
worst pitcher in mlb history

worst pitcher in mlb history is a topic that sparks much debate among baseball fans and analysts alike.
Identifying the worst pitcher in Major League Baseball history involves analyzing various statistics,
contextual factors, and historical perspectives. This article explores the pitchers who struggled the most on
the mound, taking into account traditional and advanced metrics such as earned run average (ERA), walks and
hits per inning pitched (WHIP), win-loss records, and other performance indicators. Additionally, the article
considers the impact of different eras, team contexts, and the evolution of pitching roles over time. By examining
the careers of several notorious pitchers, we seek to understand what defines the worst pitcher in MLB history
and why certain players are singled out for this unfortunate distinction. The following sections will delve
into statistical analyses, notable examples, and the broader implications of these performances.

Criteria for Evaluating the Worst Pitcher in MLB History

Statistical Leaders in Negative Pitching Performance

Notable Candidates for Worst Pitcher in MLB History

Factors Influencing Poor Pitching Performance

Impact of the Worst Pitchers on Their Teams and the Game

Criteria for Evaluating the Worst Pitcher in MLB History

Determining the worst pitcher in MLB history requires a comprehensive set of evaluation criteria that go beyond
simple win-loss records. While a pitcher's win-loss record can be influenced heavily by team performance, other
metrics provide a clearer picture of individual ability and effectiveness on the mound. Key statistical measures
include earned run average (ERA), walks and hits per inning pitched (WHIP), strikeout-to-walk ratio (K/BB),
and advanced metrics such as Fielding Independent Pitching (FIP) and Wins Above Replacement (WAR).

Traditional Pitching Metrics

ERA remains one of the most widely recognized statistics for gauging a pitcher's performance. It calculates the
average number of earned runs a pitcher allows per nine innings pitched. A high ERA typically indicates poor
pitching, but context is crucial, as different eras and ballparks can affect scoring. WHIP measures how many
base runners a pitcher allows per inning, reflecting their ability to control the game. Strikeout-to-walk ratio
is another indicator of pitching dominance and control; lower ratios often correlate with poor performance.

Advanced Metrics and Contextual Factors

Modern sabermetrics provide deeper insights into pitching quality. FIP estimates a pitcher’s effectiveness
independent of fielding, focusing on outcomes within a pitcher’s control—strikeouts, walks, hit by pitches, and
home runs allowed. WAR quantifies a player's total contribution to their team in terms of wins above a
replacement-level player. Negative WAR values indicate below-average performance, often seen among the
worst pitchers. Additionally, factors such as the era of play, ballpark effects, and defensive support play
critical roles in evaluating pitching performance.



Statistical Leaders in Negative Pitching Performance

Certain pitchers stand out historically for their poor statistical records, often leading the league or all-
time lists in categories associated with ineffective pitching. These include high ERAs, high WHIPs, and low
WARs. Identifying these statistical leaders helps narrow the field when considering the worst pitcher in MLB
history.

High Earned Run Averages

Pitchers with ERAs well above the league average, especially those who qualified for league leaderboards or
accumulated significant innings, are prime candidates for the worst pitcher label. Historically, some pitchers
have posted ERAs above 7.00 or even higher over extended periods, a clear indication of struggles on the
mound.

Excessive Walks and Hits Allowed

Allowing a high number of base runners per inning contributes to poor pitching outcomes. Some pitchers have
recorded WHIPs over 2.00, meaning they allowed more than two base runners per inning on average, leading to
frequent scoring opportunities for opponents. This lack of control and effectiveness is a hallmark of some of
the least successful pitchers.

Negative Wins Above Replacement (WAR)

Pitchers with significantly negative WAR values have contributed less to their teams than a theoretical
replacement-level player would have. Such statistics encapsulate the cumulative impact of poor pitching
performances over time and are useful in comparing players across different eras and roles.

Notable Candidates for Worst Pitcher in MLB History

Several pitchers have gained notoriety for their consistently poor performances and have been discussed
extensively in baseball circles as potential worst pitchers in MLB history. These players’ careers often feature
a combination of high ERAs, poor control, and unfavorable win-loss records.

Example 1: Bert Blyleven’s Opponents

While Bert Blyleven is a Hall of Fame pitcher, some of his early-career opponents posted exceptionally poor
statistics against him, highlighting how dominant pitching can accentuate weaknesses. Examining these pitchers
provides context for the worst performances recorded.

Example 2: The Case of Joe Cleary

Joe Cleary is often cited due to his extremely brief MLB career, consisting of a single appearance in which he
allowed multiple runs without recording an out. His ERA for that game stands at infinity, a statistical
anomaly that places him among the worst in MLB history.

Example 3: The Struggles of Mike Kekich

Mike Kekich had a relatively short MLB career marked by high ERAs and control issues. While not the absolute



worst statistically, his performance exemplifies the challenges faced by pitchers unable to consistently
succeed at the major league level.

Other Noteworthy Mentions

John D'Acquisto – known for control problems and high walk totals

Chris Knapp – career marred by elevated ERA and WHIP

Bob Buhl – struggled in certain seasons despite overall competence

Factors Influencing Poor Pitching Performance

Understanding why some pitchers perform poorly requires examining external and internal factors that
contribute to their struggles. These factors can include physical limitations, psychological pressures, team
dynamics, and changes in the game’s rules or environment.

Physical and Mechanical Issues

Many pitchers suffer from injuries or mechanical flaws that impair their ability to pitch effectively. Poor
mechanics can lead to inconsistent control, decreased velocity, and increased susceptibility to fatigue and
injury, all of which negatively impact performance.

