wisconsin historical society press

wisconsin historical society press is a prominent publishing entity dedicated
to preserving and promoting the rich history and culture of Wisconsin and the
broader Midwest region. As an integral division of the Wisconsin Historical
Society, the press specializes in producing scholarly and accessible works
that illuminate various aspects of Wisconsin's past, including its social,
political, and natural history. This article explores the mission, scope, and
impact of the Wisconsin Historical Society Press, highlighting its role in
academic research, public education, and cultural preservation. Readers will
gain insight into the types of publications offered, the editorial standards
upheld, and the ways the press contributes to historical scholarship.
Additionally, this article will delve into notable series and titles,
partnerships, and the digital transformation shaping the press's future. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the Wisconsin
Historical Society Press and its significance in the field of historical
publishing.
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Overview of Wisconsin Historical Society Press

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press operates as the publishing arm of the
Wisconsin Historical Society, one of the oldest and most respected historical
organizations in the United States. Established to disseminate knowledge
about Wisconsin’s heritage, the press produces books, journals, and other
scholarly materials that document the state’s diverse history. It serves both
academic audiences and the general public, providing authoritative resources
that cover topics ranging from Native American cultures and pioneer
settlements to industrial development and environmental changes. The press is
based in Madison, Wisconsin, and benefits from the extensive archives,
libraries, and museum collections maintained by the Wisconsin Historical
Society.

Historical Context and Establishment

Founded in the 19th century alongside the Wisconsin Historical Society, the
press developed in response to the growing need for reliable historical
documentation and interpretation. Over the decades, it has evolved to
accommodate advances in publishing technology and shifts in historiographical
focus, maintaining a strong commitment to accuracy and depth. The Wisconsin
Historical Society Press has become a trusted source for historians,



educators, students, and history enthusiasts alike.

Organizational Structure and Resources

The press operates with a dedicated editorial team, including acquisitions
editors, copy editors, and marketing professionals who collaborate closely
with historians and authors. It leverages the Wisconsin Historical Society’s
vast archival materials, including manuscripts, photographs, maps, and oral
histories, to produce well-researched publications. This integration of
resources ensures that the content is both authentic and comprehensive.

Publishing Mission and Editorial Focus

The core mission of the Wisconsin Historical Society Press is to publish
works that enrich understanding of Wisconsin’s history and heritage while
advancing historical scholarship. The press emphasizes quality, scholarly
rigor, and accessibility, aiming to balance academic standards with
readability for wider audiences. Editorial decisions prioritize manuscripts
that contribute new perspectives, uncover underrepresented narratives, and
foster appreciation for Wisconsin’s historical complexity.

Commitment to Scholarly Excellence

Manuscripts undergo a thorough peer review process involving subject matter
experts to ensure factual accuracy and interpretive soundness. This
commitment to scholarly excellence has earned the press recognition within
the academic community, supporting its reputation as a leading regional
historical publisher.

Focus on Diverse and Inclusive Histories

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press actively seeks to highlight stories
from diverse groups, including Native American tribes, immigrant communities,
women, and labor movements. By providing a platform for these voices, the
press broadens the historical narrative and supports inclusive scholarship.

Types of Publications and Notable Series

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press publishes a wide range of materials
designed to meet the needs of different audiences and purposes. These include
monographs, edited collections, biographies, reference works, and illustrated
volumes. The press is also known for several notable series that explore
specific themes or historical periods in depth.

Books and Monographs

Books published by the press cover a variety of subjects such as Wisconsin’s
political history, environmental changes, cultural developments, and notable
figures. These works often combine archival research with engaging narratives



to appeal to both scholars and general readers.

