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Overview of "Working for the Devil" by Lilith
Saintcrow

Working for the Devil is a captivating urban fantasy novel by Lilith
Saintcrow that introduces readers to the gritty, supernatural underbelly of a
world filled with demons, magic, and complex characters. Published in 2008,
this book is the first installment in the "Jill Kismet" series, where readers
are taken on a thrilling journey through the life of Jill Kismet, a bounty
hunter who navigates the treacherous terrain of a city that is as dangerous
as it is alluring.

Plot Summary

The story centers around Jill Kismet, a fierce and resourceful bounty hunter
who has a unique set of skills that allow her to track and capture
supernatural beings. Jill is not just an ordinary bounty hunter; she has a
complicated past marked by loss and trauma, which shapes her character and
motivations throughout the series.

When a powerful demon begins to wreak havoc, Jill finds herself drawn into a
dangerous game of cat and mouse, where she must confront her own demons—both
literally and figuratively. As she delves deeper into the mystery surrounding
the demon, she uncovers a conspiracy that threatens the very fabric of her
world.

Main Characters

1. Jill Kismet: The protagonist, a tough and determined bounty hunter with a
dark past. She has a strong sense of justice and is willing to risk
everything to protect those she cares about.

2. The Demon: The antagonist of the story, whose motives and power drive the
plot's conflict. The demon embodies the chaos and danger that Jill must
confront.

3. Other Hunters: Various characters from Jill's professional life, including
allies and rivals, who add depth and complexity to the narrative.

Thematic Elements



"Working for the Devil" explores several themes that resonate throughout the
novel:

1. Morality and Ethics

Jill Kismet operates in a morally ambiguous world, where the lines between
right and wrong are often blurred. The novel challenges readers to consider
the ethics of hunting down supernatural beings and the implications of Jill's
choices.

2. Trauma and Healing

Jill's past experiences of loss and trauma shape her character and actions.
The story highlights the importance of confronting one's demons, both
internal and external, in the journey toward healing and redemption.

3. Power and Control

The dynamics of power play a significant role in the story, as various
characters vie for control over supernatural beings and the balance of power
in the city. Jill's struggle against the demon exemplifies the fight for
agency in a world filled with chaos.

Writing Style and Tone

Lilith Saintcrow's writing style is characterized by its gritty realism,
vivid imagery, and a fast-paced narrative that keeps readers engaged. The
tone of the novel blends dark themes with moments of humor and introspection,
creating a balanced reading experience. Saintcrow's ability to craft
intricate world-building and compelling character development makes "Working
for the Devil" a standout in the urban fantasy genre.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "Working for the Devil" received positive reviews from both
critics and readers. The book was praised for its strong female protagonist,
intricate plot, and engaging writing style.

Some notable aspects of its reception include:

- Strong Character Development: Critics highlighted Jill Kismet's depth and



complexity, making her a relatable and compelling protagonist.

- Engaging World-Building: Readers appreciated the richly imagined world that
Saintcrow created, filled with supernatural elements that felt both familiar
and fresh.

- Genre Appeal: The novel has garnered a loyal fan base within the urban
fantasy genre, appealing to readers who enjoy dark fantasy and supernatural
thrillers.

Continuing the Series

"Working for the Devil" is just the beginning of Jill Kismet's journey. The
series continues with several sequels that further explore Jill's character
and the challenges she faces. Each book builds upon the foundation laid in
the first, deepening the lore and expanding the universe.

Subsequent Books in the Series

1. "Dead Man Rising": The second book delves deeper into Jill's struggles as
she confronts new threats and allies in her quest for justice.

2. "The Devil's Right Hand": This installment explores the consequences of
Jill's past decisions and how they affect her present.

3. "Betrayals": A thrilling continuation that tests Jill's loyalties and
challenges her understanding of trust and betrayal.

Conclusion

"Working for the Devil" by Lilith Saintcrow is an enthralling urban fantasy
novel that captivates readers with its intricate plot, complex characters,
and rich thematic elements. Through the lens of Jill Kismet's journey, the
book explores profound questions of morality, trauma, and the nature of
power. As the first book in the series, it sets the stage for further
adventures that continue to engage and inspire readers.

If you're a fan of urban fantasy or looking for a gripping story filled with
supernatural intrigue, "Working for the Devil" is an excellent choice that
promises to keep you on the edge of your seat. With its strong characters and
a world that feels both real and fantastical, Lilith Saintcrow's work is sure
to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main premise of 'Working for the Devil'
by Lilith Saintcrow?

The book follows the story of Dante Valentine, a bounty hunter in a dark
urban fantasy setting, who is forced to work for the devil to save her own
life and battle various supernatural threats.

How does Lilith Saintcrow blend genres in 'Working
for the Devil'?

Saintcrow combines elements of urban fantasy, horror, and thriller, creating
a rich narrative that explores themes of morality, power, and the
supernatural.

What themes are explored in 'Working for the Devil'?

The novel delves into themes of sacrifice, the nature of good and evil,
personal agency, and the consequences of one's choices, particularly in the
context of dealing with darker forces.

Who are the main characters in 'Working for the
Devil'?

The main characters include Dante Valentine, the strong-willed protagonist,
and her enigmatic employer, the devil, as well as various allies and
adversaries she encounters throughout her journey.

What makes Dante Valentine a compelling protagonist?

Dante's complex personality, her moral dilemmas, her resilience in the face
of danger, and her struggle to maintain her humanity while navigating a
treacherous world make her a relatable and compelling character.

Is 'Working for the Devil' part of a series?

Yes, 'Working for the Devil' is the first book in the Dante Valentine series,
which continues to explore her adventures and the consequences of her choices
in subsequent novels.
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