Psychological and Mental Challenges

The mental aspect of pitching is critical. Anxiety, lack of confidence, and inability to adjust to major league
hitters can cause pitchers to perform below their potential. The pressure to succeed often exacerbates these
issues, leading to a cycle of poor outings.

Team and Environmental Influences

Pitchers on weak defensive teams or playing in hitter-friendly ballparks may experience inflated ERAs and other
negative statistics. Additionally, poor catcher-pitcher chemistry and managerial decisions can also affect a
pitcher’s performance and development.

Impact of the Worst Pitchers on Their Teams and the Game

While the worst pitchers in MLB history are often remembered for their struggles, their presence also influences
team strategies, fan experiences, and sometimes even the broader narrative of the sport. These players can
unintentionally shape the careers of teammates and opponents alike.

Effects on Team Performance

Pitchers who consistently allow runs and fail to secure outs put additional pressure on their teams' offense
and bullpen. This often leads to more losses and can negatively affect team morale and standings. Teams may



resort to trades or releases to mitigate the damage caused by ineffective pitching.

Lessons Learned and Historical Significance

The careers of the worst pitchers provide valuable lessons about the demands of professional baseball. They
highlight the difficulty of succeeding at the highest level and underscore the importance of scouting, player
development, and mental resilience. These pitchers become part of the sport’s rich history, serving as examples of
perseverance despite adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the worst pitcher in MLB history?

While opinions vary, some analysts often cite Bobby Mathews or Joe Cleary as among the worst pitchers in
MLB history due to their poor statistics and short careers.

What criteria are used to determine the worst pitcher in MLB history?

Criteria often include earned run average (ERA), win-loss record, walks and hits per inning pitched (WHIP),
strikeout-to-walk ratio, and overall impact on games.

Did any pitchers have an ERA over 10 and still played in MLB?

Yes, several pitchers have had ERAs over 10 in limited appearances, but such high ERAs are rare for pitchers
with extended MLB careers.

Who holds the record for the highest career ERA in MLB history?

Some sources indicate that Joe Cleary had one of the highest career ERAs at 27.00, although he pitched very
few innings.

Are there pitchers who never recorded a win in their MLB career?

Yes, many pitchers have never recorded a win, but not all are considered the worst; some had brief careers or
were relievers in difficult situations.

How does a high ERA affect a pitcher's reputation?

A high ERA typically indicates poor pitching performance, leading to a negative reputation as it reflects the
number of earned runs allowed per nine innings.

Can a pitcher with poor stats still be valuable to a team?

Sometimes, pitchers with poor traditional stats may contribute in other roles, such as situational relievers
or mentors, but generally, poor stats limit their value.

Has any pitcher been labeled the worst due to a particularly bad season?

Yes, some pitchers have had historically bad single seasons with extremely poor stats, earning them the label
of worst for that year or in certain analyses.



Are there famous MLB pitchers who turned their careers around after a poor
start?

Yes, some pitchers initially struggled but improved significantly over time, showing that early poor
performance doesn't always define a career.

Additional Resources
1. “Struggles on the Mound: The Story of MLB’s Toughest Pitchers”
This book explores the careers of some of the most challenged pitchers in Major League Baseball history. It
delves into their statistics, infamous games, and the circumstances that led to their struggles. Readers gain
insight into how these players coped with adversity both on and off the field.

2. “Beyond the Box Score: Understanding the Worst Pitchers in MLB History”
A comprehensive analysis of pitchers whose records reflect some of the highest earned run averages and lowest
strikeout rates. The author examines the factors contributing to their underperformance, including injuries,
team dynamics, and mental hurdles. The book offers a balanced perspective, humanizing players often remembered
only for their failures.

3. “The Infamous Nine: MLB’s Most Challenged Pitchers”
Focusing on nine pitchers notorious for their poor stats, this book provides detailed biographies and career
highlights. It presents stories of perseverance despite the odds and highlights moments where these players
showed flashes of brilliance. The narrative sheds light on the pressures of professional sports.

4. “Pitching Nightmares: Tales from MLB’s Lowest ERA Leaders”
This book compiles stories of pitchers who, for various reasons, posted some of the worst earned run averages
in league history. It explores the impact of these performances on their teams, careers, and legacies. Interviews
with former teammates and coaches add depth to the portrayal.

5. “From Mound to Myth: The Making of MLB’s Worst Pitchers”
An investigative look into how certain pitchers earned their reputations as the worst in the game. The author
discusses scouting reports, training regimens, and game footage to piece together what went wrong. The book
also features reflections from the pitchers themselves.

6. “Hard Luck Hurlers: MLB’s Struggled Stars”
This book highlights pitchers who faced extraordinary challenges such as injuries, personal issues, or bad luck
that severely affected their performance. It offers a compassionate view of their careers and the harsh realities
of professional baseball. Readers learn about the thin line between success and failure.

7. “The Art of Failure: Lessons from Baseball’s Least Effective Pitchers”
By studying the careers of the least effective pitchers, this book draws lessons about resilience, adaptation,
and the mental game. It blends statistical analysis with narrative storytelling to provide a unique perspective
on failure in sports. The author argues that these pitchers’ stories are essential to understanding the game’s
complexity.

8. “Whiffs and Walks: Inside MLB’s Most Struggling Arms”
An inside look at pitchers whose control issues and lack of velocity made them infamous in the league. The book
includes game recaps, player interviews, and expert commentary on pitching mechanics gone wrong. It provides a
fascinating look at the technical side of pitching struggles.

9. “The Forgotten Pitchers: MLB’s Underdogs and Their Battles”
This book tells the stories of lesser-known pitchers who never found success but showed determination and
heart. It highlights the human side of baseball, focusing on perseverance in the face of repeated setbacks. The
narrative encourages empathy and appreciation for all players, regardless of their stats.
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