes, critical insights, and clear
explanations that help readers understand what artists were trying to achieve and how their work fits
into broader cultural contexts.

Purpose and Audience
The primary aim of "What Are You Looking At?" is to break down barriers between art and the public.
It targets readers who may feel alienated by the perceived elitism of the art world. Gompertz invites
readers to look beyond surface impressions and engage with art intellectually and emotionally. The
book has been praised for making modern art approachable without sacrificing depth.

Key Themes in Gompertz’s Art Criticism
Central to Will Gompertz’s philosophy is the interrogation of how and why people view art the way
they do. The phrase "what are you looking at" itself is both a literal and metaphorical question that
challenges passive observation. His criticism often revolves around themes such as interpretation,
context, and the evolving nature of artistic expression.

Understanding Art Beyond the Surface
Gompertz emphasizes the importance of looking past initial impressions and exploring the intentions
behind artworks. He argues that understanding art requires knowledge of historical background, artist
motivations, and the socio-political environment. This multi-layered approach helps viewers
appreciate the complexity and innovation present in modern and contemporary art.



The Role of Context
Context is a recurring theme in Gompertz’s analyses. He highlights how the meaning of an artwork
can change depending on its time, place, and audience. By situating works within their broader
cultural and historical frameworks, Gompertz reveals hidden narratives and challenges simplistic
readings.

Engaging with Contemporary Art
Gompertz is particularly interested in how contemporary art pushes boundaries and redefines what
art can be. He explores the ways artists use new media, conceptual frameworks, and social
commentary to provoke thought and dialogue. His criticism encourages viewers to approach
contemporary art with curiosity rather than skepticism.

Gompertz’s Approach to Art Education
Will Gompertz advocates for art education that is inclusive, engaging, and relevant to contemporary
audiences. He believes that teaching art should go beyond rote learning and foster critical thinking
and visual literacy. His public talks, writings, and media appearances often focus on how to cultivate a
deeper appreciation of art in diverse populations.

Promoting Visual Literacy
Visual literacy—the ability to interpret and make meaning from images—is a cornerstone of
Gompertz’s educational philosophy. He stresses that developing this skill is crucial in an increasingly
image-saturated world. Through accessible explanations and practical insights, Gompertz equips
audiences to become more discerning viewers.

Encouraging Critical Engagement
Rather than prescribing fixed interpretations, Gompertz encourages individuals to question and
analyze what they see. This active engagement fosters a more personal and meaningful connection
with art. His approach helps dismantle the notion that art appreciation is reserved for experts.

Use of Media and Technology
Gompertz leverages various media platforms to reach wider audiences, including television, radio,
and digital content. His innovative use of technology in art education exemplifies how modern tools
can enhance understanding and accessibility.



Impact on Contemporary Art and Culture
The influence of Will Gompertz and the concept encapsulated in "what are you looking at" extends
beyond art criticism into broader cultural discourse. His work has contributed to shifting attitudes
toward art, making it more approachable and relevant to everyday life. This impact is evident in how
museums, galleries, and educators engage with the public today.

Shaping Public Perception of Art
Gompertz’s accessible style has helped demystify modern and contemporary art, reducing
intimidation and fostering curiosity. By framing art as a dynamic conversation rather than a static
object, he has broadened the audience for cultural institutions.

Influence on Museums and Exhibitions
Many museums and galleries have adopted strategies that echo Gompertz’s emphasis on context and
engagement. Interactive exhibits, clear interpretive materials, and inclusive programming reflect his
impact on the art world’s approach to public education.

Contributions to Cultural Literacy
Beyond the art world, Gompertz’s work promotes cultural literacy by encouraging critical thinking
about visual media in general. This is increasingly important in a digital age where images shape
social and political narratives.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Will Gompertz?
Will Gompertz is a British arts journalist, author, and broadcaster known for his work in making art
accessible to a wider audience.



What is 'Will Gompertz: What Are You Looking At?'
It is a book by Will Gompertz that explores the world of modern art, aiming to demystify it and help
readers understand and appreciate contemporary artworks.

