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world war 2 causes of ww2 key terms worksheet answers provide an essential
framework for understanding the complex factors that led to one of the most devastating
conflicts in modern history. This article offers a comprehensive exploration of the main
causes of World War II, incorporating key terms and concepts commonly found in
educational worksheets and study materials. By examining political, economic, and social
factors, as well as significant events and ideologies, readers will gain a clear
understanding of how the war erupted. The detailed explanations of key terms and their
historical context aim to clarify the multifaceted origins of the conflict. Additionally, this
resource serves as an ideal guide for students and educators seeking accurate worksheet
answers related to the causes of World War II. The following sections break down the
major elements that contributed to the outbreak of the war, ensuring a thorough grasp of
these critical topics.
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Economic Factors Leading to War
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Overview of Key Causes of World War II
Understanding the causes of World War II requires a multifaceted approach. The conflict
did not arise from a single event but from a combination of unresolved issues following
World War I, economic instability, the rise of aggressive political ideologies, and failures in
diplomacy. These causes are often explored in educational worksheets through key terms
and events that highlight the progression toward global war. This section provides a broad
overview of the main factors that historians identify as leading to the outbreak of World
War II.

Long-term Causes
Long-term causes include the aftermath of World War I, particularly the harsh conditions



imposed on Germany, which fostered resentment and nationalism. The weakness of the
League of Nations and the policy of appeasement also contributed to an environment in
which aggressive nations felt emboldened. Economic instability during the Great
Depression further destabilized countries and increased tensions.

Short-term Causes
Short-term causes refer to specific actions and events in the 1930s that directly
precipitated the war. These include Germany's invasion of Poland, Japan's expansion into
China, and Italy's invasion of Ethiopia. These aggressive moves challenged international
peace and ultimately triggered military responses.

Treaty of Versailles and Its Impact
The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, formally ended World War I but sowed the seeds
for World War II. The treaty imposed severe reparations and territorial losses on Germany,
which many Germans perceived as humiliating and unjust. This section explores the
treaty’s role as a key cause of the second world war, as well as the key terms associated
with it.

War Guilt Clause
One of the most contentious parts of the treaty was the War Guilt Clause (Article 231),
which placed full responsibility for the war on Germany. This clause justified heavy
reparations and created widespread anger among the German population.

Reparations and Economic Strain
The reparations demanded from Germany crippled its economy, leading to hyperinflation
and unemployment. This economic hardship facilitated the rise of extremist political
movements, including the Nazi Party.

Territorial Losses
Germany lost significant territories under the treaty, including the Saar Basin and the
Polish Corridor, which not only reduced its economic capacity but also fueled nationalist
desires to reclaim lost lands.

Rise of Totalitarian Regimes
The interwar period saw the emergence of totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and
Japan. These governments centralized power, promoted aggressive nationalism, and
rejected democratic principles. Understanding these regimes is crucial for grasping the



causes of World War II and is a common focus in key terms worksheets.

Nazi Germany
Under Adolf Hitler, Nazi Germany pursued aggressive expansionism and militarization.
The regime’s ideology was based on racial superiority, anti-Semitism, and anti-
communism, which justified territorial conquest and genocide.

Fascist Italy
Led by Benito Mussolini, Italy embraced fascism, emphasizing authoritarian control and
national revival. Mussolini’s invasion of Ethiopia exemplified Italy’s expansionist aims.

Imperial Japan
Japan’s militaristic government sought to dominate Asia through conquest, motivated by
resource needs and imperial ambitions. The invasion of Manchuria and subsequent
expansion into China marked Japan’s aggressive policies.

Economic Factors Leading to War
Economic instability played a significant role in the lead-up to World War II. The Great
Depression of the 1930s devastated global economies, leading to high unemployment,
poverty, and political unrest. This section details the economic causes and their
connection to the outbreak of war.

