
words their way letter and picture sorts
for emergent spellers
Words Their Way Letter and Picture Sorts for Emergent Spellers are essential tools in early
literacy education. These engaging sorting activities help young learners develop phonemic
awareness, letter recognition, and vocabulary skills, forming a strong foundation for reading
and writing. In this article, we will explore the importance of these sorts, how they can be
implemented in the classroom, and provide practical tips and resources for educators and
parents alike.

Understanding Emergent Spelling

Emergent spellers are typically children aged 4 to 7 years old who are just beginning to
explore the written language. Their spelling development is marked by several key
characteristics:

- Phonetic Spelling: Children often spell words as they sound, which may lead to inventive
or unconventional spellings.
- Letter Recognition: They begin to recognize and produce letters and their corresponding
sounds.
- Word Awareness: Emergent spellers start to understand that words are made up of sounds
and letters.

Recognizing these characteristics is crucial for educators, as it allows them to tailor
instruction to meet the unique needs of emergent spellers.

The Role of Sorting Activities

Sorting activities, such as letter and picture sorts, are highly effective in supporting
emergent spellers. They encourage active engagement and help children make connections
between sounds, letters, and meanings. The goals of these sorting activities include:

- Developing Phonemic Awareness: Sorting helps children hear and identify sounds in
words, which is foundational for reading and writing.
- Enhancing Vocabulary: Exposure to a diverse set of words through sorting activities
expands children’s vocabulary.
- Improving Letter Recognition: Hands-on sorting allows children to practice recognizing and
naming letters in a meaningful context.

Types of Letter and Picture Sorts

There are various types of letter and picture sorts that can be used to support emergent



spellers. Here are some effective examples:

1. Sound Sorts:
- Purpose: To help children identify initial sounds in words.
- Activity: Provide a set of pictures or words that start with the same sound and others that
do not. Children sort them into two groups based on their initial sounds.

2. Vowel Sorts:
- Purpose: To focus on vowel sounds and their variations.
- Activity: Present pictures or words that contain different vowels. Children sort them based
on the vowel sound they hear.

3. Consonant Blends and Digraphs:
- Purpose: To introduce children to consonant blends and digraphs.
- Activity: Create sorts where children can group words that begin with blends (e.g., 'br',
'cl') or digraphs (e.g., 'ch', 'sh').

4. Word Family Sorts:
- Purpose: To build awareness of common spelling patterns.
- Activity: Provide words that belong to the same family (e.g., -at, -an). Children sort them
based on their endings.

5. Picture Sorts:
- Purpose: To enhance vocabulary through visual representation.
- Activity: Use picture cards for sorting based on categories, such as animals, objects, or
colors.

Implementing Letter and Picture Sorts in the
Classroom

To effectively implement letter and picture sorts in the classroom, educators should
consider the following steps:

1. Prepare Materials
- Gather a variety of pictures or words that fit the sorting criteria.
- Create sorting mats or charts for children to use during the activity.
- Ensure that materials are age-appropriate and engaging.

2. Introduce the Concept
- Clearly explain the sorting activity to the students.
- Use examples to demonstrate how to sort items based on the given criteria.
- Encourage discussions about the sounds and letters as they sort.



3. Facilitate the Activity
- Allow children to work independently or in pairs to promote collaboration.
- Circulate around the classroom to provide support and ask guiding questions.
- Encourage children to explain their sorting choices to reinforce their understanding.

4. Reflect and Assess
- After the activity, engage students in a discussion about what they learned.
- Assess their understanding through informal observations and discussions.
- Use the insights gained to inform future instruction.

Tips for Success

To maximize the effectiveness of letter and picture sorts, consider these tips:

- Incorporate Variety: Use a range of sorting activities to maintain interest and cater to
different learning styles.
- Use Real-Life Connections: Connect sorting activities to children's lives by using familiar
words and pictures.
- Encourage Peer Interaction: Allow students to work together, fostering social skills and
collaborative learning.
- Differentiate Instruction: Tailor sorting activities to meet the varying needs and skill levels
of students.
- Integrate Technology: Utilize digital resources, such as interactive sorting games or apps,
to engage tech-savvy learners.

Resources for Educators and Parents

Several resources can assist educators and parents in implementing effective letter and
picture sorts:

1. Books:
- "Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction" by
Donald R. Bear et al. provides comprehensive guidance on word sorting activities.

2. Websites:
- Teachers Pay Teachers: A platform where educators can find and share resources,
including sorting activities and printables.
- Education.com: Offers a variety of worksheets and activities for emergent spellers.

3. Apps:
- Starfall: An educational app that supports literacy development through interactive games
and activities.
- ABCmouse: An app that provides a wide range of activities for early learners, including
sorting games.



4. Community Resources:
- Local libraries often offer resources and programs focused on early literacy, including
workshops for parents and educators.

Conclusion

Words Their Way Letter and Picture Sorts for Emergent Spellers are invaluable tools that
foster early literacy skills in a fun and engaging manner. By implementing these sorting
activities in the classroom, educators can enhance phonemic awareness, vocabulary, and
letter recognition among young learners. With proper preparation, thoughtful
implementation, and a wealth of resources, emergent spellers can thrive in their journey
toward becoming proficient readers and writers. By investing time and effort into these
foundational skills, we empower children to develop a love for language that will last a
lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Words Their Way letter and picture sorts?
Words Their Way letter and picture sorts are instructional activities designed to help
emergent spellers develop phonemic awareness and letter-sound correspondence through
sorting words and pictures based on specific attributes.

How do letter sorts benefit emergent spellers?
Letter sorts help emergent spellers recognize letters, understand their sounds, and
categorize words, which builds a foundation for spelling and reading skills.

What types of sorting categories are commonly used in
letter and picture sorts?
Common sorting categories include initial sounds, vowel sounds, word families, and visual
features like number of syllables or letter shapes.

At what age or grade level should educators start using
letter and picture sorts?
Educators typically start using letter and picture sorts with preschoolers and
kindergarteners, but they can be adapted for older students who are emergent spellers.

How can teachers implement these sorts effectively in
the classroom?
Teachers can implement these sorts by providing a variety of pictures and words, guiding



students in sorting them, and encouraging discussions about the sorting criteria to enhance
understanding.

What are some examples of activities that complement
letter and picture sorts?
Activities that complement letter and picture sorts include interactive games, matching
activities, and using technology for digital sorting tasks to engage students further.

How can parents support emergent spellers with letter
and picture sorts at home?
Parents can support emergent spellers by creating simple sorting games with household
items or flashcards, reading together, and encouraging children to identify letters and
sounds in their environment.
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