
word power made easy by norman lewis

Word Power Made Easy by Norman Lewis is a comprehensive vocabulary-building program designed to
enhance your language skills and improve your command of the English language. Initially published in
1949, this book has remained a staple for students, professionals, and anyone seeking to expand their
vocabulary. The effectiveness of the methods employed by Lewis has helped countless individuals
articulate their thoughts more clearly and expressively. In this article, we will delve into the key features
of the book, its methodology, and its lasting impact on readers.

Overview of Word Power Made Easy

“Word Power Made Easy” is not just a dictionary or a list of words; it is a structured vocabulary-building
course. The book is divided into 46 sessions that are designed to be completed over a period of time,
allowing readers to absorb the material effectively. The sessions are crafted to teach new words through a
variety of engaging exercises, quizzes, and etymology-based learning methods.

Key Features of the Book

1. Etymology-Based Learning: One of the standout features of the book is its focus on the roots of words.
Norman Lewis emphasizes understanding the origin of words, which helps readers decipher unfamiliar
terms. This approach not only makes it easier to remember words but also enhances overall comprehension.

2. Progressive Learning Structure: The book is structured in a way that gradually increases in complexity.
Each session builds upon the previous one, ensuring that readers are not overwhelmed by too much
information at once. This progressive style allows users to develop their vocabulary in a structured manner.

3. Interactive Exercises: Each session contains a variety of exercises that engage readers in active learning.
These exercises include fill-in-the-blank activities, matching words with their definitions, and quizzes that
reinforce the material covered. This active participation is critical for retention and understanding.

4. Practical Application: The book goes beyond merely teaching words; it encourages readers to use them in
their everyday conversations and writing. By providing context and examples, Lewis helps readers
understand how to incorporate new vocabulary into their lexicon naturally.

5. Self-Assessment Quizzes: At the end of each session, quizzes allow readers to assess their understanding
and retention of the material. These quizzes are a critical component of the learning process, as they
provide immediate feedback and highlight areas for improvement.



Methodology of Word Power Made Easy

The methodology employed by Norman Lewis in “Word Power Made Easy” is rooted in several key
principles that enhance vocabulary acquisition:

Etymology and Word Roots

Understanding the roots of words is essential for vocabulary building. Lewis teaches readers how to
identify prefixes, suffixes, and root words, enabling them to make educated guesses about unfamiliar words.
For example, knowing that "bene" means good can help someone understand words like "beneficial" or
"benevolent."

Repetition and Reinforcement

Repetition is a cornerstone of effective learning. Each session revisits previously learned words, ensuring
that they remain fresh in the reader's mind. This reinforcement helps solidify the connections between
words and their meanings.

Contextual Learning

Lewis emphasizes learning words in context rather than in isolation. By providing sentences and scenarios
in which words are used, he helps readers understand the nuances of each term. This method allows for a
deeper comprehension of words and their appropriate usage.

Active Engagement

The interactive exercises throughout the book require readers to engage actively with the material. This
active participation is proven to enhance memory retention, making it more likely that learners will
remember the words they encounter.

The Impact of Word Power Made Easy

The influence of “Word Power Made Easy” extends far beyond its pages. Its impact can be seen in various
areas:



Academic Success

Students who utilize this book often experience improved performance in their academic pursuits. A robust
vocabulary can lead to better grades in writing classes, standardized tests, and comprehension assessments.
Many students report feeling more confident in their ability to articulate their thoughts and ideas.

Professional Development

In the professional realm, effective communication is crucial. A strong vocabulary can set individuals apart
in interviews, presentations, and written communications. Many professionals credit “Word Power Made
Easy” with enhancing their careers by providing them with the tools needed to communicate more
effectively.

Personal Growth

Beyond academics and careers, a rich vocabulary can enhance personal relationships and self-expression.
Individuals who invest time in vocabulary building often find that they can better articulate their feelings,
leading to more meaningful conversations and connections.

How to Use Word Power Made Easy Effectively

To maximize the benefits of “Word Power Made Easy,” readers should adopt a strategic approach to their
study:

Set Realistic Goals: Commit to completing one session per day or week, depending on your schedule.1.
Consistency is key.

Practice Regularly: Incorporate new words into your daily conversations or writing. The more you2.
use them, the more likely they are to stick.

Review Frequently: Periodically go back to previous sessions and quizzes to reinforce your learning.3.

Engage with Others: Discuss new words and concepts with friends or study groups. Teaching others4.
can further solidify your understanding.

Utilize Additional Resources: Consider using flashcards or vocabulary apps to supplement your5.



learning.

Conclusion

“Word Power Made Easy” by Norman Lewis is more than just a vocabulary book; it is a comprehensive
learning tool designed to empower individuals with the language skills necessary for academic,
professional, and personal success. Its unique approach, combining etymology, repetition, and contextual
learning, sets it apart from traditional vocabulary-building resources.

Whether you're a student looking to enhance your academic performance, a professional seeking to
improve your communication skills, or simply someone interested in expanding your vocabulary, “Word
Power Made Easy” offers valuable insights and practical strategies. By committing to this program, readers
can unlock the full potential of their language abilities and enjoy the many benefits that come with a rich
vocabulary.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of 'Word Power Made Easy' by Norman
Lewis?
The primary purpose of 'Word Power Made Easy' is to enhance vocabulary through a series of engaging
exercises, etymology lessons, and practical techniques, making it easier for readers to learn and retain new
words.

How does 'Word Power Made Easy' approach vocabulary building?
The book uses a systematic approach that includes root words, prefixes, and suffixes, allowing readers to
understand the structure of words and derive meanings, which aids in retention and comprehension.

Is 'Word Power Made Easy' suitable for all age groups?
Yes, 'Word Power Made Easy' is suitable for a wide range of age groups, from high school students to
adults, as it provides a foundational understanding of vocabulary that can benefit anyone looking to improve
their language skills.



What unique features does Norman Lewis incorporate in his vocabulary
lessons?
Norman Lewis incorporates mnemonic devices, quizzes, and a variety of exercises designed to reinforce
learning, making the process of expanding vocabulary enjoyable and effective.

Can 'Word Power Made Easy' help with standardized tests like the SAT
or GRE?
Yes, 'Word Power Made Easy' can be very helpful for standardized tests like the SAT or GRE, as it equips
students with a strong vocabulary foundation and strategies for understanding complex words that often
appear on these exams.
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