Series Publications

Among the prominent series published by the Wisconsin Historical Society
Press are:

e History of Wisconsin Series: A comprehensive collection that traces
Wisconsin’s development from pre-colonial times to the modern era.

e American Indian Studies Series: Focused on the histories, cultures, and
contemporary issues of Native American peoples in Wisconsin and the
Midwest.

e Midwestern Biography Series: Featuring detailed biographies of
influential individuals who shaped the region’s history.

e Wisconsin Heritage Series: Highlighting cultural and social histories
that illuminate the everyday lives of Wisconsin residents.

Journals and Periodicals

While primarily focused on books, the press also supports the publication of
scholarly journals that disseminate current research on Wisconsin history.
These periodicals serve as important platforms for ongoing academic dialogue
and public engagement.

Role in Historical Scholarship and Education

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press plays a critical role in advancing
historical research and education. Its publications serve as foundational
texts for university courses, public history programs, and museum
exhibitions. By facilitating access to well-documented histories, the press
supports educators, students, and researchers in their efforts to understand
Wisconsin’s past.

Supporting Academic Research

Many of the press’s titles are cited in scholarly articles and dissertations,
reflecting their importance as credible sources. The press encourages
submissions from historians at all career stages, fostering a vibrant
intellectual community dedicated to regional history.

Educational Outreach and Resources

The press collaborates with educators to develop teaching materials and
curricula based on its publications. This outreach helps integrate Wisconsin
history into classrooms and promotes historical literacy among younger
generations.



Distribution, Accessibility, and Digital
Initiatives

To maximize reach and impact, the Wisconsin Historical Society Press employs
diverse distribution channels and embraces digital publishing technologies.
These efforts ensure that its works are accessible to a broad audience across
the United States and internationally.

Print and Digital Distribution

The press distributes its books through traditional retail outlets, academic
bookstores, and direct sales via the Wisconsin Historical Society.
Increasingly, digital editions are made available in e-book formats
compatible with popular devices, enhancing accessibility and convenience.

Online Access and Digital Collections

In alignment with modern trends, the press supports digital initiatives that

provide online access to selected publications and archival materials. These

platforms facilitate research by enabling remote users to explore Wisconsin'’s
history through searchable databases and digitized texts.

Collaborations and Community Engagement

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press actively engages with historians,
cultural institutions, and community organizations to promote historical
awareness and preservation. These partnerships amplify the press’s impact and
foster a shared commitment to safeguarding Wisconsin’s heritage.

Partnerships with Academic Institutions

The press collaborates with universities and colleges to sponsor lectures,
conferences, and symposia related to Wisconsin history. These events provide
forums for scholars to present research and engage with the public.

Community Programs and Events

Through author talks, book signings, and educational workshops, the press
connects with local communities, encouraging public participation in
historical discourse. These programs enhance cultural appreciation and
support lifelong learning.

Supporting Historic Preservation

By documenting and disseminating historical knowledge, the Wisconsin
Historical Society Press contributes to preservation efforts across the
state. Its publications often inform policy decisions and heritage
conservation initiatives.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wisconsin Historical Society Press?

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press is the publishing division of the
Wisconsin Historical Society, dedicated to producing books and materials that
highlight the history and culture of Wisconsin and the Upper Midwest.

What types of books does the Wisconsin Historical
Society Press publish?

They publish a variety of books including historical non-fiction,
biographies, regional history, Native American studies, and Wisconsin-related
fiction and children's books.

Are Wisconsin Historical Society Press books
available for purchase online?

Yes, books from the Wisconsin Historical Society Press can be purchased
online through their official website as well as other major book retailers.

Does the Wisconsin Historical Society Press focus
only on Wisconsin history?

While the primary focus is on Wisconsin history, the press also publishes
works related to the broader Upper Midwest region and topics that have
historical significance to the area.

How can authors submit manuscripts to the Wisconsin
Historical Society Press?

Authors interested in submitting manuscripts should review the submission
guidelines on the Wisconsin Historical Society Press website and contact
their editorial department for proposal submission details.

What is the historical significance of the Wisconsin
Historical Society itself?

