
wood truss design guide
Wood truss design guide is an essential resource for architects, engineers, and builders
involved in the construction of residential and commercial structures. Wood trusses play a
pivotal role in providing structural support and stability, and understanding their design is
crucial for ensuring the safety and durability of a building. This article will delve into the
various aspects of wood truss design, including types of trusses, design considerations,
materials, load calculations, and common applications.

Types of Wood Trusses

Wood trusses come in various designs, each suited to different architectural needs and
load requirements. Here are some common types:

1. King Post Truss
- Description: The simplest form of truss, featuring a vertical post (king post) at the center.
- Use: Ideal for short spans, typically up to 20 feet.
- Applications: Often used in small structures like sheds or garages.

2. Queen Post Truss
- Description: Similar to the king post truss but includes two vertical posts (queen posts).
- Use: Suitable for spans of 20 to 30 feet.
- Applications: Common in larger residential buildings and light commercial structures.

3. Howe Truss
- Description: Features diagonal members that slope towards the center and vertical
members.
- Use: Effective for longer spans, usually up to 60 feet.
- Applications: Bridges, warehouses, and large open spaces.

4. Pratt Truss
- Description: Characterized by diagonal members that slope towards the ends.
- Use: Excellent for various spans, can exceed 60 feet.
- Applications: Bridges, gymnasiums, and industrial buildings.

5. Fink Truss
- Description: A popular design with a series of smaller triangles, providing stability and
strength.



- Use: Typically spans 20 to 40 feet.
- Applications: Roofs of homes and light commercial buildings.

Design Considerations

When designing wood trusses, several critical factors must be considered to ensure
optimal performance and safety.

1. Load Analysis
- Dead Load: The weight of the truss itself plus any permanent fixtures.
- Live Load: Temporary forces acting on the truss, such as occupants, furniture, or snow.
- Environmental Load: Additional factors such as wind, seismic activity, and temperature
changes.

2. Span and Spacing
- Span: The distance between supports. Longer spans require more robust designs.
- Spacing: Typically ranges from 24 inches to 48 inches on center, depending on the
design and load requirements.

3. Material Selection
- Wood Type: Common choices include Douglas Fir, Southern Pine, and Spruce-Pine-Fir
(SPF).
- Grade of Wood: Higher-grade lumber provides better strength and stability.
- Treatment: Consideration for treatment against pests and moisture, especially in high-
humidity areas.

4. Connection Details
- Types of Connections: Steel plates, bolts, or wooden gussets.
- Design for Connections: Must account for shear and tension forces to prevent failure at
joints.

Load Calculations

Load calculations are vital in wood truss design. Here’s a simplified approach to
calculating loads:



1. Determine Dead Load
- Calculate the total dead load based on the weight of the truss and any permanent
fixtures.
- Use standard weights for materials (e.g., roofing, insulation).

2. Determine Live Load
- Refer to local building codes for prescribed live loads based on structure type.
- For residential buildings, a common live load is 40 psf (pounds per square foot).

3. Combined Load Calculation
- Use the formula: Total Load = Dead Load + Live Load.
- Factor in any additional environmental loads as necessary.

4. Truss Analysis
- Employ methods such as the Method of Joints or Method of Sections to analyze forces
within the truss.
- Software tools can also assist in complex calculations.

Common Applications of Wood Trusses

Wood trusses are versatile and find applications in various construction scenarios:

1. Residential Roofs
- Common Use: Roof support in single-family homes.
- Benefits: Cost-effective, lightweight, and efficient use of materials.

2. Commercial Buildings
- Common Use: Large open spaces in retail or office buildings.
- Benefits: Supports wide spans with minimal interior columns.

3. Agricultural Structures
- Common Use: Barns and storage facilities for equipment and livestock.
- Benefits: Adaptable designs to accommodate different agricultural needs.



4. Bridges
- Common Use: Short-span pedestrian and vehicular bridges.
- Benefits: Aesthetic appeal and efficient load distribution.

5. Recreational Facilities
- Common Use: Gymnasiums, arenas, and community centers.
- Benefits: Allows for large unobstructed spaces for various activities.

Best Practices in Wood Truss Design

To ensure the best results in wood truss design, adhere to the following best practices:

1. Follow Local Building Codes
- Always check local regulations and codes to ensure compliance with safety standards.

2. Collaborate with Professionals
- Engage architects and structural engineers for complex designs to ensure structural
integrity.

3. Use Quality Materials
- Invest in high-quality wood and connections to enhance the durability and longevity of
the truss.

4. Consider Sustainability
- Select sustainably sourced wood and consider eco-friendly treatments to minimize
environmental impact.

5. Regular Maintenance
- Plan for periodic inspections and maintenance to address any potential issues early on.

Conclusion

In summary, the wood truss design guide encompasses a wide range of considerations,
from understanding different types of trusses to conducting thorough load calculations



and adhering to local building codes. By following best practices and leveraging
professional expertise, builders and designers can create safe, durable, and aesthetically
pleasing structures that meet the needs of their clients. Whether for residential,
commercial, or agricultural applications, wood trusses remain a vital component in
modern construction, combining functionality with design flexibility. As the industry
evolves, embracing innovative materials and techniques will continue to enhance the
efficiency and sustainability of wood truss designs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key factors to consider in wood truss
design?
Key factors include span length, load types (dead, live, snow, wind), material properties,
and local building codes.

How do you determine the appropriate size of a wood
truss?
The size is determined based on the span, load requirements, and the type of wood being
used, often calculated using structural engineering principles.

What are the benefits of using wood trusses in
construction?
Wood trusses offer benefits such as lightweight structure, cost-effectiveness, ease of
installation, and sustainability due to renewable materials.

What types of wood are commonly used for truss
design?
Common types include Douglas fir, Southern yellow pine, and engineered wood products
like laminated veneer lumber (LVL) and glulam.

How do environmental factors affect wood truss design?
Environmental factors such as moisture, temperature, and exposure to pests can affect
wood strength and durability, necessitating protective measures and design adjustments.

What software tools are recommended for designing
wood trusses?
Recommended software includes AutoCAD, RISA, and SketchUp along with specialized
truss design programs like MiTek and Alpine for detailed analysis.



What are common mistakes to avoid in wood truss
design?
Common mistakes include underestimating load requirements, ignoring local codes,
improper connection detailing, and failing to consider wood shrinkage and expansion.
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