Great Depression
The worldwide economic downturn reduced international trade and increased
protectionism. Countries focused on self-preservation, undermining diplomatic
cooperation and worsening international tensions.

Militarization and Economic Recovery
Some nations, particularly Germany, used military expansion as a means of economic
recovery. Rearmament programs created jobs and stimulated industry but also prepared
these countries for war.

Resource Competition
Economic needs drove countries like Japan and Germany to seek new territories rich in
resources. This competition contributed to conflicts over land and influence.



Expansionist Policies and Aggression
Aggressive expansion by Axis powers was a direct cause of World War II. This section
examines the key events and policies that reflect the ambitions of Germany, Italy, and
Japan, which challenged the existing international order and led to military conflict.

German Lebensraum
Lebensraum, or “living space,” was a Nazi policy aimed at acquiring territory in Eastern
Europe to provide land and resources for the German people. This expansionist ideology
justified invasions and ethnic cleansing.

Japanese Expansionism
Japan’s invasion of Manchuria in 1931 and subsequent campaigns in China were driven by
the desire for natural resources and imperial dominance in Asia.

Italian Conquests
Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia in 1935 was motivated by Mussolini’s desire to build a new
Roman Empire and assert Italy’s power on the world stage.

Invasion of Poland (1939)

Annexation of Austria (Anschluss, 1938)

Occupation of the Rhineland (1936)

Spanish Civil War involvement (1936-1939)

Immediate Events Triggering World War II
The outbreak of World War II was triggered by specific events that escalated tensions into
full-scale war. This section outlines these immediate causes and their significance in the
conflict’s initiation.

Invasion of Poland
On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland, violating international agreements and
prompting Britain and France to declare war on Germany. This invasion is widely
recognized as the official start of World War II.



Failure of Appeasement
The policy of appeasement, notably at the Munich Conference in 1938, allowed Germany
to annex the Sudetenland without military opposition. This emboldened Hitler’s regime
and demonstrated the ineffectiveness of diplomatic efforts to contain aggression.

Non-Aggression Pact
The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact between Germany and the Soviet Union in 1939 shocked the
world. This non-aggression treaty included a secret protocol to divide Eastern Europe,
facilitating the invasion of Poland and further destabilizing the region.

Essential Key Terms Explained
To fully comprehend the causes of World War II, familiarity with specific key terms is
necessary. These terms frequently appear in worksheets and quizzes related to the topic.
The following definitions provide clear explanations relevant to the war’s origins.

Appeasement: A diplomatic policy aimed at avoiding war by making concessions to1.
aggressor nations, notably used by Britain and France toward Germany in the 1930s.

Totalitarianism: A political system where the state holds total authority over2.
society and seeks to control all aspects of public and private life.

Axis Powers: The coalition of Germany, Italy, and Japan during World War II.3.

Allied Powers: The nations opposing the Axis, primarily Britain, France, the Soviet4.
Union, and later the United States.

Lebensraum: Nazi Germany’s policy of territorial expansion to provide living space5.
for the German people.

Munich Agreement: The 1938 settlement permitting Nazi Germany’s annexation of6.
the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia.

League of Nations: An international organization established after World War I to7.
promote peace, ultimately ineffective in preventing World War II.

Reparations: Payments imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles as8.
compensation for war damages.

Blitzkrieg: A German military strategy meaning “lightning war,” characterized by9.
rapid, coordinated attacks.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of World War 2?
The main causes of World War 2 include the Treaty of Versailles' harsh terms, the rise of
totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and Japan, economic instability from the Great
Depression, and aggressive expansionist policies by Axis powers.

What is the significance of the Treaty of Versailles in
causing World War 2?
The Treaty of Versailles imposed heavy reparations and territorial losses on Germany,
fostering resentment and economic hardship, which contributed to the rise of Adolf Hitler
and the Nazi Party, ultimately leading to World War 2.

