william lane craig on guard

William Lane Craig On Guard is a pivotal work in contemporary apologetics, authored by the
renowned philosopher and theologian William Lane Craig. In this book, Craig addresses the
challenges posed by atheism and secularism, providing a robust defense of the Christian faith. This
article delves into the key themes and arguments presented in Craig's work, exploring its
implications for both believers and skeptics alike.

Background of William Lane Craig

William Lane Craig is a prominent Christian philosopher, theologian, and apologist known for his
work in the philosophy of religion and the historical Jesus. He holds several academic degrees,
including a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Birmingham, and has published numerous
books and articles on topics related to the existence of God, the resurrection of Jesus, and moral
philosophy. His intellectual prowess and articulate defense of the Christian faith have made him a
leading figure in contemporary apologetics.

Craig's Approach to Apologetics

In "On Guard," Craig adopts a systematic approach to defending Christianity against common
objections and challenges. His methodology can be summarized in the following key components:

1. Philosophical Rigor: Craig employs philosophical arguments, such as the Kalam cosmological
argument, to demonstrate the rationality of belief in God.

2. Historical Evidence: He emphasizes the importance of historical evidence, particularly regarding
the resurrection of Jesus, to substantiate Christian claims.

3. Engagement with Opponents: Craig actively engages with atheistic and secular thinkers,
addressing their critiques and providing counterarguments.

4. Clear Communication: He aims to present complex ideas in an accessible manner, making his
arguments understandable to a broad audience.

The Kalam Cosmological Argument

One of the cornerstone arguments presented by Craig in "On Guard" is the Kalam cosmological
argument. This argument posits that:

1. Everything that begins to exist has a cause.
2. The universe began to exist.
3. Therefore, the universe has a cause.



Explaining the Premises

Craig elaborates on each premise, providing philosophical and scientific support:

- Everything that begins to exist has a cause: This premise is grounded in the metaphysical principle
of causality. Craig argues that it is intuitively obvious and supported by both philosophical reasoning
and everyday experience.

- The universe began to exist: Craig draws upon both philosophical arguments and scientific
evidence, particularly the Big Bang theory, which suggests that the universe has a finite past and
thus had a beginning.

- Therefore, the universe has a cause: If the universe has a cause, it must be something outside of
the universe itself, leading to the conclusion that this cause is most plausibly a transcendent,
personal being — God.

The Resurrection of Jesus

In "On Guard," Craig also focuses on the resurrection of Jesus as a key historical event that supports
the truth of Christianity. He outlines a cumulative case for the resurrection that includes several
critical points:

1. The Empty Tomb: Craig argues that the discovery of the empty tomb by women, who were not
considered reliable witnesses in the first-century Jewish context, lends credibility to the account.

2. Post-Mortem Appearances: He cites multiple accounts of Jesus appearing to various individuals
and groups after his death, including skeptics like James and Paul.

3. The Origin of the Christian Faith: Craig posits that the rapid growth of the early Christian church
can only be explained by the belief in the resurrection, which was a central tenet of their faith.

Addressing Objections

Craig anticipates and responds to common objections to the resurrection narrative, such as:

- The Conspiracy Theory: Some skeptics argue that the disciples conspired to fabricate the
resurrection story. Craig counters that this theory fails to account for the willingness of the disciples
to suffer and die for their beliefs.

- Hallucination Theory: Others suggest that the post-resurrection appearances were mere
hallucinations. Craig points out that hallucinations are typically individual experiences and do not
explain group appearances.

- The Mythicist Approach: Some claim that the resurrection is a mythological construct. Craig argues
that the historical evidence and early documentation of the resurrection narratives contradict this
assertion.



Ethical Implications of Craig's Arguments

Craig's apologetic work extends beyond mere intellectual defense; it also touches upon ethical
implications. He argues that the existence of God provides a robust foundation for morality:

1. Objective Morality: Craig contends that if God does not exist, objective moral values do not exist.
He believes that moral values are grounded in the character of God, making them universally

applicable.

2. Meaning and Purpose: Craig asserts that belief in God offers individuals a sense of meaning and
purpose in life, which is particularly relevant in a world where existential nihilism is prevalent.

3. Moral Accountability: The belief in a moral lawgiver implies accountability for one’s actions,
which Craig argues is essential for a just and moral society.

Criticism and Reception

While "On Guard" has received praise for its clarity and depth, it has also faced criticism from
various quarters:

1. Philosophical Critique: Some philosophers argue against the validity of Craig’s arguments,
particularly the Kalam cosmological argument, claiming that it oversimplifies complex issues related

to causality and time.

2. Historical Skepticism: Historians and scholars may challenge the reliability of the sources Craig
uses to support the resurrection, calling into question the historical accuracy of biblical accounts.

3. Theological Disputes: Some theologians argue that Craig’s philosophical approach may undermine
certain theological tenets, such as the nature of faith and the role of revelation.

Support and Advocacy

Despite the criticisms, "On Guard" has garnered a significant following, especially among
evangelical Christians and those interested in apologetics. Craig’s work is often utilized in:

- University Courses: Many institutions incorporate Craig’s arguments into philosophy and theology
courses.

- Debates: Craig is a well-known debater and frequently participates in public debates with
prominent atheists and skeptics, further popularizing his ideas.

- Church Resources: Many churches use Craig’s materials for study groups and educational
programs aimed at equipping believers to defend their faith.



Conclusion

In summary, William Lane Craig On Guard is an essential contribution to the field of apologetics,
providing readers with a comprehensive framework for understanding and defending the Christian
faith. Through rigorous philosophical arguments and compelling historical evidence, Craig
demonstrates that belief in God and the resurrection of Jesus is not only rational but also vital for a
meaningful and moral existence. As debates between faith and skepticism continue, Craig’s work
remains a beacon for those seeking to navigate the complex landscape of belief in the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'On Guard' by William Lane Craig about?

'On Guard' is a book by William Lane Craig that presents a defense of the Christian faith, addressing
common objections and providing rational arguments for the existence of God and the truth of
Christianity.

What are the key topics covered in 'On Guard'?

Key topics in 'On Guard' include arguments for the existence of God, the problem of evil, the
historical reliability of the New Testament, the resurrection of Jesus, and responses to atheistic
critiques.

How does Craig approach the problem of evil in ‘On Guard'?

In 'On Guard', Craig addresses the problem of evil by arguing that the existence of evil can be
reconciled with a good and all-powerful God through the concept of free will and the greater good
that can arise from suffering.

What makes 'On Guard' accessible to readers?

'On Guard' is written in an accessible style, using clear language and logical structure, making
complex philosophical and theological concepts understandable to a general audience.

Does William Lane Craig provide practical advice for
defending faith in 'On Guard'?

Yes, Craig offers practical tips and strategies for Christians on how to engage in conversations about
faith, effectively respond to objections, and confidently articulate their beliefs.

How has 'On Guard' influenced contemporary Christian
apologetics?

'On Guard' has had a significant impact on contemporary Christian apologetics by equipping
believers with intellectual tools and encouraging a reasoned approach to faith, thereby fostering a



more robust defense of Christianity in public discourse.
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