What is the main theme of 'What Are You Looking At?' by Will
Gompertz?
The main theme is to break down complex modern art concepts and provide insights into how to
interpret and enjoy contemporary art.

Why is 'Will Gompertz: What Are You Looking At?' popular?
The book is popular because it presents modern art in a humorous, accessible, and engaging way,
making it easier for people unfamiliar with art to connect with it.

Has Will Gompertz appeared in any media related to 'What
Are You Looking At?'
Yes, Will Gompertz has appeared in interviews, documentaries, and lectures discussing themes from
the book and the broader topic of modern art.

Is 'What Are You Looking At?' suitable for art beginners?
Yes, the book is specifically designed to be approachable for beginners and those who feel
intimidated by modern art.

Where can I buy or find 'Will Gompertz: What Are You Looking
At?'
The book is available for purchase at most major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can
also be found in many libraries.

Additional Resources
1. What Are You Looking At?: 150 Years of Modern Art in the Blink of an Eye by Will Gompertz
This engaging book by Will Gompertz offers an accessible and witty introduction to modern art. It
breaks down complex art movements and iconic works into bite-sized explanations, making the world
of contemporary art approachable for beginners. Gompertz’s lively style helps readers appreciate the
significance and context behind major artists and pieces.

2. Think Like an Artist: How to Live a Creative Life by Will Gompertz
In this inspiring guide, Gompertz explores the habits and mindsets of great artists to provide practical
advice on fostering creativity in everyday life. The book encourages readers to challenge conventions,
embrace failure, and unlock their creative potential beyond the art world. It’s a motivational read for
anyone looking to live more imaginatively.



3. The Story of Art by E.H. Gombrich
A classic introduction to art history, Gombrich’s book covers the development of Western art from
prehistoric times to the modern era. Known for its clear language and engaging narrative, it’s an
excellent companion to Gompertz’s contemporary focus. Readers gain foundational knowledge that
enriches appreciation of modern and contemporary artworks.

4. Art: A World History by Elke Linda Buchholz, Susanne Kaeppele, Karoline Hille, Irina Stotland, and
Gerhard Buhler
This comprehensive visual guide presents major art movements, artists, and masterpieces across
global cultures and centuries. Filled with vivid images and concise descriptions, it offers a broad
context for understanding art’s evolution. The book complements Gompertz’s focus by situating
modern art within a larger historical framework.

5. Ways of Seeing by John Berger
A seminal work in art criticism, Berger’s book challenges traditional perceptions and encourages
readers to question how they view art and images. Through essays and illustrations, it explores the
relationship between visual culture and society. This thought-provoking book pairs well with
Gompertz’s accessible approach to interpreting modern art.

6. Modern Art: A Very Short Introduction by David Cottington
This concise volume provides an overview of the key ideas, movements, and artists that shaped
modern art. It explores themes such as abstraction, expressionism, and conceptual art with clarity
and scholarly insight. Ideal for readers who appreciate Gompertz’s approachable style but want a
deeper academic perspective.

7. The Shock of the New: The Hundred-Year History of Modern Art by Robert Hughes
Robert Hughes offers a vivid and authoritative history of modern art, emphasizing the social and
political contexts that influenced its development. The book is known for its critical analysis and
engaging storytelling, providing deeper insight into the art world Gompertz introduces. It’s a valuable
resource for understanding modern art’s impact and controversies.

8. Concerning the Spiritual in Art by Wassily Kandinsky
Written by one of the pioneers of abstract art, this influential book explores the connection between
art and spirituality. Kandinsky argues for the emotional and transcendental power of color and form. It
complements Gompertz’s work by offering a first-person perspective on the ideas that shaped
modern art.

9. The Art Book by Phaidon Editors
A visually rich reference featuring brief entries on over 600 artists from all periods and styles,
including modern and contemporary figures highlighted by Gompertz. The book serves as an
excellent quick guide to recognize artists, artworks, and movements. Its accessible format makes it a
handy companion for anyone exploring the art world.
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