Define 'Appeasement' in the context of World War 2.
Appeasement refers to the policy adopted by Britain and France in the 1930s of conceding
to some of Nazi Germany's demands, such as allowing the annexation of the Sudetenland,
in hopes of avoiding another large-scale war.

What role did 'Militarism' play as a cause of World War
2?
Militarism, or the emphasis on military power and buildup, led countries such as Germany,
Italy, and Japan to expand their armed forces aggressively, increasing tensions and
making conflict more likely.

Explain the term 'Axis Powers' in World War 2.
The Axis Powers were the coalition of Germany, Italy, and Japan, who sought territorial
expansion and opposed the Allied Powers during World War 2.

How did 'Nationalism' contribute to the outbreak of
World War 2?
Nationalism fueled aggressive policies and rivalries among nations, particularly in
Germany, Italy, and Japan, encouraging expansionism and the desire to assert dominance,
which helped trigger World War 2.

What is the meaning of 'Isolationism' in the pre-World
War 2 era?
Isolationism was the policy adopted by countries like the United States to avoid
involvement in European conflicts, which delayed international responses to Axis
aggression in the 1930s.



Why is the term 'Blitzkrieg' important in understanding
World War 2?
Blitzkrieg, meaning 'lightning war,' was a military strategy used by Germany involving
fast, coordinated attacks combining air and ground forces to quickly overwhelm
opponents, contributing to early German successes in World War 2.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of the Second World War by A.J.P. Taylor
This classic work explores the complex causes and events leading up to World War II.
Taylor challenges traditional interpretations by analyzing the diplomatic failures and
aggressive policies of the 1930s. The book provides detailed insights into the political and
economic factors that contributed to the outbreak of the war.

2. Causes of World War II: A Primary Source History by William Dudley
This book compiles essential primary documents and key terms related to the origins of
World War II. It offers readers an opportunity to understand the war's causes through
original speeches, treaties, and political writings. Ideal for students and educators looking
for worksheet answers and contextual explanations.

3. World War II: The Definitive Visual History by Richard Holmes
Holmes presents a comprehensive overview of World War II, focusing on critical events,
key terms, and the causes leading to the conflict. The book combines vivid photographs
with concise explanations, making it an excellent resource for understanding the war’s
background and major turning points.

4. The Road to War: The Origins of World War II by Richard Overy
This detailed narrative examines the political, economic, and social factors that set the
stage for World War II. Overy offers a balanced perspective on the roles played by major
powers and the failure of diplomacy. The book is useful for those seeking to grasp the
complex causes of the war.

5. World War II Key Terms and Concepts: Study Guide by History Study Guides
This workbook-style guide provides definitions, explanations, and answers to common
questions about World War II key terms. It is designed to accompany classroom lessons
and includes worksheets that help students review the causes and major events of the
war. A practical tool for exam preparation.

6. Hitler and the Origins of the Second World War by Timothy Snyder
Snyder delves into the ideological and political motivations behind Adolf Hitler’s
aggressive policies. The book highlights key terms and events that directly contributed to
the outbreak of World War II. It offers a nuanced understanding of how Nazi ambitions
shaped the course of history.

7. The Causes of World War II by Patrick O'Brien
O'Brien’s concise analysis focuses on the global economic and political tensions that led to
the war. The book explains key terms such as appeasement, fascism, and militarism in the
context of 1930s international relations. It’s a clear and accessible resource for students



studying the period.

8. Understanding World War II: Key Terms and Historical Context by Sarah Johnson
This educational book breaks down essential terminology related to World War II and
connects them to historical events. It includes worksheets with answers to reinforce
learning about causes, major battles, and political strategies. An excellent supplemental
text for classroom use.

9. The Global Causes of World War II by Mark Harrison
Harrison offers a broad perspective on the economic, political, and social causes of World
War II across different continents. The book explores key terms like nationalism,
totalitarianism, and the Treaty of Versailles. It is ideal for readers interested in
understanding the worldwide impact of the war’s origins.
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