Founded in 1846, the Wisconsin Historical Society is one of the oldest
historical societies in the United States, dedicated to preserving and
sharing the history of Wisconsin and its people.

Does the Wisconsin Historical Society Press publish
academic works?
Yes, the press publishes scholarly works that contribute to academic research

in history, including peer-reviewed historical studies and collections of
primary source materials.



Are there any notable authors associated with the
Wisconsin Historical Society Press?

Yes, several well-known historians and authors specializing in Wisconsin and
Midwest history have published with the press, including John Gurda and John
W. Jenkins.

Can educators use Wisconsin Historical Society Press
books in their curriculum?

Absolutely, many of the press's publications are designed to support
educational use and are valuable resources for teachers and students studying
Wisconsin history.

Additional Resources

1. The Wisconsin Idea: History and Legacy

This book explores the origins and development of the Wisconsin Idea, a
progressive political philosophy that emphasizes the role of government in
promoting social welfare and education. It traces the influence of the
Wisconsin Idea on state and national policies, highlighting key figures and
events that shaped this legacy. Readers gain insight into how this philosophy
continues to impact Wisconsin and American society today.

2. Logging the Northwoods: Wisconsin’s Timber Industry

Delve into the history of Wisconsin’s booming timber industry in the 19th and
early 20th centuries. This book details the lives of loggers, the
environmental impact of logging, and the economic significance of timber to
the state’s development. Richly illustrated with period photographs and maps,
it offers a vivid portrayal of life in the Northwoods during this
transformative era.

3. Immigrant Stories of Wisconsin

This collection of personal narratives and historical essays sheds light on
the diverse immigrant communities that shaped Wisconsin’s cultural landscape.
From German and Scandinavian settlers to more recent arrivals, the book
examines the challenges and contributions of immigrants in building the
state’s identity. It also discusses how these communities preserved their
traditions while adapting to American life.

4. Milwaukee’s Brewing Heritage

Explore the rise of Milwaukee as America’s brewing capital through this
comprehensive history of its famous breweries and beer culture. The book
covers the entrepreneurial spirit of immigrant brewers, the impact of
Prohibition, and the resurgence of craft brewing. It also highlights how
brewing influenced Milwaukee'’s economy and social fabric over the centuries.

5. The Civil War in Wisconsin

This detailed account focuses on Wisconsin’s role in the Civil War, from the
state’s political climate to the experiences of its soldiers on the
battlefield. Using letters, diaries, and official records, the book provides
a personal and military history perspective. It also addresses the war’s
lasting effects on Wisconsin’s communities and veterans.

6. Native Peoples of Wisconsin: A Cultural History
This volume presents a comprehensive study of Wisconsin’s indigenous peoples,



including the Menominee, Ho-Chunk, Ojibwe, and Potawatomi tribes. It covers
their histories, traditions, and interactions with European settlers. The
book also discusses contemporary issues facing Native communities and efforts
to preserve their heritage.

7. Women of Wisconsin: Pioneers and Progressives

Highlighting the stories of influential women in Wisconsin’s history, this
book documents their roles in social reform, politics, education, and labor
movements. It features biographies and essays that celebrate their
achievements and struggles. The work underscores the impact of Wisconsin
women on both state and national levels.

8. The Great Lakes and Wisconsin’s Maritime History

Focusing on Wisconsin’s connection to the Great Lakes, this book explores
maritime commerce, shipbuilding, and the lives of sailors and dockworkers. It
describes the importance of waterways in the state’s economic growth and
cultural exchanges. Readers will find engaging accounts of shipwrecks,
lighthouses, and maritime traditions.

9. Historic Wisconsin Architecture: From Frontier to Modern

This book surveys the architectural evolution in Wisconsin, showcasing styles
from early log cabins to modern urban designs. It highlights significant
buildings, architects, and preservation efforts. With detailed photographs
and floor plans, the book appeals to enthusiasts of history, architecture,
and cultural heritage.
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