
world war 1 begins lesson 1 answer key
world war 1 begins lesson 1 answer key provides a comprehensive overview of the initial phase
of the First World War, enabling students and educators to grasp the critical events and causes
leading up to this global conflict. This lesson focuses on the complex web of alliances, political
tensions, and key incidents that triggered the outbreak of war in 1914. Understanding the
background and sequence of events is essential for comprehending the broader implications of
World War I, often described as the war to end all wars. This article delivers an authoritative and
detailed explanation aligned with educational objectives, making it a valuable resource for lesson
planning and review. The following sections will cover the causes of the war, the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, declarations of war, and the early military movements. By following this
structured guide, learners can gain a clear and factual insight into how World War I began.

Causes of World War I

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

Declarations of War and Mobilization

Early Military Strategies and Movements

Summary of Lesson 1 Key Points

Causes of World War I
The origins of World War I are rooted in a complex set of political, economic, and social factors that
had been developing throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The lesson 1 answer key
emphasizes the importance of understanding these causes to fully grasp why the war began in 1914.
Several key elements contributed to the outbreak of the war, including militarism, alliances,
imperialism, and nationalism.

Militarism and Arms Race
Militarism played a significant role in escalating tensions among European powers. Countries
invested heavily in expanding their armies and navies, leading to an arms race that increased
suspicion and fear. The buildup of military strength made diplomatic resolutions more difficult and
prepared nations for conflict.

Alliance Systems
Two major alliance systems dominated Europe before the war: the Triple Entente, consisting of
France, Russia, and Great Britain, and the Triple Alliance, made up of Germany, Austria-Hungary,
and Italy. These alliances were intended for mutual defense but created a situation where a conflict



involving one country could quickly involve others, turning a regional dispute into a world war.

Imperialism and Competition
Imperial rivalries also fueled tensions, as European powers competed for colonies and resources
around the globe. This competition heightened distrust and hostility, particularly between Germany
and Britain, who were vying for naval supremacy and colonial dominance.

Nationalism
Nationalism, or strong patriotic feelings and desires for independence among ethnic groups, further
destabilized Europe. In particular, Slavic nationalism in the Balkans threatened the Austro-
Hungarian Empire’s control over its diverse populations, creating a volatile environment.

Summary of Main Causes

Militarism and arms buildup

Complex alliance systems

Imperialist competition for colonies

Nationalist movements and ethnic tensions

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary is widely recognized as the
immediate catalyst that triggered World War I. This event is a crucial part of the world war 1 begins
lesson 1 answer key, as it highlights how a single incident can escalate into a global conflict due to
the existing tensions and alliances.

Background of the Archduke and the Political Climate
Franz Ferdinand was the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. His visit to Sarajevo, the capital of
Bosnia, was seen as provocative by Serbian nationalists who opposed Austro-Hungarian rule over
Slavic territories. The political climate was highly charged, with nationalist groups seeking
independence or unification with Serbia.



The Assassination Event
On June 28, 1914, Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Black Hand, a Serbian nationalist organization,
assassinated Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie. This act was intended to strike a blow against
Austro-Hungarian authority and ignite nationalist fervor.

Immediate Repercussions
The assassination set off a chain reaction. Austria-Hungary issued an ultimatum to Serbia with
demands that were difficult to accept fully. When Serbia’s response failed to satisfy Austria-
Hungary, the empire declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914. This declaration activated the alliance
systems, pulling multiple countries into the conflict.

Declarations of War and Mobilization
The period following the assassination saw rapid declarations of war and military mobilizations. The
lesson 1 answer key outlines the timeline and decisions of key nations that transformed a regional
crisis into a full-scale war involving many of the world’s major powers.

Austro-Hungarian Declaration of War on Serbia
After Serbia rejected some of Austria-Hungary’s ultimatum demands, Austria-Hungary declared war.
This was the first official act of war in the conflict and marked the beginning of hostilities.

Russia’s Mobilization
Russia, allied with Serbia and concerned about Austro-Hungarian expansion, began mobilizing its
army to defend Serbia. This mobilization alarmed Germany, Austria-Hungary’s ally, and increased
tensions.

Germany’s Declarations and War Plans
Germany declared war on Russia on August 1, 1914, and on France on August 3, 1914. Germany
implemented the Schlieffen Plan, which involved invading France through Belgium to quickly defeat
France before turning attention to Russia.

Britain’s Entry into the War
Britain declared war on Germany on August 4, 1914, after Germany violated Belgium’s neutrality.
Britain’s involvement marked the expansion of the conflict beyond the continent.



Summary Timeline of Early War Declarations

July 28, 1914: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia1.

August 1, 1914: Germany declares war on Russia2.

August 3, 1914: Germany declares war on France3.

August 4, 1914: Britain declares war on Germany4.

Early Military Strategies and Movements
Understanding the initial military strategies and movements is essential to grasp how World War I
unfolded after its outbreak. The world war 1 begins lesson 1 answer key includes details about the
plans and battles that shaped the early phase of the conflict.

The Schlieffen Plan
The German military strategy known as the Schlieffen Plan aimed to avoid a two-front war by quickly
defeating France in the west before turning to fight Russia in the east. This plan involved a rapid
invasion through Belgium, which brought Britain into the war due to treaty obligations.

The Battle of the Frontiers
Initial clashes known collectively as the Battle of the Frontiers occurred along the borders of France,
Belgium, and Germany. These battles were characterized by rapid movements and high casualties,
setting the tone for a prolonged and brutal war.

Russia’s Eastern Front Movements
On the Eastern Front, Russia launched offensives into East Prussia, forcing Germany to divert troops
from the west. Despite early advances, Russia faced logistical challenges and suffered heavy losses.

Trench Warfare Emergence
By late 1914, the front lines stabilized, and both sides began digging trenches, marking the
beginning of trench warfare. This defensive strategy led to a stalemate that would last for years.



Summary of Lesson 1 Key Points
The world war 1 begins lesson 1 answer key consolidates the crucial information about the outbreak
of World War I. It underscores the multifaceted causes, from nationalism and alliances to militarism,
and details the spark provided by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. The rapid
declarations of war and mobilizations highlight how interconnected alliances escalated the conflict
into a global war. Early military strategies, such as the Schlieffen Plan, shaped the initial battles and
the transition to trench warfare. This foundational knowledge is vital for further study of World War
I’s complex history and consequences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What event is commonly recognized as the immediate trigger
for the start of World War 1?
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary on June 28, 1914, is commonly
recognized as the immediate trigger for the start of World War 1.

Which countries were part of the Allied Powers at the
beginning of World War 1?
At the beginning of World War 1, the main Allied Powers included France, Russia, and the United
Kingdom.

What was the role of the system of alliances in the outbreak of
World War 1?
The system of alliances created a web of commitments that escalated a regional conflict into a full-
scale world war, as allied countries were drawn into the conflict following Austria-Hungary's
declaration of war on Serbia.

How did militarism contribute to the start of World War 1?
Militarism led to an arms race and a belief in the power of strong military forces, which increased
tensions and made countries more willing to resort to war to resolve disputes.

What was the significance of the July Crisis in 1914?
The July Crisis was a series of diplomatic and military escalations following the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, ultimately leading to Austria-Hungary declaring war on Serbia and the
outbreak of World War 1.

Which empire's decline contributed to the tensions leading to



World War 1?
The decline of the Ottoman Empire contributed to tensions, as its weakening created power vacuums
and conflicts in the Balkans.

What role did nationalism play in causing World War 1?
Nationalism fueled competition and hostility between nations and ethnic groups, particularly in the
Balkans, where Slavic nationalists sought independence from Austria-Hungary.

Why was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
significant in the context of World War 1?
The assassination was significant because it set off a chain reaction of political and military
mobilizations that led to the outbreak of the war.

How did the militarization of European powers affect
diplomatic relations before World War 1?
Militarization increased distrust and fear among European powers, making diplomacy more difficult
and increasing the likelihood of war.

What was the Schlieffen Plan and how did it relate to the start
of World War 1?
The Schlieffen Plan was Germany's military strategy to quickly defeat France by invading through
Belgium, which led to Britain declaring war on Germany after the violation of Belgian neutrality.

Additional Resources
1. The Guns of August by Barbara W. Tuchman
This classic work details the first month of World War I, focusing on the political and military events
that led to the outbreak of the conflict. Tuchman vividly describes the decisions, misunderstandings,
and strategies that shaped the war’s beginning. It provides a comprehensive overview suitable for
students studying the origins of WWI.

2. World War I: The Definitive Visual History by R.G. Grant
This book offers a richly illustrated account of the First World War’s causes, major battles, and
aftermath. It includes detailed timelines and maps that help readers understand how the war started
and progressed. The visual elements make it a great resource for learners needing clear and
engaging explanations.

3. The First World War: A New History by Hew Strachan
Strachan’s book explores the political tensions and alliances that triggered WWI, giving readers
insight into the complex causes of the war. It also covers the early campaigns and the global impact
of the conflict’s beginning. This book is well-suited for those looking to deepen their understanding
of the war’s origins.



4. World War I Begins: The Road to War by Edward S. Kershaw
Focused specifically on the events leading up to WWI, this book examines the diplomatic failures and
national rivalries that ignited the conflict. Kershaw provides a clear narrative of how the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand set off a chain reaction. It is ideal for lessons centered
on the war’s outbreak.

5. 1914: The Year the World Ended by Margaret MacMillan
MacMillan offers a detailed exploration of the year 1914, capturing the mood, politics, and key
moments that led to the war. She highlights how a complex web of alliances and misunderstandings
pushed Europe into conflict. This book helps students grasp the multifaceted nature of WWI’s
beginnings.

6. The War That Ended Peace: The Road to 1914 by Margaret MacMillan
This comprehensive account delves into the political and social conditions before WWI, explaining
how peace ultimately failed. MacMillan’s narrative covers the buildup of tensions and the critical
decisions made by European leaders. It is a valuable resource for understanding the causes of the
war.

7. World War I: The Origins by Jay Winter
Winter’s book focuses on the origins of WWI, analyzing the interplay of nationalism, militarism, and
alliances. It provides insights into how these factors contributed to the war’s outbreak in 1914. This
concise work is useful for students needing a focused introduction to the war’s beginnings.

8. Causes of World War I by Patricia M. Ebrey
This accessible text outlines the major causes of WWI, including imperialism, nationalism, and the
arms race. Ebrey presents the material in a straightforward manner, making it suitable for younger
learners or introductory lessons. The book also includes discussion questions to aid comprehension.

9. The Outbreak of the First World War by Edward Townend
Townend’s work examines the immediate events and political decisions that led to the start of WWI.
It provides a detailed timeline and analysis of key moments such as the assassination of Franz
Ferdinand. This book is an excellent answer key resource for lesson plans focused on the war’s
outbreak.
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